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ABOUT OUR COVER 


Harmony in Nature by Norval Morrisseau 


The art of Norval Morrisseau brings to life the 
rich heritage and culture of Canada’s First Na¬ 
tions. His vivid colours and primitive symbolic 
images paint a picture 
of the cycle of life and 
the bonds that are 
formed among people, 
nature and the spiritual 

Morrisseau, an inter¬ 
nationally acclaimed 
artist and Order of 
Canada recipient is of 
the Ahneesheenahpay 
Nation (Ojibway). He 
was born in 1932 in 
Ontario on the Sand 
Point Indian Reserve 
and today resides near 
White Rock, B.C. 

Morrisseau’s art, 

Harmony in Nature, 
appears on the cover of 
Alberta Native News 
this month with per¬ 
mission of Vancouver- 
based Garfinkel Publi¬ 
cations Inc. 

Garfinkel Publica¬ 
tions are an established 
and well-known firm 
respected by Native art¬ 
ists from across the con- 



Garfinkel Publications entry was picked first 
from submissions that came from museums from 
around the world. 

Garfinkel Publica¬ 
tions has produced a 24- 
page full colour North 
American Natrive Art 
Catalogue which fea¬ 
tures the art of 
Morrisseau as well as 
other exceptional First 
Nations artists: George 
Littlechild, David 
Bradley, Emimi 
Whitehorse, Bob Boyer 
and Jane Ash Poitras 
and more. 

Each artist’s work is 
complemented by a brief 
description in the art¬ 
ist’s own words. 

Writes Morrisseau of 
his work... “I have grown 
up with many stories 
’ and legends of my peo¬ 
ple. My paintings hon- 


the 


tinent. In fact, Larry Garfinkel, the 41-year-old 
owner and president of the company, deals with 
over one hundred artists from across Canada 
and the United States. 

The company is known world-wide for its fine 
quality posters, calendars, postcards and Native 
art displays. Last year Garfinkel and his staff 
took home the prestigious American Museum 
Association first place overall award for fine 
quality, at their annual judging competition. The 


Ahneesheenahpay a 
cestors who have 
roamed the Great Lakes 
for centuries upon cen¬ 
turies. My art records 
and preserves the leg¬ 


ends, art, songs and beliefs of the 
Ahneesheenahpay not only for this generation 
but for all future Ahneesheenahpay. My people 
believe the earth to be their mother and that we 
are children of the earth. We are all one in spirit. 
I paint with these colours to heal.” 

For information about our cover and other fine 
pieces of art contact Garfinkel Publications Inc. 
at 1654 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6P 
2G6 or call the toll free number 1-800-661-0233. 
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* NEWS SCENE 


Manitoba Chiefs move cautiously 


by Brian Savage 



agreement with hidden flaws. 

“If we have to step back and look at things we will, and that is what 
happened with the draft agreement,” says Spence. 

As far as Indian Affairs operating in Manitoba, it’s “business as usual” 
for them, according to the Assembly spokesperson. 

Spence is philosophical when it comes to changing Indian Affairs. 

It takes a while for the minister’s message to sink in at the regional level 
and you have to consider the labour unions: they want to protect their jobs, 
and that s another hurdle to be jumped.” 

Still says Spence, the belief that Indian Affairs should be dismantled “is 

I t a ’r e ? b ° d 7 agreeS ° n that; this is an idea that rans across 
panada. We don t need government bureaucrats telling us how to run our 
'■ c S hlgh tlme we got this monke y off our backs — but how do you do 
it? Right now we’re feeling our way along.” 


The caution shown by Manitoba chiefs is explained by Assembly of 
Manitoba Chiefs media spokesperson Bruce Spence. 

At the last assembly in mid-June there was a draft framework agree¬ 
ment presented to the chiefs for their perusal. The chiefs looked at it for 
three days and decided to send it back to the special committee struck for 


“They did not feel that the wording to protect the inherent right of self- 
government and treaty rights was strong enough and should be given more 
emphasis.” 

Spence says the joint consultation committee, made up of government 
and Indian Affairs officials and the executive directors of the eight tribal 
councils of Manitoba, along with the legal counsel and executive director 
of the AMC, has revised the document and it will be presented to the chiefs 
at the next special assembly, scheduled for the end of this month. 

According to Spence the first assembly on this topic, held in April of this 
year, gave “a distinct message from the chiefs that the committee members 
have to be fully informed, so any decision has to be made through the 
consensus of the committee.” 

What Spence calls “a very strong committee consultation” has already 
started in some areas, such as Island Lake and the four First Nations in 
that region and at least five such meetings have now been held. 

The time line for this process is something of a concern as political 
■ realities can shift. 

The Grand Chief (Phil Fontaine) would like things to move along as 
quickly as possible, and he’s set*a goal of three years," says Spence. “But 
he s received messages from the chiefs, the Elders and the committees that 
we 11 do things one step at a time, and not to rush things. 

“The reason the Grand Chief tried to set a goal of three years was that 
you don’t want (the process) to drag on for 10 or 15 years.” 

Though agendas may change and the whole process be wiped out, the 
consensus is that that danger is preferable to rushing into any sort of 


Northern Development 
Public Meeting 

Hines Creek 

Thursday, September 15, 7:00 PM 
Grace Shepherd School 

The NADC will hold a public meeting in Hines Creek 
on September 15. We invite you or your organization 
to present a brief on social or economic development 
in your area. Glen Clegg, MLA Dunvegan, and other 
community leaders will attend the meeting. 

The NADC is an advisory group to the provincial 
cabinet. Its chairman is Wayne Jacques, MLA Grande 
Prairie-Wapiti. Issues or ideas raised at the Hines 
Creek meeting will be followed up by the NADC. 

For more information about the meeting, contact your 
local NADC member Gwen Tegart in Fairview at 
835-2115 or the Northern Development Branch at 
624-6275 (Toll free dial 310-0000). 






Aorta 


publishing v 


MONES & ASSOCIATES 

INSURANCE BROKERS INC. 

• All Types of General Insurance 

• Auto • Contractors Equipment 

• Home • Logging 

• R.V.’s • Tourism 


Bands and Metis Settlements in 
Alberta, Saskatchewan and the 
Northwest Territories 

WITH OFFICES IN: 

EDMONTON, AB (403) 435-4862 or fax 437-6768 
SASKATOON, SASK. (306) 66S-8877 or fax 665-8010 
YELLOWKNIFE, NWT (403) 873-6398 or fax 873-6397 


George B. Cuff & Associates Ltd. 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 

• Organization Reviews • Management Training 

• Consulting advice to Aboriginal groups 

• Executive Recruitment • Compensation Studies 

• Training for non-profit boards 


Congratulations, Jllberta Native News, on your 
Wthjflnniversary. Saluting the commitment to preserve 
Native culture and wishing you continued success, from 

Donald N. Greenway, C.A. 

Donald N. Qreenway, Professional Corporation 


206 Cumbria Centre, 93 McLeod Ave., Spruce Grove, AB 

Ph (403) 962-6366 or fax (403) 962-3990 


Best wishes to the staff and publisher? 
of ALbeuta Natioe News on a dec ade 
of exemplauy publishing. 

^ °'o„ 

"V 


f/\ 


• FINE FOOD ♦ 

• COMFORTABLE ROOMS • 
• BANQUET FACILITIES • 

• AMPLE FREE PARKING • 


Phone: (403) 845-2804 or Fax (403) 845-3685 
Hwy 11, Rocky Mountain House, Alberta 
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anniversary! 
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Outside input needed for flight rules 
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by Dale Stelter 


The Innu of Labrador have said that an inde¬ 
pendent agency, not the federal Defence Depart¬ 
ment, should assist in making rules for low-level 
military training flights. 

On July 28 th, Daniel Ashini ofthelnnuNation 
released a report which claims that there are 130 
flaws in a proposal by the Defence Department to 
almost double the training flights over Labrador 
and eastern Quebec. 

The flights are conducted by members of the 
Northern Atlantic Treaty Organization, under a 


Native Venture 
Capital 

A source of Venture Capital 
and business experience for 
Alberta Native businesses. 


Suite 505,10408-124 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5N 1R5 

, e (403) 488-7101 Fax: (403) 488-3023 


Congratulations, 
Alberta Native Nezos, 
on your 10th year of 
independent publishing. 


‘Best iiAshesfor continued success 
in providing a free independent 
press for the first Citations. 


On behalf of the 



%cczuatin 
‘Tribal Council 


fdkani (group of Companies 


Room 102-83 Churchill Drive, 
Thompson, Manitoba R8N 0L6 


(204) 677-2341 


ten-year agreement expiring in 1996. 

Ashini said that the Defence Department can¬ 
not be expected to do an objective study of flight 
training which it promotes very actively and 
participates in. He was quoted by the Canadian 
Press as saying “It’s time this process was turned 
over to an independent body that can actually do 
an objective and proper analysis of what is in¬ 
volved here.” 

A report released by the Defence Department 
in April proposed increasing the number of low- 
level flights around CFB Goose Bay, in Labra¬ 
dor, from 8,000 per year to 15,000. The report 
also suggested that the training area should be 


increased from 100,000 square kilometres to 
130,000 sq. km. The report was prepared by a 
consulting firm from Nova Scotia. 

The Innu, the Quebec Montagnais, and other 
critics say the flights disturb caribou and disrupt 
the nesting habits of waterfowl. 

The Innu report, which is over 500 pages long, 
says that there has not been sufficient research 
into the environmental effects of conducting 
flights in the proposed wider training area. The 
report also states there has behn no assessment 
of the effects upon efforts by the Innu to increase 
tourism and outfitting. 

The federal environmental assessment review 
office will decide this month if public hearings 
should be conducted on the Defence Department 
proposal. 


Woman dies in police custody 


by Ryan Edwards 

A Native woman recently died in RCMP cus¬ 
tody in Shamattawa in Manitoba. The death was 
the third time in under 18 months that a Native 
has died in custody in that province after being 
arrested as a result of drinking. 

The Winnipeg Free Press reports that 
Shamattawa RCMP face an internal review for 
arresting Debra Catharine Redhead, a 22 year- 
old mother of two, after a drinking party and 
domestic dispute at her home on the Shamattawa 
reserve. Redhead, who was seven months preg¬ 
nant, died in jail on July 24th, of head injuries. 
The RCMP stated Redhead did not bear any 
outward signs of wounds, but have confirmed she 
was locked up because they thought she was 
unconscious because of alcohol. 

The Shamattawa reserve is located about 750 
kilometres northeast of Winnipeg. 

In January of last year, a 32 year-old Native 
hanged himself with his own belt in an RCMP 
holding cell in Shamattawa, after having been 
arrested for impairment. 

The Free Press also reports that in July of last 
year, Lazarus Peter Head died in hospital after 
striking his head while struggling with a band 
constable at The Pas RCMP detachment. Head 
was to have been locked up in a cell to sober up, 
after being arrested for being drunk and disor¬ 
derly. 



Dr. Peter Markesteyn, the chief medical exam¬ 
iner of Manitoba, said that the Head case, and 
subsequent inquest into the death, highlighted 
the need for better performance from the police. 
He said the Head inquiry recommended that 
RCMP receive training to tell the difference 
between illness and apparent intoxication. 

A Winnipeg RCMP Criminal Operations Staff 
Sargeant said that RCMP training officers are 
working on implementation of the recommenda¬ 
tion into training of police, but that it is not yet 
part of the system. 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News 
on your lOtfi Anniversary. r Vtk salute 
your commitment to the preservation of Na¬ 
tive culture and wish you continued success. 
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News Briefs 


Another suicide on Pikangikum reserve 

The long string of suicides that have affected 
the remote northern Ontario reserve of 
Pikangikum for several years continued early 
this month, when a 29-year old father of two 
hanged himself. 

According to the Canadian Press, this year 
there have been five suicides, and more than 
50 attempted suicides, in the community of 
1,600 people. Alcohol-related deaths, and an 
increasing number of people who are sniffing 
gas are also part of the situation the commu¬ 
nity faces. A team of 29 volunteer crisis work¬ 
ers organized by Temius Nate, a suicide coun¬ 
sellor, has been counselling young people and 
helping residents deal with their grief. 

When Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin vis¬ 
ited the community earlier this year, the band 
asked for more land, better housing, and fund¬ 
ing to help with the establishment of a healing 
centre. 

Jay Treaty incident clogs border crossing 

Natives clogged an international bridge be¬ 
tween Sault Ste. Marie and Michigan late last 
month, to protest what they claim is a violation 
of their treaty right to cross the Canada-United 
States border without inspection or taxes. 

Part of the Jay Treaty of 1794, signed be¬ 
tween the U.S. and British North America to 
set the boundary between the two, guaranteed 
free passage across the border for Natives 
without being subjected to the inspection or 
taxes. That part of the Jay Treaty has never 
been ratified by Canada. 

On the morning of July 30th, 68 cars display¬ 
ing a borderless map of North America were 
allowed through American customs and immi¬ 
gration and into the U.S., without incident. 
The shopping trip was led by the Association of 
Iroquois and Allied Indians. 

On the return trip, officials with Canadian 
customs closed down three booths, leaving only 
one open, to ensure that all of the protesters 


went through the same booth. This also caused 
other traffic to be held up. 

The Natives had been told to say to customs 
officials that they were of North American 
Indian citizenship, and were exercising their 
rights according to the Jay Treaty. 

Chris McCormick, the Association of Iroquois 
and Allied Indian’s anti-tax coordinator, was 
quoted by the Canadian Press as saying, “This 
is not a demonstration, it is an exercise of a 
treaty right which is supposedly protected by 
the Canadian Constitution.” 

Federal minister supports Aboriginal justice system 

Allan Rock, the federal Minister of Justice, 
has endorsed the idea of a justice system for 
Natives. 

Rock told the Canadian Press that “I think we 
may find there has to be a separate system for 
Aboriginal peoples as part of the inherent right 
of self-government. What it will deal with, I 
think we have to wait and negotiate.” 

Rock acknowledged that the idea raises many 
questions, and that many non-Aboriginal peo¬ 
ple may object to it. However, he pointed out 
that a number of reserves have undertaken 
projects which utilize Aboriginal culture, and 
which appear to be working. 

Rock referred to the Poundmaker Band, lo¬ 
cated near Saskatoon, as an example. There, an 
offender may, before formal charges are laid 
and the court process starts up, take his or her 
case to the justice commission set up by the 
band. If the case is accepted by the commission, 
and the victim in the case agrees, the offender 
and the victim and the commissioners sit to¬ 
gether in a circle and try to resolve the issue. 

John Briggs, a lawyer with the Assembly of 
First Nations, said that the Canadian justice 
system emphasizes punishment and retribu¬ 
tion. This is contrary to Aboriginal culture, and 
Natives do not feel they belong in the justice 
system. 
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i effective financial management, proposal writing and 
budget preparation; good human resource management 
skills; and extensive knowledge of government, as well 
as private industry. 

The successful applicant will initiate and implement 
funding proposals and campaigns, business proposals 
and training proposals. They must be a dynamic 
individual, aggressive in seeking new opportunities, 
under the direction of the Board, and responsive to 
community needs. 

If non-Aboriginal,thesuccessfulapplicantwillbe required 
to develop and implement a plan to train a Native person 
to assume the position. 

The successful applicant will report to the Board of 
Directors of the Native Communications Society of the 
Western NWT. 

This is a negotiable term position. Remuneration will be 
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Lubicon talks hit roadblock 

by Dale Stelter 

Attempts to renew negotiations on resolving the land rights dispute of 
the Lubicon Lake Cree of northern Alberta have been stalled. The Lubicons 
have been trying to obtain a settlement of their land rights for about 55 

y The band disagrees with the terms proposed by Indian Affairs Minister 
Ron Irwin in a July 11 letter to Lubicon Chief Bernard Ominayak. 

In the letter, Irwin wrote that he and Justice Minister Allan Rock have 
been authorized to appoint a federal negotiator who will be responsible for 
achieving agreement-in-principle on “as many as possible of the issues 
which arise in the claim of your First Nation under Treaty No. 8 or for 


I ______ _ ;r included under Treaty 8. 

They also say Irwin’s proposal would require them to cede their 
unextinguished Aboriginal land rights as a precondition of settlement 
talks. 

The Lubicons add that Irwin’s letter dismisses their proposal that issues 
which cannot be resolved through negotiation should be referred to an 
independent, binding three-person tribunal. The tribunal was originally 
suggested by former Alberta premier Don Getty, and has been supported 
by individuals and organizations from across Canada and around the 

Irwin also wrote that he has “serious concerns about the prospect of 
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resolving questions about continuing Aboriginal rights or any compensa¬ 
tion based upon that matter through negotiations. These are fundamental 
legal issues that remain in dispute which in our view are likely only to be 
resolved in the courts.” 

The Lubicons have replied that they spent fourteen fruitless years, 
ending in 1988, seeking legal redress in the Canadian courts, and were 
stonewalled at every step of the way. 

In a July 15 letter to Irwin, Chief Ominayak stated that “You indicate in 
your 7-11 letter that “the federal government is prepared to proceed . 
largely on the basis (proposed by the Lubicons)”. However you have in fact 
flatly rejected all Lubicon proposals for re-starting talks...”. 

Lubicon band advisor Fred Lennarson pointed to federal government 
bureaucrats as being responsible for the impasse. He said that “Mr. Irwin 
has been struggling for control with the bureaucrats he inherited from the 
Mulroney government, and it appears that he’s lost that struggle.” 


Cong/catuColions. <_ACbeftta oWafuie oWews. 
on you# tentt yea* oj independent pubCisfiing. 
CBest u/isftes jo* continued success in providing a 
j»ee independent press jo* (lie < 3 : i*s(cAla(ions. 

©it beMj oj the 

c PftogAesstve Conse«ua(iueAssociation oj u(Wbe*ta 

(403) 423-1624 

9919-106 Street, 

Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1E2 



DIVERSIFY OR REPLACE 
YOUR INCOME 

Let me shew you how 
to succeed at a business 
of your own 

No Obligation 
Unlimited Potential 

For an appointment call 

--8327 


Artists! Writers! 

If you are an artist or writer 
and would like to make 
some $ in your spare time, 


is seeking correspondents. 
Please enclose a sample 
when applying. . 

Alberta Native News 

#330, Canada Trust Building, 
10036 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, ABT5J2W2 
or call 

(403)421-7966 

l4.tA±A±A.t.A±A.tAl 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on your 10th Anniversary. 

We salute your commitment to the 
preservation of Native culture and wish 
you continued success. 

May the Good Lord bless you and keep you, 
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Elders, Staff and Members 

Alexis Indian Band 
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Urban reserve in Yorkton 
closer to being created 

by Ryan Edwards 

The creation of an urban reserve in Yorkton, northeast of Regina, 
continues to move closer to reality. Late last month, the city council in 
Yorkton voted to supply services to land that is situated within the city 
and owned by the Sakimay Indian Band. The band is located near 
Grenfell, east of Regina. 

The proposed agreement, which is for a period of ten years, received 
first reading and was to receive second and third readings at a later 

The Regina Leader-Post reports that the bylaw will require the city 
to supply regular municipal services to the education centre of the 
Yorkton Tribal Council, and that: 

• under the terms of the proposed contract, the property and any 
improvements are to be used for educational purposes. If the Sakimay 
Band wants to alter the purpose for which the land is used, it must 
apply to the city for rezoning of the property 

• the agreement recognizes that the city does not have power to apply 
personal or property taxes on the land. While it also recognizes that the 
band has exclusive jurisdiction for enacting laws pertaining to the land, 
those laws must be compatible with city by-laws and be submitted to 
the city for comment and consultation. 

Both the Natives and city officials said that negotiations for the 
agreement went smoothly. 


Congrttuhtmi Alberts Notile News, on put 10th Aoniienoitjl 

& # lh GBmwas 

WALL TENTS • CUSTOM MANUFACTURING 
REPAIRS • CAMPING EQUIPMENT . RV AWNINGS 
BOAT COVERS 


Long Plains 
First Nations 
Tribal Council 


on your 10th year of independent publishing. 
Best wishes for continued success in providing 
an independent free press 
for the First Nations 
from 

Chief Peter YellowQuill, 

Council and Members 


Long Plain First Nations, Edwin, Manitoba R0H 0G0 
Telephone (204) 252-2731 Fax (204) 252-2012 
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Actions Speak Louder Than Words. 

“Suncor will continue to improve its environmental performance by 
encouraging innovation, recognizing achievement and supporting research." 

In 1994 Suncor committed $175 million to install new environmental 
technology which will reduce sulphur dioxide emissions by up to 95 per cent. 

For more information contact Suncor Communications #0 JC™ 

PO Bo* 4001. Fori McMurray, Alberta T9H 3E3 IHPilP 

(403)743-6479 ■^MllbUlinC 

We Care Oil Sands Group 


Our congratulations to Alberta Native News 

on celebrating 10 years of independent publishing, from 

The Pas ICR (1979) Food Products 

• Groceries • Fresh Meats 
• Fresh Produce • Bakery Department 
• Small Wares 

Open Monday to Friday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. ❖ Sunday Noon - 6 p.m. 

Located in the Otineka Mall, 

The Pas, Manitoba ( 204 ) 623-6187 




«Happy /bmivetsMif /llictta Native 
/Hat/ the Cf/ieat Sfitit $uicte if 


Chief Ernest Hardisty 

Settlement of Jean Marie River Band 

Administrative Office Hours: 

Monday to Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon; 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

,. Phone:(403)69S-9801 

Band Manager: Bill Norris 
COUNCILLORS 

• Yvonne Norwegian • Jonas Sanguez • Lucy Isador • Simon Isador, 

• Gabe Sanguez • Harold Sanguez 

GENERAL DELIVERY, FT. SIMPSON, NWT X0E 0N0 


Congratulations, jUberta Native News, on your lOthNnniversary. 
We salute your commitment to the preservation of Native culture 
and wish you continued success! 


Weenusk 

First Nation 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
P. O. Box 1, Peawanuck, ON POL 2H0 

Ph. (705) 473-2554 Fax (705) 473-2503 
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hm Satellite TV • Kitchenettes • Laundry Facilities I 
nmunity strong by supporting our Native business 


Chief Alfred Bighetty 
Council Members: Roy Bighetty, Charles Michel, Billy Linklater 
BARREN LANDS FIRST NATION 

Brochet, Manitoba ROB 0B0 • Ph. (204) 323-2300 • Fax (204) 323-2275 
Office Hours Monday - Friday « 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your lOtl 

We salute your commitment to the preservation of 
and wish you continued success 


h Anniversary. 
Native culture 


A message from Chief Hubert Rematch, 

Percy Monroe, Band Administrator, 

Calvin Campeau, Operations & Maintenance Manager, . 
Council and First Nation Members of 



(SLxte Ration 


Pelican Rapids, Manitoba R0L 1L0 
PHONE: (204) 587-2012 • FAX: (204) 587-2072 
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B.C. gov’t backs down on cigarette packaging 


by Brian Savage 


A recent attempt to clamp down on cigarette 
smuggling has backfired and left the ND govern¬ 
ment in Victoria red-faced. 

The Tobacco Marking program called for dif¬ 
ferent packaging on cigarettes destined for sale 
on reserves as opposed to packages for sale off- 

Green plastic strips placed around cigarettes 
were to indicate that taxes must be applied while 



IAA upset over sale of sweetgrass 


by John Copley 

Sweetgrass is sacred. So are sweetgrass though she was unaware ofthe religious signifi- 
smudges cance of the smudges, that she’d stop selling 

Indian Association of Alberta (IAA) members ,them as well. “If it’s a question of religious 
are upset that it’s being sold in a variety of sensitivity,” said Mah, “we’ll discontinue sell- 
Edmonton and area stores. Recently elected ing it.” 

IAA president, Tom Cardinal, says the sale of One of Mah’s staff is a Metis who is attending 
these products is a “no-no situation ... they’re theNativeStudiesprogramattheUniversityof 
sacred.” He also said that it is his intention to Alberta. She consulted this person about the 
ask the stores to refrain from selling the prod- significance of the sweetgrass product—and 
uc ts. that’s why she doesn’t sell it. But, ofthe smudges, 

Tom Sawchuk, owner of The Fort Door, says she said, “My understanding—-and I could be 
he’s been selling the product for 15 years and wrong—is thatit is not as loaded with meaning 
has no intention of stopping. “This is my liveli- as sweetgrass.” 

hood,” said Sawchuk. “I’m going to continue to IAA secretary Helen Gladue is also unhappy 
sell sweetgrass.” Saying that he understood the that stores are selling the sweetgrass products, 
religious importance, Sawchuk mentioned that She said the “white man has done enough dam- 
other locations outside of the capital city also age to our culture. We’d better not come in 
sold the products and wondered why they contact with these people, because they might 
weren’t also being targeted. Sawchuk said that get themselves out of business.” Saying that she 
this wasn’t the first encounter he’s had with an planned to take the matter to the IAA’s next 
unhappy public. He said that he’s also been meeting, Gladue said that “you don’t just go and 
challenged by customers who feel it’s wrong for get sweetgrass and smudges because you feel 
him to sell items that include furs and ivory, like it. There’s a formula that you have to 

Viola Mah, manager of Alikatu, another shop follow.” 
that sells a variety of incenses, says she under- Sweetgrass products are imported from a va- 

stands the religious significance of sweetgrass riety of locations including British Columbia, 
and does not sell it. She said recently that New Mexico, Arizona and Nevada. 


clear strip would be found on packages that 
were tax-exempt. 

Native retailers formed the Intertribal Retail¬ 
ers Association and quickly led a fight against 
the proposed legislation. Elizabeth Cull, the fi¬ 
nance minister quickly imposed a moratorium 
on the proposal. 

Referring to the Tobacco Marking Program, 
PhilAtkinson, a government spokesperson, called 
the initiative “an oversight, we just didn’t define 
it clearly enough. Cigarettes not subject to pro¬ 
vincial tax would be marked differently and 
cigarettes sold on reserve are exempt from to¬ 
bacco taxes. The Intertribal Retailers Associa¬ 
tion said that they were the only ones who sell 
these tax exempt cigarettes so in fact you’re 
marking these cigarettes for Aboriginals and . 
these for non-Aboriginals and it’s discrimina- k 




Atkinson observed that defenders of the initia¬ 
tive pointed out that there are a number of 
outlets such as the diplomatic corps, embassies, 
“and others in the government,” who are also tax 
exempt but “in the real world it did look discrimi¬ 
natory based on race.” 

According to Atkinson “letters came in” and the 
finance minister agreed to talk to Native repre¬ 
sentatives. Their concerns included not just ra¬ 
cial but logistical difficulties in enforcing the 
legislation which would not be applied to old 
stocks of cigarettes. 

Even more surprising was the decision to mark 
only the two most popular brands of cigarettes. 

“The minister (Elizabeth Cull) met with Native 
representatives and said we had jumped too soon 
on this and put a moratorium on the legislation.” 

While the moratorium has run out, with the 
summer break in place at the provincial legisla¬ 
ture the likelihood ofthe legislation taking effect 
seems dim at this time. 


V9‘“ i>‘« 
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Aircraft Charters 

C-185 Cessna, DHC-2 Beaver 

Support a Native owned airline 
serving Sachigo, Muskrat Dam, Big Trout Lake, 
and Bearskin Lake Areas 


Office: (807) 363-2527 

Pilot Res. (807)363-1046 
Fax: (807)363-1125 



PLANE WRECKS WANTED! 

IF YOU CAN PINPOINT THE LOCATION 
OF ANY WRECKED AIRPLANES IN 
CANADA’S WILDERNESS PLEASE CONTACT 

/l AyiaM 

Alberta Aviation Museum 
11410 KINGSWAY AVENUE 
EDMONTON, AB T5G 0X4 
PH. (403) 453-1078 FAX (403) 453-1885 
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^self 3 ^ a ^ ve Ngws celebrates 10th Anniversary 

y n where so many others Alberta Native News 

have failed? Hard work right at their doorstep. 


by Deborah Shatz 


Alberta Native News celebrates its Tenth An¬ 
niversary of independent publishing this month 
— a milestone in Native communications. 

Throughout its decade long history the paper 
has filled a void by providing a much needed 
source of non-government sponsored news, oth¬ 
erwise unavailable in the Native community. 

They have proven that with hard work, vision, 

editorial and financial responsibility, they can pl - ecluUB t 

produce an excellent communication vehicle money obtained from subsidies. Because it „ ou „ uluuura „.„ al lv , n 
W1 . thOUt J . deP f ndl ?® ° n gover . nment grants. hard to come by, naturally the paper spends it in the success ofthe news- 

- -e responsible way, ensuring the viability of paper but they give 


and responsible spend- Three times a year, 

ing says Moser. including this month 

“Newspapers are not Alberta Native News 
built on prints 15,000 copies 

grantsmanship, they and is sent free of 
are built on salesman- charge to all First Na- 
ship. Money obtained tions coast to coast, 
from advertising and Moser and his staff 
subscriptions is much acknowledge that 
precious than many individuals have 
” contributed greatly to 



According to publisher and founder Dave Moser _ 

the newspaper’s no-grants” philosophy has been the newspaper.” heartfelt aDDredatinn 

“^ve^ U Th S °d fA1 t ertaNatiVeNeWS ' From the outset Alierfa Native News has been to their advertisers, 

Government hand-outs are an enormous prob- dedicated to the preservation of Indian Culture subscribers and read- 
e ” ' V s C0U ?7' S T “ 0Ser 7 hey breed and 7 adition - T ° this end they have used tradi- ers whose participation 
dependency and low self-esteem. Self-reliance tional Native Art to depict a vast heritage and has enabled the ven- 
does not come from welfare, grantsmanship or cultural pride. Moser uses the newspaper as a ture to succeed 
deficit funding. It comes from hard work, paying vehicle to promote both established and emerg- 
your own way and responsible spending.” ing Aboriginal artists. It also serves to inform 

Moser is proud that Alberta Native News has and educate both the Native and non-Native 
never taken a penny in government funding, public about current issues as well as to high- 
“Newspapers should not be government funded,” light positive advances in Native education, busi- 
maintainsMoser. “That’smedia welfare. Funded ness, health and the arts, 
papers are generally required to preach the The newspaper is extremely well circulated 
party line. They can be critical of government to with 12,000 copies printed and sent free of charge 
a point but they cannot really act as a watchdog to First Nations, government offices, businesses 
for the public. Direct government grants put and related agencies throughout Alberta, Sas- 
newspapers in a conflict of interest as far as I can katchewan, Manitoba and the Northwest Terri- 
se ®' tones. There is also an established and growing 

So how has Alberta Native News succeeded list of subscribers who for a nominal fee receive 


TRADITIONAL COFFEES, 
VARIETALS, BLENDS 
DECAFFEINATED, FLAVOURED 

PORTIONS, BULK, WHOLEBEAN, 
BREWING EQUIPMENT 
SUPPLIED & SERVICED 

ESPRESSO, CAPPUCCINO, 
LATTES, HOT CHOCOLATE, 
ICED TEA, GRANITA 


Jronvoice Productions 


Box 174 Gift Lake, Alberta TOG 1BO 


c4 independent. putlLJunq., faun 


NABASS 


• BUSINESS PLANS 

• BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES 

• MARKET STRATEGIES 

• ON-SITE TRAINING 

• ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

If you have thought about pursuing 
a business opportunity, call today at 

1 - 800 - 268-3765 


P.O. Box 1453 • Thunder Bay • P7C 4V8 
Tel. (807) 622-3797 • Fax (807) 622-8271 
Toll Free 1-800-268-3765 


Siksika Elders Lodge 


Congratulates Alberta Native News 
as you celebrate your 10th Anniversary 
of independence; best wishes for continued 
success in providing a quality free press 



Siksika Elders Lodge 
B ox 1159, Siksika, Alberta TOG 3W0 
Tel. (403) 734-3988 Fax (403) 734-2285 


Congratulations, ^\[Berta (]\(atlve c \ews 
on your 10th anniversary. 
Wishing you continued success, Jrom 



Councillors: 

Archie Cardinal, Joe Whitehead Jr!, 
Roy Letendre, Joseph Cardinal 
Elders, Staff and Band Members 

(403) 629-3803 Fax: (403) 629-3898 

General Delivery, Cadotte, Alberta TOH 0N0 


METALMAR K ENGRAVING & MANUFACTURING 

-Formerly STAMCO ENGRAVERS- 

Specialists in Custom Router Engraving 
on all Machinable Metals, Plastics, Wood. 

Deep Engraving for Injection Molds 
We Manufacture Steel Stamps, Branding Irons, Panels, 
Templates, Stencils, Directories S Architectural Signage 
1 Corporate Logos & Jewellers'Dies 

also Braille Routering- 


MULLEN 

TRUCKING LTD. 

We CONGRATULATE 

Alberta Native News on 10 tears 

JOINING WITH BUSINESS AND BANDS 

to promote Native interests 

IN ART AND CULTURE 

OILFIELD HAULING 

Specialized Equipment 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

Box 3085 Telephone: 

Leduc, AB (403) 986-5310 

T9E 6L8 Fax: (403) 986-3324 


ndependent 
lublishing! ▲ 

A AgPro 
Grain 


• Canadian Wheat Board Grains 

• Oil Seeds • Feed Grains 


SASKATOON 1-800-667-4246 
3404 11th St. W., Local 978-4246 


Moose Jaw 1-800-667-5174 
Britannia Park Local 694-1070 































Enoch tested for pollutants 


Confutuhthns. MMn Nntm Ntws. on fur M Annhtrsurj 

ALBERTA WILBERT 
SALES LTD. 
WATER SYSTEMS 



447-2222 


• SEPTIC TANKS • HOLDING TANKS 

• WATER CISTERNS • GARAGE SUMPS 

• POLY & FIBERGLASS TANKS 

• EFFLUENT PUMPS 
•CISTERN PUMPS 

• PARKING CURBS 

• AND A COMPLETE SUPPLY 

OF ACCESSORIES 


GESUMPS 

cs _ 

<§. 


16910-129 AVE. NW. EDMONTON 


Old problems are resurfacing at the Enoch 
First Nations, located just a few miles west of 
Edmonton. For the second time in just two years, 
the band is experiencing problems with trucks 
dumping industrial waste on reserve land. Early 
in 1992, an investigation conducted by both the 
Department of Indian Affairs and Health and 
Welfare Canada, determined that a landfill site 
and tire dump were operating without legal 
sanction or proper permits. The result was that 
former chief Jerome Morin was ordered to close 
his site down. 

Now another investigation is underway. Envi¬ 
ronment Canada is at the helm this time and 
senior environment health officer, Surinder 
Grewal, said his department is “waiting for a 
report on what the material is composed of." 

The current interest comes after an unidenti¬ 
fied local resident spotted an unfamiliar sub¬ 
stance in a ravine that many say has been the 
site of several dumpings over the past weeks. 
The source said that his fear was that the re¬ 
serve’s water system could be infiltrated with 
toxic substances. 
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Several companies have agreements with Enoch 
and are permitted to dump on the reserve. Among 
them are Alberta Vacuum Industries Ltd. and 
Aqua Clean Mobile Wash Service. In a recent 
interview the owner of Alberta Vacuum Indus¬ 
tries, Jim Ebbers, a resident of the reserve, 
blamed council for the lack of adequate security 
around the site. He said a gate that was designed 
to be kept locked is often left open and that he felt 
“it awfully suspicious that people could just walk 
in there and go on federal land and dump.” He 
added that though members had brought their 
concerns to council, they had been brushed off. 
Ebbers said he was asked to stop dumping after 
it was discovered that someone had dumped oil 
on the premise. He maintains that he has always 
honoured his agreement not to “put any junk” in 
the dump. “We wouldn’t dump anything that was 
harmful to the environment,” he emphasized. 

Ebbers said that his company would report 
anyone they felt was dumping illegally. He said ' 
that he felt that “kind of nonsense costs everyone 
in the long run.” 

Enoch chief, Howard Peacock, who has been 
criticized for his lack of concern and his lack of 
effort to bring an end to illegal dumping, was 
unavailable for comment. 


Congratulations on your lOth Anniversary 

Dial Printing 


It SPECIAJLTl** 


FAST, HIGH QUALITY 
EFFICIENT PRINTING 


(403) 420-6266 


INDIAN HEAD MEATS (19 


► CUSTOM CUTTING • FREEZER C 
» CURING & SMOKING 
» WILD GAME CUSTOM CUTTING 
* PARTY TRAYS • FUND RAISERS 
» PORTABLE CUSTOM KILLING 

( 306 ) 695-3883 

501 OTTERLOO INDIAN 


ABS 

ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGIES 

limited 

ABS ORIGINS 
12510-124 STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5L 0N5 
PHONE^>3|454^978 

7 Arthur Brian Shook 

en ALBERTA SOCIETY OF ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGISTS 


Natives delay B.C. ferry 

by Ryan Edwards 

Natives on British Columbia’s Kuper Island 
recently delayed a ferry in protest of being 
crowded off the boat. The ferry was bound for 
Chemainus. 

According to Laura Sylvester, a councillor for 
the Penelakut Band, during the summer there 
is often little or no room for people from Kuper 
Island on the feriy to Chemainus. She said that 
the problem is a result of extra people going to 
summer camps on another island, Thetis Is¬ 
land, and of the B.C. Ferry Corporation using a 
smaller ferry in the summer. The corporation 
operates on a first come, first served basis. 

On the morning of July 29, 25 vehicles and 
over 100 people were present at Kuper Island to 
board the 11:30 p.m. third sailing of the ferry 
Klitsa. However, there was no room on the boat. 
The protesters sat on the ramp, and for two 
hours refused to let the ferry leave. 


195. 

Laura Sylvester told the Victoria Times-Colo- 
nist that “We pay like everyone else and we 
can’t seem to get the ferry service we need no 
matter how hard we try, especially in the sum¬ 
mer.” She added that past talks with the B.C. 
Ferry Corporation have not resulted in solu¬ 
tions. 

A spokeswoman with the corporation said 
that the Klitsa carries four less cars—26—than 
the ferry used in the winter, the Kahloke, and 
that both boats can carry 195 passengers. She 
said that the Kahloke was put onto another 
route for the summer, and the Klitsa is the only 
boat available for the Chemainus-Kuper-Thetis 
route. She told the Times-Colonist “We are 
willing to discuss a revised schedule or some¬ 
thing that can be of help but we can’t substitute 
a vessel because we do not have one.” 



-he spofifs Traders! 




• NEW & USED DISCOUNT 
SPORTS -WHY PAY MORE 
< HUGE SELECTION 
• BARGAIN PRICES 
•CASH IN OR TRADE IN ALL 
YOUR SPORTS EQUIPMENT 


‘SERVING THE PEACE COUNTRY" 

(403) 024-2942 RIVER DRIVE MALL, PEACE RIVER, AB 

Congratulations, Alberta Native News. 

ON YOUR TENTH YEAR OF INDEPEMJENT PUBLISHING. 

Best wishes for continued success in providing 

A FREE INDEPENDENT PRESS FOR THE FlRST NATIONS. 

From 

CHIEF VERN (CHAMP) SYRETTE, 
COUNCIL AND MEMBERS 

BATCHEWANAFIRST NATIONS 

RANKIN RESERVE 15 D 
GOULAIS BAY RESERVE 15 A 
OBADJIWAN RESERVE 15 E 



236 Frontenac St., IUL 4 
Sault Ste. Marie. Ontario P6A 5K9 


ALL-MECH 


• Plumbing & Heating • Gaslitting • Sheetmetal • 1 
6209 - 52 Avenue 

Bonnyville, Alberta Phone (403) 8: 

T9N 2L7 Fax: (403) 8: 


Congratulations, y^fberta ^Native F^ews, 
on -your 10tfr yVtniversary. 
c\Ve salute your commitment to the 
preservation oj fugitive culture and wish 


you 


continued success 



0CHIESE BAND 
ADMINISTRATION 


(403) 989-3943 
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Land Claims 


Manitoba band signs $16.5 million Treaty 


by Nick Martin and Glen Mackenzie 

Chief Peter YeUowQuill’s signature was worth 
$16.5 million this month—and also five bucks 
As YellowQuill signed an historic land claims 
agreement for his Long Plain First Nation, band 
members lined up nearby to receive their annual 
$5 treaty payment from the Crown. 

It’s about time the Queen anted up more than 
- $5, joked YellowQuill later. 

The annual treaty payment each band member 
receives is unchanged since his great-great¬ 
grandfather signed the original pact with Ot¬ 
tawa in 1871, he pointed out. 

An elaborate ceremony contained elements of 
the early treaty days—such as the gift of blan¬ 
kets bestowed on government officials, including 
Liberal MP Ely ah Harper (Churchill), who stood 
in for Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin. 

YellowQuill said the plan is that the band will 
farm some land itself, growing potatoes and 
cereal grain, and rent out the rest. Some land 
may be bought and set aside if it has special 
spiritual meaning to his people, the chief said. 

To commemorate the occasion, the band coun¬ 
cil office, health centre and every other facility on 
the reserve was closed as virtually the entire 
community took in the party-like atmosphere. 

Long Plains, 14 kilometres southwest of Por¬ 
tage la Prairie, Manitoba, has been in intense 
negotiations with Ottawa for two years to settle 
land claims outstanding since the band’s original 
treaty with Ottawa in 1871. 

Long Plain is only the fiftl) of 26 Indian bands 
|ilaM»aitqbp,.with. validated lapd ,claimp : t ? .re¬ 
ceive a cash settlement. The other four bands^re 
in the northeastern Island Lakes First Nation, 
Harper’s home. 

Harper said he could not speculate when the 21 
other claims will be resolved. However, senior 
federal officials predicted in June that all 21 
could be settled within 24 months. 


The $16.5 million Long Plain settlement covers 
about 11,000 hectares beyond its current reserve 
that the band has claimed was its due under the 
1871 agreement, YellowQuill said. 

And the chief said he believes the band is now 
entitled to many more millions as compensation 
for being deprived of treaty lands. He said nego¬ 
tiations began Tuesday night for compensation 
for the 123 years the band did not enjoy the use 
of that disputed land. Long Plain will be asking 
$70 to $80 million in compensation, which in¬ 
cludes 123 years worth of interest, he said. 

Achieving land claim treaty settlements with 
First Nations usually involves more research 
than confrontation, Ray Hatfield, regional direc¬ 
tor of lands and trust services for the Indian 
Affairs Department, said yesterday. 

Hatfield, who said he played a small role in the 
Long Plain agreement, said the government of¬ 
ten needs help from a First Nation in determin¬ 
ing things like how many people are entitled to 
some compensation under a treaty. 

He said the treaties are generally clear on what 
land is involved, but further research is some¬ 
times needed in areas like mineral and water 

Hunting and fishing rights aren’t part of the 
talks, he noted. 

“We try to have a non-adversarial environment 
and.are committed to fulfilling our obligations,” 
Hatfield said. 

He said settlements involve land, cash and 
sometimes both—depending on what a First 
Nation wants. 

Hatfield said the treaty isn’t precedent-set¬ 
ting, pointing out that the governments of Sas- 
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katchewan and Alberta have settled several, and 
in Manitoba four Island Lake settlements were 
signed in March. 
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Salute to the North 


North Slave interim land withdrawals approved 


Interim land withdrawals for the Dogrib Com¬ 
prehensive Land Claim in the North Slave re¬ 
gion of the Northwest Territories have recently 
received Governor in Council approval. 

The federal government and the government of 
the Northwest Territories have agreed to with¬ 
draw approximately 13,000 square kilometres of 
crown land centring around the communities of 



Rae Lakes, Snare Lake, Rae-Edzo and Wah Ti 
(formerly Lac La Martre). The land withdrawal 
is an interim measure during the negotiation of 
a comprehensive land claim with the Dogrib in 
the North Slave region. 

The Dogrib Treaty II Council has been negoti¬ 
ating with the federal government on behalf of 
approximately 2,100 Dogrib people since the fall 
of 1993. 

Extensive staking and exploration activity in 


lead the Council to seek interim land protection 
during the negotiation of their comprehensive 
land claim. The Dogrib want to ensure that 
during land claim negotiations, no new interests 
are created in areas near their communities and 
the culturally important area of Messa Lake. 

The territorial and federal governments and 
the Dogrib are working toward enacting a com¬ 
prehensive land claim agreement and a self- 
government agreement within the next two to 
three years. The withdrawal order will remain in 
effect until September 30,1996 or upon comple¬ 
tion of Dogrib land selection should this occur 


INUIT OUT OF IT 


by Eddie Kalausik 


A small hand touched the child’s shoulder. 

1 1 

The kid seemed a bit bolder 

Than his little brother’s brittle composure. 


“Don’t cry, the/re full of lies, 


The only time they'll stop to think is if we die.” 


Arm in arm they walked towards the Eskimo Inn. I 1 f f Y 

The lobby would be warm, 

ft ( > i 

But entry required charm. 

The little one once again began a sniffling cry. 

“No.no”, gasped his brother. 

Slowly, they turned and left through the misty door. 

“It may be warm for now but it will quickly turn to qiqsaq.” 

They picked up the pace. 

At the bottom of the stairs 

What a race! 

Was a well paid parka clad lady 

Two small boys rushing for shelter 

Who ushered them into a waiting S.S. car. 

As the little one’s pants began to freeze. 

Emotionally exhausted, cold, hungry, and irate, 

Up the stairs they struggled 

Tonight they would steep in the arms of the state. , 

And into the lobby they huddled. 

(Note: qiqsaq means “something frozen" 

“Out! Out!”, yelled a fat old clerk. 

in the Inuvialuktung language.) 
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Yellowknife Hardware 
Limited 

P. 0. Box 879 

51st Street and 51st Avenue 
Yellowknife, NWT X1A2N6 
Phone 873-4537 
or Fax 873-6523 


our 10th Anniversary. We salt 


THOMSON UNDERWOOD 
McLELLAN SURVEYS LTD. 


Box 2545, Yellowknife. NWT XIA 2P8 


• Legal & Engineering Surveys 

• Mineral Claim Surveys & Staking 

• Land Information Surveys (GIS) 

• Oil Field & Photo Control Surveys 

• GPS Surveys 

Andrew Brebner, C.L.S.. P.Eng., Manager - 873-9370 (Res.) 

Phone:873-5792 Fax:873-4947 




Congratulations, >\[berta l lV(ative l TN(e\vs, 
on ^our 10th ^tniversar^ 

BOUWA WHEE CATERING LTD. 


jyy^WESTERN/WESTLUND fh 

A DIVISION OF EMCO LIMITED V/ 



■ PLUMBING SUPPLIES ■ HEATING SUPPLIES 

■ STEEL PIPE ■GEOTEXTILES 

■ FLANGES ■ NEWCO VALVES (GATES, 

■ WELD FITTING GLOBES, CHECKS) 

■ PIPE HANGERS ■ TAPE COAT 

■ VICTAULIC PROTECTIVE 

■ CERTA-LOK PVC COATINGS 

WELL CASING ■ RIGID TOOLS 

HYDRONIC HEATING SPECIALISTS 
Design & Supply 
In Floor, Overhead, Radiation 
Exclusive Distributors for the Burnam Boiler Line 
Largest stock of Wirsbo Product 
North of Edmonton 

Ph.(403)532-3363 Fax (403) 538-4166 

TOLL FREE: 1-800-661-7840 



• MANUFACTURING FIBREGLASS 

• SEPTIC & WATER TANKS 

• CUSTOM DESIGN TANKS 

• FIBREGLASS REPAIRS 

• POLY-URETHANE FOAM INSULATION 

(403) 668-6662 

Fax (403) 668-6076 
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Rae Lakes Dogrib Attain Band Status 

by Brian Savage 

In early July, Chief Henry Gon of Rae Lakes 
was presented with a Ministerial Order, which is 
the final approval of Band Status for the commu¬ 
nity. Rae Lakes was formerly a sub-band of the 
Dogrib Rae Band. 

Ron Irwin, Minister of Indian Affairs sent his 
congratulations to Rae Lakes on attaining Band 
status. “The separation of the Rae Lakes Band 

from the Dogrib Rae Band will allow the Band to “First of all we’d like to workshop with DIAND ” 

establish itself as a separate entity and to partici- says Chief Gon. “To meet with them access 
np^HettL= q w>l, P fw e a m ' urrent land claims resource people and discuss budgets.” ’ 
negotiations with the federal government.” Such topics as employment and housing “will 

Chief Henry Gon is pleased that the new Band be discussed after we get our office in Diace and 
has been created and they are now full partners, that depends on how fast we work ” ? ’ 

Sr“We r «erok nffoTa^f f“ nd - , According to the chief there are “lots” of bands 

nnr' nl aflLr= f forward to administering being created in the region with Snare Lake 
federri^nt5rn^p I f d ” de .^ la e dl rectly with the possibly being the next to achieve official status. 
The fti’ Said P hle / G °?' The chief sees nothing but positive steps for the 

The creation of the new band is the first step band in the future. “It’s good for theband to 
l W n a dl S Hn enCy and taking COntr °‘ ° f their Erectly deal with the government departments 
own aestiny^ . It was a long process and it was hard on the 

tT ltS K° W , n band s ‘ atus * he 25 °- P e °P le - They didn't understand and there had to 
member Rae Lakes band were dependent on be translations and a lot of legwork for the public 
monies from the Dogrib Band. They controlled to know what we were saying and what would 
the core funding,” says Chief Gon, who adds that happen. When the public realised what we were 
the Dogrib Band supported us when we created saying they went for it.” 

our own bandL Funding will now go from Ottawa Rae Lakes is situated on the interior chain of 

. , lakes between Great Slave and Great Bear Lakes 

That office has yet to be set up, however, and in the NWT, approximately 177 air kilometres 
the chief acknowledges the band has a lot of work northwest of Yellowknife 
to do before its administrative structure will be Rae Lakes is the third community in the past 
m place - two years to attain Band status. West Point First 

— _ Nation achieved full 

Band status on March 
31, 1994, and Colville 
Lake First Nation, on 


April 22,1993. The Rae Lakes Band is affiliated 
with and is now a full member of the Dogrib 
Treat.v 11 


NORTHERN METALIC SALES (NWT) LTD. 


/ OtA *4 “TUUiut anU 

udtwu. it (ZaxocU 

Rae Lakes Band 

A NEWLY CONSTITUTED EQUAL PARTNER 
IN LAND CLAIMS NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF CANADA! 

>4 CMviteaq tf: 

Chief Henry Gon 

and Councillors: 

Peter Arrowmaker, Jimmy B. Mantla, 
Charlie Wetrade, Mary Gon, 

Fred Mantla, John D. Quitte, 
Jimmy Arrowmaker 



Band Office (403) 997-3004 
Fax (403) 997-3411 

Write to: Rae Lakes Band, General 
Delivery Rae Lakes, NT XOE 1RO 
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Inuvialuit To Clean Up Dew Line Site 


The Inuvialuit Development Corporation (IDC) 
has begun work on its fourth and largest envi¬ 
ronmental services contract of 1994. The con¬ 
tract is for the environmental reclamation of the 
abandoned Defense Early Warning (DEW) Line 
site at Horton River located between Tuktoyaktuk 
and Paulatuk on the Arctic Ocean. 


NORTH 

_ PEACE 

REFRIGERATION 

AIR CONDITIONING 
& ICE MAKERS 


(403) 624-4649 


9810-97th Street, PE 



SUB-ARCTIC SURVEYS LTD. 

Congratulates 
Alberta Native Neas 
on your 

10th anniversary 
of independent 
publishing 

SUB ARCTIC SURVEYS LTD. 

P. 0. Box 2441, Yellowknife, NWT X1A 2P8 
Tel. (403) 873-2047 Fax. (403) 873-9079 



Conaiatueations ok 10 years of stmleQ 
the first Nations 

The Ptarmigan 

a INN 



The contract which was awarded to IDC by the 
Department of Indian and Northern Affairs un¬ 
der the Arctic Environment Strategy will train 
and employ more than thirty Northerners, the 
majority of whom will be Inuvialuit. The work 
willbecarriedoutbyten subcontractors from the 
communities of Paulatuk, Tuktoyaktuk, 
Yellowknife, Inuvik and Aklavik in the North¬ 
west Territories. 

“The withdrawal of spending in the DEW Line, 
North Warning System, and oil and gas explora¬ 
tion in the Western Arctic require IDC to develop 
new business opportunities. These contracts dem¬ 
onstrate that new markets, such as environmen¬ 
tal services can begin to replace the decline in 
business from the military and oil and gas com¬ 
panies,” said IDC Chairman, Dennie Lennie. 

The work will include the disposal of the build¬ 
ings, and over 5000 dispersed barrels. In addi¬ 
tion, IDC will be responsible for the more com¬ 
plex aspects of environmental reclamation such 
as stabilizing existing land fills, and handling 
and removing PCB’s, asbestos, heavy metals, 
petroleum, oil and lubricants from this site. 

“These contracts reflect IDC’s strategy to tar¬ 
get a growing number of business opportunities 
in the environmental sector. IDC’s business plan 
is to export the cold temperature environmental 
expertise developed in the N.W.T. to other 
circumpolar markets,” explained Mr. Lennie. 
IDC’s environmental contracts create more than 
forty seasonal employment opportunities, how¬ 
ever, they only partially offset last year’s rev¬ 
enue from defense and oil and gas contracts. 

The subcontractors to be used in the Horton 
River project include: the Tuktoyaktuk Commu¬ 
nity Corporation, the Paulatuk Community Cor¬ 
poration, Avati Ltd. of Yellowknife, which is an 
environmental services company jointly owned 
by Nunasi Corporation and IDC, Storr and Sons 




and from Inuvik, Stanton Distributing Company 
Ltd., Inuvialuit Sporting Goods Ltd., Aklak Air 
Ltd., Inuvialuit Projects Inc., and IDC’s new 
helicopter services joint venture with Canadian 
Helicopters Limited. 


Congratulations Alberta Native Nellie, on your 
10 th Anniversary of independent publishing, from 

JB^brazeau repairs 

COMPLETE HOME MAINTENANCE 

• FURNACE MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

• OIL BURNER SERVICE 

• STEAMING SEWERS & WATER LINES 

• HIGH PRESSURE WASHING & FLUSH • PLUMBING 
•GENERAL MAINTENANCE 
CALL ALEX 

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE & WEEKENDS 


| 873-5882 | 

DURING THE DAY 873-3647 






Best wishes to Alberta Native News on 10 years of 

Congratulations, Alberta thfotive 9{ews, 
on your 10th anniversary 

Our store is situated in the heart of Fort Smith 
and we will be pleased to serve you 
whether you are a resident or a tourist 

• General Merchandise • Souvenirs • Meat Market 

Office & General Merchandise (403) 872-2345 
Clothing & Dry Goods (403) 872-2567 

Fax:(403)872-5304 

FORT SMITH, NWT — “Canada's Last Frontier” 
Distributors of the Alberta Native News 


1 Paul Bros . 1 
1 Welding LtdM 


•Tank & Pipeline Steel Fabricating 

-Pressure /^Machine 

• Stainless *20 Ton 

& Aluminum Rough Terrain 

•TLG..IM.I.G B ■ >35 Ton Truck 

1 873-2522 1 

B M FAX LINE 920-2468 gj 

■ 7 Melville Dr., P.0. Box 566, YELLOWKNIFE. NWT XIA 


or fax 873-3647 

P. O. BOX 1797, YELLOWKNIFE, NWT X1A 2P4 



Kinship and the Drum Dance in 
a Northern Dene Community 

by M.L. Asch 


Softcover $15.00 (ISBN 0-919058-74-4) 
Hardcover $25.00 (ISBN 0-919058-73-6) 
To order: Please send cheque or money order to 
Canadian Circumpolar Institute, University of Alberta, 
Old St. Stephen’s College, #302 8820-112 St., 
Edmonton, ABT6G 2E2. 

Shipping: $3.50 first book, $1.50 ea. additional book. 
(Please include 7% GST on total) 
Telephone: (403) 492-2857 Fax: (403) 492-1153 
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Gatherings & Celebrations 


XV Commonwealth Games: A Gathering of Nations 

The XV Commnnwpfllth Clamao —■ _ ** 


The XV Commonwealth Games in Victoria 
quickly approaching with the opening ceremo¬ 
nies on August 18 and the excitement is defi- 



Happy Anniversary, Alberta Native News! 
alute the commitment to preserve Native cultur 
and wish you continued success, from 

Selkirk Gas Bar 

OPEN 

in Pelly Crossing, Yukon 
8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

24-HOUR CARDLOCK SYSTEM 

In operation 

Accepts Visa/Mastercard 
Owned and operated by Selkirk First Nation 
and Selkirk Development Corp. 

s... .Selkirk Gas 

Box 97, Pelly Crossing, Yukon YOB IPO 

Tel. 537-3307 Fax 537-3016 



i- Lahal Tournament (bone game) at the Tsawout 
s Longhouse in Saanich, British Columbia, 
d This ancient game, played to the traditional 
chanting and beat of drums, involves the ex¬ 
change of special carved bones from one team to 
another. 

Each team is guided by a “guesser” who must 
correctly guess which one of the two concealed 
bones, of each set, is the unmarked (female) 
bone. The opposing side wins a stick when a 
guesser misses identifying which player on the 
opposite team has the unmarked bone. The win¬ 
ning team is the one that collects both sets of 
sticks plus the “king” stick. This may happen 
very quickly or last for several hours before a 
team emerges victorious. On the basis of chance, 
as opposed to skill, the game plays for sticks, 
entertainment and money. 

Thuleescha, (the Athlete’s Village), is located 
Continued on Page 29 



CoDgralulalions, 

Alberta 

Native News 

CHIMMKIKA 

IOlhAnniTersaiy. 
Wesalufe the 

Social Hand Drums 

to presene 

Native culture 
and wish you 
continued 
success, from 

-S3 

Drum Maker 

Sherman Butler 


Box 11, RR2, Sutton West, Ontario LOE IRQ 


Phone: 005) 728-2623 


WAWASKINAGA 1ST ANNUAL COMPETITION POW WOW 

September 24 & 25, 1994, Whitefish River First Nation, Birch Island, Ontario 

ALL VISITORS WELCOMED 

FREE ON-SITE CAMPING 

SECURITY • INTER-TRIBAL DANCING 
NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT 

COMPETITION 

MEN'S GOLDEN AGE (55+) 

Includes all styles 

ARTS & CRAFTS 

WOMEN'S GOLDEN AGE (55+) 

MEN'S (age categories: 18 - 29 & 30 - 54) 

.“assssr 

TE T 'E3ErSH Fancy 

ACCOMMODATION RATES AVAILABLE 

SSH Fancy 

s Friday, September 23: b^p.m. - 8 p.m. 

|UNIORG| a RLS G (7 S - S U f™* 

^^^Traditional, Jingle & Fancy 

Grand Entries: 11:30 a.m. both days 

Hi T ™:r 

F0 ^VVawaskfnaga^Pmv^Wow^Club^eps^^" ( 
Kiki McGregor: (705) 285-0210 Collect Evenings I 
Leon or Patty Lightning: (705) 285-0177 


Wawaskinaga Pow Wow Club, 

• „„C3 


CATEGORIES 
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l-Hos joins Tribal Journey to open 
Commonwealth Games 


TRIBAL JOURNEYS ~ 
CANOE QUEST ROUTE 



by Leroy Van Dyck 

The Comox Band is 
once again home to the 
mythical serpent I- 
Hos through the ef¬ 
forts of carvers Calvin 
Frank and Melvin 
Child and a host of vol¬ 
unteers. 

On July 21 the road 
between Comox and 
Courtenay was 
blocked off to allow the 
people of the Comox 
Valley to gather for the 
official launch of I- 
Hos, an eight hundred 
pound 32 foot whaling 
canoe carved from a 
single piece of red ce¬ 
dar. Approximately 


pie. Travelling in great canoe treks was accom¬ 
panied by drumming, dancing and singing. So 
too, the Tribal Journey to Victoria is celebrated 
with traditional ceremonies and feasts. 

All northern canoes met in Port Rupert on 
August 3 to form a southbound flotilla with 
celebrations in each territory as it passed through. 
The journey is one of the largest cultural gather¬ 
ings of canoes in Canadian history with partici¬ 
pating canoes joining the flotilla at each sched¬ 
uled stop-over. 

The destination is Victoria’s Inner Harbour for 
the Commonwealth Games Traditional Coast 
Salish Welcome Ceremony on August 18. Re¬ 
enacting time, the paddlers will gather as their 
forefathers did years ago, travelling in ocean 
going canoes. 

Dressed in full regalia, they will welcome vis¬ 
iting Nations to the XV Commonwealth Games. 


gathered to celebrate and watch the dances in 
the Koumoux longhouse. Barbecue salmon din¬ 
ners and I-Hos t-shirts were sold to raise money. 

When the dances were finished fourteen men 
and women raised I-Hos off the ground and 
placed it in the bay. With the sun setting and the 
full moon rising in the sky eleven paddlers al¬ 
lowed the mythical serpent I-Hos to carry them 
on this inaugural journey. 

The ceremonial launch kicked off the final 
phase for the I-Hos crew to prepare for the 
August 3 -17 Tribal Journey to Victoria. I-Hos is 
now one of approximately 30 canoes from Pacific 
Coast First Nations participating in the journey 
which will culminate at the opening of the XV 
Commonwealth Games inVictoria (See map for 

Traditionally, canoes were the only mode of 
transportation for West Coast First Nations peo- 






Dauphin Friendship Centre Inc. 


201 - 1st Avenue N.E. 

Dauphin, Manitoba R7N1A7 

(204) 638-5707 Fax 638-4799 



MOOSE JAW 

Moose Jaw Native Friendship Centre 


Congratulations on your 
IFOEPEPOENT PUBLISHING. CONTINUED SUCCESS IN PROVIDING 
AN IFDEPEM7ENT FREE PRESS FOR THE FlRST NATIONS, 


Th^ Executive Directors and Staff oi 


QU’APPELLE VALLEY 
FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 



P. O. Box 240, Fort Qj’Appelle. SK SOG ISO 
Tel. (306) 332-5616 Fax (306) 332-5091 


FBOC LAKE FIRST NATIONS POW WOW 


-S-44-H-4-0-4-AUGUST 15r t6p 27p 28p 1994 -o-m-o-m-s-h- 


i at the Pow Wow Grounds EVERYONE WELCOME! 
Jaylon Cross or Linda Cross at (403) 943-2031 


Hosted by: City Slickers 

Contact: Donalda Stanley at (403) 943-3737 (work) (403) 943-2223 (home; 
or Eunice Jackson-Frying Pan (403) 726-3829 


ine Fiddler (403) 943-2211 (work) 


game Hosted by: Frog Lake & Fishing Lake Handgame Committee 

lament Contact: Angcline Berland (403) 943-3737 (work) (403) 943-2267 (home) or 

Roland Quinney (403) 943-3737 (work) or (403) 943-2577 (home) 




Ulc saCute tdo first Nations organizers 
of tde CommonweaCtA games! 


< 2 . 


CELANESE 



Fort George • 
Buckingham House 

Interpretive Centre 


rsary of independent publishing! 


OPEN TO SEPTEMBER 5,94 
HOURS 10 A.M.T0 6P.M. DAILY PH. (403) 724-2611 
iAPESi AGAIN tN-MAY,Jlf)5.,F^< v (46A) ZUrm}. *.: 


Abena 


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
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Art for the Gathering of Nations 

The Queen’s Baton is a tradition of each 
Commonwealth Games and serves as a unifying 
symbol to the Peoples of the Commonwealth. 

The Baton was commissioned by B.C. Hydro 
working in partnership with the Native Partici¬ 
pation Committee of the XV Commonwealth 
Games. It will carry Queen Elizabeth II’s per¬ 
sonal message of greeting that will be read at the 
Opening Ceremonies on Thursday, August 18, 

The Queen’s Baton for the 1994 Common- — 

wealth Games is truly unique. It represents an 
artistic and cultural collaboration among Abo¬ 
riginal artists from three of the First Nations on 
Vancouver Island (Coast Salish, Nuu-Chah- 
Nulth and Kwagiulth). 

The artistic designs on the baton are symbols 
of the artists’ families and cultures. For the First 
Nations people their homeland is a place of 
contact between the natural and supernatural 
world—a place of transformation and change. 

The imagery created by the three artists cel¬ 
ebrates this connection. 

Charles Elliott is from the hosting Coast 
Salish Nation on whose ancestral territory the 
XV Commonwealth Games are held. Charles 
chose the symbols of a frog (herald) and a wolf to 
represent the Coast Salish people. The wolf is a 

protector spirit and is on the baton to protect all bymenforwomen, theywere used to create items 
who are taking part in the Games. of wealth and tools of prestige and purification. 

Art Thompson is from the Nuu Chah Nulth Susan A. Point has modernized the classic 
Nation. Art chose the image of a wolf, one of his Spindle Whorl tool maintaining the balance and 
peoples most prestipous symbols. contribution of men and women, in both sacred 

Richard Hunt is from the Kwagiulth Nation, and secular functions (male on left female on 
Richard chose two symbols to represent the right). She has captured the energy of two 
Kwagiulth people. One is a raven with a frog in Salishian dancers with arms extended to wel- 
its mouth the raven being the main crest of come the world. The energy centre of the modern- 
Richard s family; the other is a kulus (kooloose), lzed whorl contains North America as the site of 
an immature thunderbird. the XV Commonwealth Games. 

These First Nations artists used the same The design also celebrates our interconnec- 
symbols in designing the Commonwealth Games tions with the natural and supernatural worlds 
gold, silver and bronze medals (see sidebar). and the environment. The open mouths of the 
„ ****** Salishian dancers, “Echo the Spirit” of harmony, 

traditionally, the Spindle Whorl was an balance, prayer and welcome the world to tradi- 
elaborately carved wooded weaving instrument tional Coast Salish territory (S.W. British Co- 
usedtoply mountaingoatwoolintoyam. Carved lumbia), site of the XV Commonwealth Games 



Congratulations on your 10th Anniversary! 

GIORGIOS PIZZA ,, PASTA 
& STEAK HOUSE 

ATHABASCA, ALBERTA 


rfUettA Native News 
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CENTRAL OKANAGAN 
INDIAN FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY 

442 Leon Avenue, Kelowna, B.C. VIY 6J3 
TEL: (604) 763-4905 FAX: (604) 861-5514 



Fishing Lake ^ 

Dry Social and Dance 
Everyone Welcome 

At Wadena Legion Hall - August 27,1994 

• Lunch will be served • 50/50 Draws • Dance 8:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. 
Music by Elmer Cote & Northern Lights 
Sponsored by Fishing Lake First Nation Alcohol & Drug Prevention Program 
Admission: Adults $6 • Seniors & Students $4 • Children under 12 $2 

For more information call (306) 338-3838 or Fax. (306) 338-3635 
THERE WILL BE NO ALCOHOL OR DRUGS ALLOWED 


^Congratulations 

‘The 


ir 1 Otb ^Anniversary of ln< 


OQus© gVcrge 

■ 104 DELUXE ROOMS ■ MEETING & BANQUET FACILITIES 
■ DINING ROOM - COFFEE SHOP & LOUNGE 
■ SPECIAL WEEKEND FAMILY RATES ■ SPECIAL RATES FOR SENIORS 
( 306 ) 244-6133 - 157 - 2nd Ave. N., Saskatoon 
Fax (306) 652-4672 TOLL FREE 1-800-667-1234 
- Special Corporate and First Nation Rates Available 


For expert friendly service and advice visit us today 

Complete Line of Automotive Parts 
RETAIL & WHOLESALE » DOMESTIC ♦ IMPORT 

B 1 (403)791-30001 gj 

16-36 RIEDEL ST., FORT McMURRAY, ALBERTA 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on 


Marine Pipeline Construction 
OF CANADA ( 1993 ) 




Wishing you many more decades of successful publishing, from 


MOTORCYCLE & SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 


553-3828 6io -12th street, ft. macleod 


We Fake this opportuitif to salute Alberta Native News 
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BEST SELECTION! NEWEST HITS! MOST MOVIE FUN! 
IN WETASKIWIN 


3760 - 56 Street, Wetaskiwin, AB 
(Across from McDonalds) 


CLEARWATER WELDING 
10th Amumsary & FABRICATING LTD. 



• MOBILE WELDING 
• SHOP WELDING 
• PRESSURE WELDING 
• ALUMINUM & 
STAINLESS FABRICATION 


C.W.B. APPROVED 
FOR STEEL FABRICATION 
FAX: 743-5576 
8124 FRASER AVE. , 


(403) 743-2171 












































































MNA holds 66th 
Annual Assembly 

by John Copley 


About 540 kilometres north of Edmonton on 
highway 63, lies the town of Fort McMurray— 
this year’s site for the Metis Nation of Alberta’s 
(MNA) 66th annual assembly. And if the event 
(August 19-21) is to be reminiscent of past get- 
togethers, this could indeed be a gala affair. But 
times change with the attitudes of the people and 
it’s more than likely to be an assembly that 


Congratulations on providing a decade of accedence 
in pu6Cisfting 



HARLEY 

DAVIDSON 


OF EDMONTON 
New Harley Davidson ’95 
NOW IN STOCK 
Low cost repairs for your 
older models 


Located at the corner of 
124 St. and Yellowhead Trail 


Phone 451-7857 
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Congratulations on your 1st Decade of Independent Publishing 

DAN’S AUTO REPAIR 

* FREE INSPECTION NO OBLIGATION * 

* CUSTOM PIPE BENDING* 

* BRAKE SERVICE* 

General Automobile Repair r 


* Wheel alignments * Tire balancing * 

* Ask about our conditional Lifetime Guarantee * 
+ Dual Conversions * 

* Expert Tune-ups With The Counsellor * 
(computerized diagnostic scope) 

24 Hour Towing 

( 306 ) 236-3322 

After hours residence (306) 236-6480 
302 1st Ave. W., Meadow Lake, SK 


comes ready and able to discuss the future of the 
organization and the masses it represents. 

The MNA has had it’s fair share of hard times 
in recent days. 

Continuous in-fighting by board members of 
the organization has persisted since last year’s 
sudden death of long serving president, Larry 
Desmeules. A series of investigations has been 
conducted into the affairs of the organization and 
its ruling members. The first of these investiga¬ 
tions was begun by association president, Gerald 
Thom. He says he was following up on a promise 
he made to the Metis people of Alberta when he 
said that “I (will) put all of our operations under 
a microscope.” 

In the same September interview Thom said 
that he thought it was “healthy for any organiza¬ 
tion to put its operations to an impartial test from 
time to time.” 

Further investigations were carried out by fac¬ 
tions of the Edmonton Police Services as well as 
government funding agencies. The various in¬ 
vestigations failed to uncover any wrong-doing 
and Thom says he thinks the whole affair “was a 
complete waste of precious time—time that could 
have been spent readying our people for self- 
government.” 

The MNA president said there were some fac¬ 
tions of the association’s board and their support¬ 
ers that “purposely delayed the efforts of this 
organization by their constant in-fighting and 
failure to work on a united front for the better¬ 
ment of the people.” Thom feels that these meas¬ 
ures were taken “in an effort to divide the organi¬ 


zation and try to show that the current leaders 
were not doing the job.” But, says Thom, “we’re 
slowly getting back on track and we’ll be ready to 
give the whole membership a new look at things” 
during the upcoming annual assembly. 

According to the Zone IV Vice President and 
MNA Secretary, Lyle Donald, this year’s assem¬ 
bly will see the organization lay all of its cards on 
the table. 

“There is too much confusion and therefore 
some distrust about some of the association’s 
enterprises,” explained Donald. “For instance, 
much of the organization’s business is run (for 
expediency and cost reasons) with or through 
numbered companies. This year there will be 
names, addresses and details about these busi¬ 
ness dealings. We want the people to have a 
better understanding of the day-to-day opera¬ 
tion of the (MNA).” 

President Thom concurred when he said that 
“many of our people do not understand the 
spreadsheet system of explaining finances; this 
year we hope to bring better understanding to 
our membership.” 

Secretary Donald has prepared a 64 page fi¬ 
nancial report that includes not only the num¬ 
bers but the text to explain, in detail, just what 
the organization is doing. 

Thom says the Ft. McMurray assembly will 
introduce the first of many new changes to be 
made over the next while. He’s got a couple of 
priorities that “must be dealt with before any¬ 
thing can be accomplished.” The first is the 
implementation of an Electoral Commission. This 
commission, already ratified by the MNA board, 
will come about if the idea meets with approval 
at the annual assembly. “The Commission,” says 
Thom “will set electoral policy and look after all 
enumerations. The second is to deal with the 
priorities of the people. “We need to focus on the 
issues that affect the people. We must look after 
the bread and butter issues like our fishing and 
hunting rights, for example. Employment and 
welfare rolls are being cut every month; when 
this money runs out, our people will have a great 
need of their cultural and traditional back¬ 
grounds. It is important to begin training pro¬ 
grams that will help our children thrive and 
prosper.” 

The MNA’s current three year business plan 
has a three-fold mission and Thom says the first 
thing on the agenda is to begin decentralizing the 
association. “The end result is to see services 
administered right at the community level. The 
time is coming for people to take control over 
Continued, on Page 35 
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Tel: (605) 398-6923 Fax:(605)432-4754 
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Dreamspeakers last 
big festival of the year 



Storytellers, songwriters, film makers, singers, poets and other 
Aboriginal artists and performers will bring Edmonton’s festival 
season to a close later this month (Aug. 24-27) when the Dreamspeakers 
third annual Festival takes place in Edmonton. 

The four-day extravaganza will feature per- 


Stoney band recreates 
historic ride 




by Dale Stelter 


C ° mmemorated a “ 

At that time, Chief Ta Otha of the Stoneys had defied the federal govern¬ 
ment and led 100 band members on a ride from their reserve, located about 
bO kilometres west^of Calgary, to their ancestral hunting grounds on the 


^aigary, to tneir ancestral huntii 
Kootenay Plains. The trek covered about 175 kilometres. 

lifi;L!? ten a Z aS n!l at . the p , eople would be able to live their traditional 
hfestyie, and Ta Othas people prospered on the plentiful resources of the 


iue luui-udj extravaganza win mature per¬ 
formers from nations around the world. Partici- 
pating nations will include Canada, New Zea- '' 
land, Peru, Argentina, Ecuador, Bolivia, Guam, 
Australia and the United States. 

Greg Coyes, Dreamspeakers Festival presi¬ 
dent, said his organization is proud to be “hosting 
our brothers and sisters from around the globe,” 
and that it was a “rare opportunity for Aboriginal 
artists and storytellers to come together. It’s a 
unique gathering.” 

But, as reported in an earlier issue of Alberta 
Native News, government funding is having its 
effect on the celebrations. Changes have had to 
be made in the scheduling of events and in fact, 
only one of the events will still be held at Church¬ 
ill Square—usually a focal point for the festival. 
Only the opening ceremonies and a Round Dance 
will be held at this venue. Both take place on 
August 24. 

Centennial Park Plaza—located right behind 
the library—will see a variety of Aboriginal per¬ 
formers from 11:30 in the morning until 1:30 in 
the afternoon and from 5 to 7 p.m. (Aug. 25-27). 
This is the only location that will allow specta¬ 
tors to watch for free. Other venues can be visited 
on a $6 daily admission button. 

Executive producer of the extravaganza, Loro 
Carmen, says more money is needed. “Because of 
the cutbacks we are having to raise more money 


The federal government labeUed Ta Otha’s people as squatters, and refused 

-a recognize them. It was only after about fifty years that the government 
tbe P e °P* e a reserve, but trapping had already begun to dwindle. In 
1970, the Abraham dam was built nearby by the Alberta government, and the 
few remaining trap lines, along with cabins and graves, were flooded Today 
highways run through areas that were once wilderness. 

About 150 descendants of Ta Otha now live on the Big Horn Reserve, 
located near Nordegg, approximately 260 kilometres southwest of Edmon¬ 
ton. Most of the 3,000 members of the Stoney Band live on the original 
reserve. ® 

About 30 Stoney members and workers commemorated Ta Otha’s trip with 
a nde of their own. Stoney Chief Ernest Wesley, a great-great grandson of Ta 
Otha, who was also known as Peter Wesley, told the Edmonton Journal that 
Back then, Peter Wesley had a vision of independence. That’s the reason why 
we take on this trip.” Ernest Wesley said he believes the way off of welfare is 
to first raise self-esteem, and then move on to economic development. The 
commemorative ride was one component of the process. 


Look lo us for great service 
during llie man; important First 
and Metis Nation meetings 
in Saskatoon this Summer 1994 


J PACK TOWN 

HOTEL 


"Beautiful 

SPECIAL WEEKEND 
FAMILY RATES 
FRIDAYS t SATURDAYS 




• 109 ROOMS • MEETING & BANQUET ROOMS — CAPACITY 10 TO 200 

• INDOOR HEATED POOL, SAUNA 8 WHIRLPOOL 

• FOUR SEASONS DINING ROOM WITH RIVER VIEW 

• LOUNGE • HOP HOUSE BEVERAGE ROOM 

• PARKING 200 CARS, INCLUDING INDOOR PARKADE 


924 SPADINA ORES. E„ 
^SASKATOON, SK S7K 3H5 


NO CHARGE — DIAL RESERVATIONS 

1-800-667-3999 


(306)665-8698^ 


m initiative.” 


The daily admission button is good for a variety 
of events. These include three downtown loca¬ 
tions -Centennial Library, Edmonton Art Gal¬ 
lery and the Colin Low Theatre which is located 
in Canada Place. These locations will allow in¬ 
terested spectators to watch screenings of vari¬ 
ous Native movies and video productions. 

There will be a total of 28 movies held at the 
above locations and these will be offset by a 
variety of performances by poets, storytellers 
and dancers. 

Concerts at the Westin Hotel will take place on 
the 26 th and 27 th of August and will include well 
known Canadian entertainers Laura Vinson and 
Clyde Roulette’s blues band. The Westin will 
also host an arts and crafts show as well as a 
video and film trade fair. 

A consulting company from the United States 
will be helping the festival to ensure that movie 
makers give the proper portrayal of Native peo¬ 
ple. 

Greg Coyes said that “with people coming from 
all over the world, we felt it would be most 
valuable to get together, screen one another’s 
work and talk about the issues that arise from 


BATCIBVANa first nation's 6TH ANNUAL 
pomoNALPOwwovv 

honouring OUR Families 


IN HONOUR AND MEMORY OF MINISNO 


September 9,10,11,1994 

(Rankin Reserve Pow Wow Grounds — beside ballfield/Gran Street) 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 


GENERAL PUBLIC WELCOME 


HOST DRUM: Northern Wind 
GUEST DRUM: Biackstone 
Whitetail 


HEAD DANCERS: To be announced 


HEAD VETERAN: Larry Matrious 


GRAND ENTRY: 

FIRST 10 DRUMS TO REGISTER ARE GUARANTEED HONORARIA 


For more info.: Nadine Roach (705) 759-0914 

ABSOLUTELY NO DRUGS OR ALCOHOL 


TRADITIONAL CONFERENCE/SPEAKERS FORUM 
ADAM LUSSIER • DOROTHY SAM 
(Other Resources to be confirmed) Sept 9,1994 


Sponsorship provided by: Batchewana First Nation Community and Community Programming 
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1994 POW WOW GUIDE 


It’s Pow Wow Season again! We at Alberta Native 
News have put together a schedule of some of the 
upcoming Pow Wow events and other happenings. 
Our list will be updated as the season progresses and 
we hope it gives you an idea of what to expect in the 
weeks to come. Good luck to all the summer festival 
participants and have a great time! 

August 

• North Star Native Art Shows, Edmonton, AB (403) 438-6682 

Auaust15-20 

• Opasquiak Indian Days, The Pas, MB, (204) 623-5483 


Congnotufotas on gom 10th ^nmi/MsdAg 
cACtatln ^Native cjleus- QA/csfcing you continued success! 

MANNING IGA 
FOOD MARKET 


IGA 


P.O.Box 280 

Manning, Alberta TOH 2M0 
Ph: (403) 836-3285 Fax: (403) 836-3016 
Store Hours: Open 9 to 9,7 days a week 



TOWN 

OF 

PEACE 

RIVER 


Kssp up Us food WO/4, Altscta Natlvs Nsais. 
you poOtlcatlos It a wo mist fat comHuUIOM of 
assn. coitus. Ittost ami A6oclfloat cut 



• Septic Tanks 

• 1 Compartment Cisterns 

• 1500,2000,3100 Gallons 

• Pumps and Accessories 

• Will Deliver to Excavation Site 

Buy From Factory 
472-TANK 

(472-8265) 

Toll Free #1-800-661-5667 
Fax 478-5699 


August 27 - 28 

• Three Fires Homecoming, Hagerville, ON (905) 768-1133 

• 2nd Annual Pow Wow, Windsor, ON, (519) 948-8365. 


August 18-21 

• 66th Annual Assembly of the Metis Nation of Alberta, Fort 
McMurray, AB, (403) 743-2659 


• Mixed Modified Provincials hosted by the Saddle Lake Reds, 
Saddle Lake AB,(403) 726-2363 

• Long Lake Annual, Long Lake, AB, (403) 826-3333 

• Beardy’s and Okemasis Celebration, Duck Lake, SK, Garnet 
Eyapaise (306) 467-4523. 


Fairgrounds, Olds, AB 

• Nechi Institute Reunion, Edmonton, Alberta (403) 458-1884 


August 24 - 27 

• Third Annual Dreamspeakers Festival, Edmonton, Alberta 
(403)439-3513 

August 25-28 

• Frog Lake First Nations PowWow and Sports Tournament 
(403) 943-3737 

August 26 

• A Symposium on Urban Health for Aboriginal Peoples hosted 
by the Native Council of Canada (Alberta) at the Charies 
Camsell Hospital (403) 454-8832 

August 26 - 28 

• Yorkton Friendship Centre, Yorkton, SK, (306) 782-2822 

• White Bear, White Bear, SK, Irene Lone Thunder (306) 577- 
2406 

• Chief Anahem Annual First Nations Family Sports and Music 
Celebration, Williams Lake, BC, (604) 392-3918 


August 31 - Septembers 

• 2nd Annual National Youth and Elder Conference in conjunc¬ 
tion with the National American Indian Movement Confer¬ 
ence, Fort Snelling State Park, St. Paul, Minnesota (612) 
331-8862 

September 


6th Annual Traditional Pow Wow, Honouring Our Families, 
Batchewana First Nation, Ranken Reserve Pow Wow Grounds, 
(705) 759-0914 

September 13-15 

• Balancing Values for a Future, A First Nations Conference on 
Water and the Environment, Alexander First Nation, (403) 
939-5587 


■Treaty Four Pow Wow, FortQu’Appelle, SK, (306) 332-1874 
September 22-23 

• National Native Investment and Trade Association Confemce: 
Separating First Nations Politics from Business, Toronto, 
Ontario 1-800-337-7743. 

September 24 - 25 

• Wawaskinaga 1st Annual PowWow,Whitefish River First 
Nation, Birch Island, Ontario (705) 285-0210 


October 2-4 

• Women & Wellness Conference East 
Toronto, Ontario (705) 725-0790 

October 8-9 

• Nikaneet Pow Wow, Maple Creek, SK, Glen Oakes, (306) 
662-7513 

October 15-19 

• The National Indian Education Association Silver Anniver 
sary Year Convention 25 years: Returning Full Circle: The 
Key to the Future Lies in our Past. St. Paul, Minnesota 1 -800- 
587-9988 

Continued, opposite 



Simply. Better. 



PEACOCK & COMPANY 

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

SARA L. PEACOCK 
& STEPHEN E. TURNER 

EDMONTON OFFICE 
400,10036 - JASPER AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ABT5J2W2 
TEL: (403) 424-4650 FAX 425-0050 

WESTLOCK OFFICE 

2ND FLOOR ASSOCIATE MEDICAL CLINIC 
10030 -106 ST. WESTLOCK 
(403)349-6711 



OUTSIDE EDMONTON AREA CALL 

1-800-520-4527 
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AND OTHER GATHERINGS 



•National Metis Family Conference, Coming Home, Chateau q e, 

Louis Inn, Edmonton, AB (403) 474-7777 - 3 ' 1 1 ' u 11 1 

November 28 - 20 June 8 ' 10 ’ 1995 

• Nexus '94 North America Conference: Investing in Self- Saskatchewan! Saskatoon,^ 


SUPER SUPER MONSTER BINGO 


1 JACKPOT (MUST GO) S30,000.00 


ADMISSION — ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY 
$120.00 (Includes All Games Above) 

$20.00 For Extra Packs 
SURPRISE PACKAGE OR $5000.00 CASH 
COST: $5.00 per strip or 6 strips for $20.00 
SHARE THE WEALTH • BONANZA • PICK A BINGO GAME 
NEVADA’S (PULL TABS) — UP TO $5,000.00 


H QUALITY USED CAR & TRUCK PARTS 
■ 90 DAY WARRANTY 
H FREE REMOVAL OF UNWANTED VEHICLES 
H WE BUY, SELL & TRADE VEHICLES 

DAN AND SANDRA JACKSON 

(306) 937-7781 

10034 MARQUIS AYE., NORTH BATTLEFORD, SASK. S9A3M1 




heritage of the Indians of the 
Northern Plains and Canadian 
Rockies?Return to the thrilling 
days of the buffalo hunt when 
the horse first arrived on the 
great interior Plains. 

Cross the Bow River Bridge 
and turn right. We are in the 
old fort-like structure over¬ 
looking the river, at Number 1 
Birch Avenue. 


SATURDAY - i 
DOORS OPEN AT 9:00 A.M. 
BINGO STARTS AT 10:00 A,M. 


LOCATED 25 MILES NORTH OF PARRY SOUND 
POINTE-AU-BARIL 

Follow the Signs 


sHAWANAGa p 

NVHES YOU TO TVC BEST fiWGO Jt 

ND€KMAJ€ & _ 

11 TSW 0n lhe Regular Bingos 

Xj 1 Thursdays & Saturdays, 

1-600-321-4950 

(705) 366-2526 • 366-2576 - 366-259 
or fax (705) 366-2740 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News on your lOlh anniversary of independent publishing 

CANADIAN TURBO (1993) INC. 


Turbo. 


630 - 4th Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 0J9 


ATCO has been a proud supplier 
of shelter products to the First Nations 
for over forty years 



Rentals • Sales • Service 

Site Offices • Industrial Camps • Office Complexes • Wellsites • Washcars 


Staff Quarters • Lunch roc 


• Metal Buildings • Classrooms • Custom Pn 


1 - 800 - 451-3951 

ATCO 
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Captain’s Quarters 
Honda 


Rhonda | 

S3 

1 

• FOUR TRAX 


200 - 2X4, 

• GENERATORS 

300 - 4X4 1 

• LAWNMOWERS 

• HONDA BIKES | 

•OUTBOARDS 


4006A - 50TH AVE., LLOYMINISTER, AB T9V 1B2 

(403) 875-6727 fa* (403) 875-4110 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your 
10th Anniversary of Independent publishing. 
—Best Wishes— 


from Chief Lawrence Toney Jr. 
Council, Members and Staff of 

Annapolis Valley 
Band Council 

Cambridge Reserve 
P. O. Box 80, Cambridge Station 
Nova Scotia B0T1G0 
(902) 538-7149 « fax (902) 538-7734 




ST. MARTINS 
COUNTRY INN 


• Twelve Room Inn 

• Conference Facilities 
(40 person capacity) 

• Restaurant • Hiking 

• Nearby Golf Course 
and Driving Range 

• Boat Rides along the 
Bay of Fundy Coast 


Tel: (506) 833-4534 Fax: (506) 833-4725 
St. Martins Country Inn, General Delivery 
St. Martins NB, E0G 2Z0 


Congntutalms on your first decade of independent puklishintj 

SIKUP GENERAL STORE 

Groceries, Gas, Hardware, Propane 
Licence Issuer, Fishing Tackle & Licence 

DORINTOSH, Saskatchewan 


SctftorUa*' e T>uumtruvx 2uaitU 

Sax ’P’raxaiiM StcyU. “Zfutcl 
100 charming guest rooms and suites 
Limited edition apartment suites 
for long and short term stays 


Phone:423-1650 ♦ Fax:425-6834 
Reservations Only: 1-800-463-7666 
10815 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5J 2B1 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your 10th 
year of independent publishing, from 

DOWN SALES &SERTOE LTD. 

EXPERT WORK. 
REAS0NARLE RATES. 

WE SPECIALIZE IN: 

• BODY & PAINT SHOP • COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 
• WINDSHIELD REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT 
I • ROST PROOFING & PERMA WAX • FREE ESTIMATES 


Community Development Workshop Issues: 


• Special Needs Laura Langstaff 

• lustice Conference 

• Environmental Issues Co-ordinator 

• Other Issues 

(403) 474-7777 

In co-operation with: 

• Women of the Metis Nation • Metis Settlements General Council 
• Metis Council of Canada 


• Family Violence 
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Self Government 


Terminology degrading 
says Mohawk Leader 



It used to be the Sawridge Band of the Sawridge Reserve just as it used 
to be the Alexander Band on the reserve near Morinville. But this has 
changed - and the change is widespread across the nation. In fact, over half 
of the Native communities across Canada have already changed then- 
names and with it, they hope, a change of image. The aforementioned are 
now Sawridge First Nations and Alexander First Nations - terms that 
Melissa Lazore, a senior communications officer with the federal govern¬ 
ment s Native Affairs department says “respects Natives’ right to self- 
government.” 

John Boots, a spokesman for the Mohawk Warrior Society near Corn¬ 
wall, Ontario called the term ‘reserve’ derogatory. He said that “it is for us 
to name our land - not Canada.” He’s not alone in his opinion 

Akwesasne First Nations Grand Chief Russell Roundpoint said he felt 
the use of the term ‘reserve’ was outdated. In an interview with the 
Canadian Press, Roundpoint said that “changing the terminology would 
be correcting a wrong which is, in my opinion, long overdue. Mohawk 
Territory of Akwesasne is far more acceptable than Akwesasne Mohawk 
Reserve. 




f independent 


Wants you to 
'0 slip into winter 


-West Edmonton Lejsun 

watercraft ATV-s SNOWMOBILES 
527469 

(403) S 452-7466 SNOWMOBILE 
FAX XTL-SKS SNOWKING SPECIAL'' 

(403)452-7487 Limited Number in Stock! SALES 

11332 149 ST., EDMONTON, AB T5M 1WS SERVICE • RENTAL 


The Akwesasne Mohawk are known for their outspoken opinions in 
various political venues including on-reserve gaming facilities and the 
vanous nght-to-govern issues that have been at the forefront of Native 
and non-Native politics for the past several years. 


Inuit move closer to self- 
government in Quebec 

by John Copley 

After more than ten years of meetings and discussions Quebec’s Inuit 
population is on the brink of self-government. 

In a deal that could see the Inuit take over social services, justice and 
education m areas north of the 55th parallel, the new deal could also 
give the Inuit additional extensive powers in the northern part of the 
province within the next year. 

Payant, an aide to Inuit leader Simeonie Nalukturuk, said 
that the will to accomplish self-government has been there “for at least 
ten years. He said that the subject was first broached back in the early 
1980 s and that it was the last Parti Quebecois government that 
showed interest in the idea.” He said that by the end of the last decade 
everyone realized the magnitude of the move and agreed that the 
project would have a better chance of success if the Inuit governed above 
the 55th parallel. 

As things stand,” said Payant, “there is so much overlap now that 
eve ^y° ne, f gree3 it can be done better by a government actually (living) 

. J^. e new agreement is to be signed by Quebec minister of Native 
Affairs and Natural Resources, Christos Sirros and Simeonie Nalukturuk 
but neither party could be contacted to verify the date of the actual 
signing. A major participant in the negotiations is former Liberal 
cabinet minister, Francis Fox; now a Montreal attorney. He has 
indicated that nothing has been resolved beyond next spring’s April 
deadline - when a final agreement is to be completed. 



%<tUvc Culture! 


) HEAD OFFICE EDMONTON 
11310-215 STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5S2B5 
Tel. (403) 447-5555 Fax. 447-3744 




&utyiatultUi*Hi rlttvtfa. %<tUve fca 


□ CALGARY BRANCH 
8816 ■ 401)1 ST. S.E. 135 McKAY CRESCENT 

CALGARY, ABTT2C2P2 FT. McMURRAY, AB T9H 4C9 

Tel. |403) 279-9775 Fax 236-7769 Tel. (403) 743-6214 Fat 743-5311 


MAeMa Ylatiue. Uemi 
on. 10 yeaAi, of. independent fuMilfung. 
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INDUSTRIES LIMITED 

• WISCONSIN 

• ROBIN 

• BRIGGS & STRATTON 

• TECUMSEH 

• KOHLER 

• CLINTON 

• YAMAHA 

• ACME DIESEL 

We Stock a Complete Selection of 
Air Cooled Engines & Service Parts 

Repair & Warranty Work 
on Above Engines 

( 403 ) 435-3447 

Fax Line: (403) 436 6691 

5608-94A St„ EDMONTON, AB T6E 3E4 


It's time to start the process 

Self-Government Kit. 


Self-government can only be defined and negotiated by each 
First Nation, Tribal Council and Treaty Association. When this 
major undertaking is addressed, this resource kit will assist you 

The elders of Akiwesi Intertribal Council Inc. have been actively 
involved in many federal and provincial discussions, meetings 
and consultation for many years. They have witnessed the 
problems thatpeople have in understanding Aboriginal self- 
l^formatfon ab 6 t C /f CVed ^ info t rmQtion kit that com P rised 
one who has a part to jriay in the process. It was with thiTgoal 
in mind that they began the task of assembling this resource kit. 


government 51 ’^ VeS rightof self! 

government. There are Eve books which are excellent resources 
and provide an historical perspective on self-government as 
wiell as highlighting the contemporary issues mat have been 

For more information and/or to obtain your own personal copy 
of the special resource kh, Call Toll Free 1-800-561-2879 
Fax (807) 486-3849, or Write 



** I II II 
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Elders develop Self-Government Kit 


In the Rainy Lake Tribal Area of Northwestern 
Ontario there is a group of 60 Elders who are very 
active in helping their people. They go many 
places to do their teaching and healing. 

As individuals they have been invited all across 
Canada to conduct ceremonies, to perform tradi¬ 
tional healing, to conduct naming ceremonies, to 
teach about the old ways and to instruct in the 
Ojibway language. Each of them has a contribu¬ 
tion to make in teaching the old ways and in 
instructing in the language. Akiwesi Intertribal 
Council Inc. organizes the elder’s activities. The 
executive of the Akiwesi Intertribal Council Inc. 
is comprised of Buddy Friday, President; Jim 
Windigo, Vice-President; Jim Boshkaykin, Sec¬ 
retary and Joseph Big George, Treasurer. 

Buddy Friday is active in performing ceremo¬ 
nies for many Native organizations in the area. 
He is the elder for the negotiations with Ontario 
Hydro and is requested to be present at many 
official meetings held by the Grand Council of 
Treaty #3 and with the Rainy Lake Tribal Coun¬ 
cil. Elder Friday is from the Seine River First 
Nation and was a special constable there until 
his retirement. 


Jim Windigo oftheNicickousemenecaningFirst 
Nation is very well known. He organizes pow¬ 
wows and is the Master of Ceremonies for many 
pow-wows throughout Ontario. Jim and his wife 
Nina recently spent two weeks in Ottawa as 
resident elders in the capital city. 

Jim Boshkaykin has been a worker with Cor¬ 
rection Services for many years. Mr. Boshkaykin 
is from Seine River also. Jim is directly involved 
in the Native Healing Program in Northwestern 
Ontario. He is in demand from First Nations and 
Native organizations to perform ceremonies and 
to teach the old ways. 

Joseph Big George is from the Saug-A-Gaw- 
Sing or Big Island First Nation. Joseph’s early 
years were spent with his family on Big Island of 
Lake of the Woods. He learned the old ways from 
his elders and now passes on those teachings to 
the youth. Joseph is currently working in the 
Native Alcohol and Drug Addiction Program. 

Through their participation with First Na¬ 
tions, Native Organizations and government 
departments and ministries the Elders of the 
Akiwesi Intertribal Council became aware of the 
increasing need for more information on self- 



FORMAT 

6 PSA’s, 30 Sec. Colour 

Available for broadcast, Community Events, Festivals 
BETACAM, Umatic 3/4 inch, VHS (NTSC & PAL) 
with versioning in Aboriginal languages 

DISTRIBUTION 

ABORIGINAL FILM & VIDEO ART ALLIANCE 
When ordering, please identify format required, name, address, and 
intended use. 

for more information contact; 
the ALLIANCE/BANFF Runner 
Tel: (403) 762-6392 FAX: (403) 762-6699 

©1994 ABORIGINAL FILM & VIDEO ALLIANCE 
(Loretta Todd, Marjorie Beaucage, Gary Farmer, Joane Cardinal-Schubert, 
Angie Campbell, Ruby Marie Dennis, Isabell Knockwood, Richard Agecoutay, 
Russell Wallace, Joseph Lazore, Ahasiw Maskegon-lskwew) 

In Partnership with the BANFF CENTRE for the ARTS (Sara Diamond Co-Producer) 



government. 

The Elders are not necessarily promoting self- I 
government. They believe that each First Na- 1 
tion, Tribal Council and Treaty Organization 
must decide for themselves what they must do in I 

this important matter. 

The Elders observed that many people were 
asking about self-government. What is self-gov¬ 
ernment? The Elders believed that they could 
help answer that question and developed a self- 
government resource kit. They believed that if 
they assembled an information kit that included 
the fundamental information needed to under¬ 
stand self-government they would be making a 
major contribution to their own people and to all 
others who were interested in this vital Cana- 

The Elders decided NOT to apply for govern¬ 
ment grants to help them develop the kit because , 
they did not want the contents of the kit to be 
perceived as being influenced by any level of | 
government. They wanted to provide the neces¬ 
sary, fundamental information that would be 
required by anyone who was interested in learn¬ 
ing about self-government without being pres¬ 
sured into certain items that may skew the 
information along a preferred government direc- 

The Elders point out that the understanding of 
self-government is a major challenge in that it 
will take time to grasp the many issues involved. 
Each person will have to spend many hours of 
study to gain a comprehensive understanding of 
the fundamentals of self-government. 

In the making of the kit the Elders were the J 
directors as they provided guidance and sugges¬ 
tions. They participated directly in the video¬ 
tapes and determined who the other participants 
would be. 

The Elders are not necessarily saying that the 
FirstNations as individual communities have to 
proceed with self-government. They are merely 
providing information that will assist in the 
understanding of self-government. They believe 
it is that understanding, that learning of this | 
important topic, that persons must proceed with I 
immediately. If a First Nation decides to proceed 
with self-government then the kit will be very I 
useful in the implementation process. 

There are items such as the Indian Act and the j 1 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms in¬ 
cluded in the kit. These acts are not popular with 
i First Nations leaders; however, they are impor¬ 
tant in the understanding of the legislation and 
past restrictions and barriers in the develop¬ 
ment of self-government. The Elders want to 
make it abundantly clear that by providing the 
Indian Act and the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms in the kit they are not condoning them. 
These two documents are required to have a full 
Canlmued on Page27 
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Economic Development 


New projects assist remote communities 


The federal government has initiated funding 
for a senes of innovative projects to help social 
assistance recipients who live in remote north¬ 
ern communities. 

“Investing In People” is a two-year initiative 
which provides specialized counselling, career 
and employment development, life skills,’on-the- 
job experience, and education to social assist¬ 
ance recipients. This initiative has been designed 
to test new community-based employment de¬ 
velopment approaches across the Northwest 
Territories. 

“Investing In People will create opportunities, 
primarily for Aboriginal people, by involving 
community-based sponsors, including land claims 
groups, Arctic colleges, municipal governments 
and hunter/trapper associations,” said North¬ 
west Territories Minister of Education Richard 
Nerysoo. “Through this initiative we will develop 
and test innovative models for training in remote 
northern communities, which will bridge the 
traditional and modem wage economies.” 

The following projects make up the Investing 
In People initiative developed by the federal and 
territorial governments under the Strategic Ini¬ 
tiatives Program: 

•In the Inuvik Region, the Gwich’in Tribal 
Council is delivering a work project which will 
provide education, life skills, and on the job 
training to 30 social assistance recipients 

In Inuvik, Tsiigehtchic (Arctic Red River), Fort 
McPherson and Aklavik participants will re¬ 
ceive training in work related to the construction 
area. In Aklavik, specific training opportunities 
will be offered in care giving for the elderly, 
tourism, and security. 

• In the Kitikmeot Region, the Kitikmeot Inuit 
Association is working with Arctic College to 


provide education, life skills training, and a 
variety ofemploymentopportunitiesfor 15 social 
assistance recipients in Cambridge Bay. 

• In the Fort Smith Region, the community of 
Fort Resolution has recently reopened the saw 
mill. Trained workers are needed to support this 
activity. The Metis Association has also pro¬ 
posed a work activity project for this community. 
Developmental work is under way to combine 
these needs and provide the work training, edu¬ 
cation, life skills training and counselling serv¬ 
ices to social assistance recipients. 

•In the Baffin Region, the Departments of 
Education, Culture and Employment, Social Serv¬ 
ices and Renewable Resources are working to¬ 
gether to further develop resource-based projects 
which will also include education, life skills train¬ 
ing and other types of work experience. They will 
be targeted to young social assistance recipients 
who have less than a Grade 10 education. 

•In the Keewatin Region, the Aiviit Hunters 
and Trappers Association is prepared to sponsor 
the Southampton Island Caribou Project in Coral 
Harbour. 

With the involvement of the NWT Depart¬ 
ments of Education, Culture and Employment, 
Social Services, Renewable Resources and Eco¬ 
nomic Development and Tourism the project will 
provide education, life skills training, and on the 
land training to 10 social assistance recipients. 
Besides hunting, the participants will be trained 
in preparing the meat properly for sale commer¬ 
cially. 

•Initial meetings have taken place to develop 
a project which will take advantage of employ¬ 
ment opportunities available in the North Slave 
Region, and will include a strong education and 
life skills development focus. 


The total contribution from both levels of gov¬ 
ernment for the two-year joint initiative will be 
up to $8 million. These costs will be shared 50/50 
between the federal and territorial governments, 
each contributing $1 million for 1994/95 and $3 
million for 1995/96. Secretary of State Ethel 
Blondin-Andrew andMinister Nerysoo will jointly 
evaluate the success of this initiative in the 
Northwest Territories. 



Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your I Oth am 

ONEGAMING GAS 


CONVENIENCE STORE 


:e Items (Groceries) • Cigarettes 
t Food • Native Crafts • Pop and Chips 
ative Tapes - Pow Wow - Country Music 
• Moose and Deer Hides • Souvenirs 

Falls, Ontario Phone (807) 484-2392 
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BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

• GENERAL PRACTICE OF LAW 

• FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

• NOTARY PUBLIC 
• EVENING & WEEKEND 
APPTS. ON REQUEST 
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su Ernst & Young 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 

• Environmental Consulting 

• Audit and Accounting 

• Personal & Corporate Income Tax 

• Strategic & Business Planning 

• Marketing, Executive Search, Feasibility 

• Operations Improvement 

• Computer Planning 

• Litigation Support 

Esso Tower, 

Suite 1800, Scotia Place 
10060 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3R8 

Ph: (403) 423-5811 
Fax: (403) 428-8977 



SSOCIATES LTD. 

inada's Most Northern 
Building Consultant 


Architectural Design 
• Construction Monitoring 
• Drafting Services 
■ • Interior Design 

* Blueprinting & Laminating Services 
Available 



Congratulations, /Uinta Native New, oh your loth /Innlversari/. TOe salute the commitment to 
preserve Native culture and wish ifou continued success, from 

All Nations Trust Company 



The All Nations Tmst Company is pleased to announce the appointment ol Lorraine Moses to the Boaid of the British Columbia Trade Development 
Corporation. B.C. Trade is a crown corporation whose prime mandate is to increase the export of B.C. produced goods and services. 

Lorraine is the Business Loans Manager of All Nations Trust Company (ANTCo). ANTCo is an Aboriginal owned financial institution, which selves the 
financial needs of Aboriginal persons and fosters Aboriginal economic development. ANTCo promotes Aboriginal self-sufficiency through the 
marketing ol financial resources, and provides loans plus fiduciary services to Aboriginal persons and organizations. 

In addition to managing loans, and providing services to Aboriginal businesses, Lorraine is conducting a deposit-taking study in accordance with 
ANTCo’s.pjagIp jeyelopi;tqa lullsepijpe.fipTOlinstitution.. . ——... . 
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RAP Architecture helps strengthen Native economics 


by John Copley 

Aboriginal people have always liked the hands- 
on approach. They like to be involved. Now they 
have that chance. 

Edmonton based RAP Architecture Ltd. has a 
history of involving their clients in every stage of 


wish you continued success in yui 

ARCHITECTURE ■ URBAN Of 


• Community & Urban Planning 
• Feasability Studies 
• Historical Works 

• Post Construction Assessment 

A Education & Recreational Facilities 
_ Home Building/Planning 
A Administration Facilities/Elders' Lodge 
A Commercial & Industrial 

"Our desire is to strengthen 
the economic position 
of Canada's First Nations" 

RAP ARCHITECTURE LTD. 

SUITE 509, 10240 - 124 STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5N 3W6 
TEL; (403) 488-2885 OR FAX: (403)5482-1333 


the many projects they undertake each year. And 
that’s why they are succeeding in their quest to 
help Alberta’s Native communities become more 
competitive in the economic marketplace. 

RAP president, Allan Partridge, says his com¬ 
pany goes “the extra step to ensure total cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction.” He also says that client in¬ 
volvement makes for a better understanding and 
aids in the process of continued success. To 
augment their services Partridge says his com¬ 
pany is keenly interested in technology transfer. 

“In our role to assist Native people to become 
more self-sufficient, we offer services via train¬ 
ing or the overseeing of training, in any aspect of 
the architectural and construction industries.” 

Expressing his desire to work with Aboriginal 
communities and organizations, Partridge says 
his team of certified professionals are well 
equipped and ready to go. 

“Native people have always had the desire to 
strengthen their position in Alberta’s economy. 
Now, with the approach of self-government and 
self-determination, the need for a viable solution 
to attaining self-sufficiency will be even greater. 
We can help in that process and hopefully our 
clients will reap bigger rewards because of the 
better understanding we help to create in refer¬ 
ence to economic growth.” 

RAP Architecture is no stranger to large com¬ 
mercial projects but they also understand the 
importance of developing even the smallest job 
into one that has greater potential for future 


people of this province succeed in their quest to 
attain their rightful place in Canadian history,” 
adds Partridge. He feels his firm can help pro¬ 
vide the edge that Natives may need in coming 
years. All of RAP’s work to date has been cultur¬ 
ally based. 

“We have many areas of expertise,” explains 
Partridge. “Previous projects have included hous¬ 
ing, educational and recreational facilities as 
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well as a variety of institutional work including 
museums and administration facilities.” In addi¬ 
tion, RAP Architects has been involved in the 
restoration and modernization of several his¬ 
toric facilities and has done mainstream pro¬ 
gram work for the provincial government. 

“We have experience in all fields of commercial 
and industrial design and development,” assures 
Partridge, “and we are ready to sit down to 
discuss projects at any time.” 

Many companies like the customer to come to 
them when they need information or quotes on a 
project. Not so at RAP Architects. Knowing that 
many Native communities like to do business on 
their own turf, Partridge says his team often goes 
into the communities in order to give a presenta¬ 
tion to the people. There is “no better way to get 
first hand information than to visit the commu¬ 
nity” who may be in need of our services, adds 
RAP’s CEO. 

Other areas of expertise include interior archi¬ 
tecture, urban and community planning, master 
planning and feasibility studies, building re¬ 
ports and retrofit analysis, building and space 
programming and post construction assessment 
and evaluation. 

For further information contact RAP Architec¬ 
ture’s head office by calling 488-2885. Or drop in 
and visit the offices at Suite 509, 10240-124 
Street in Edmonton. The fax number• isT 482- 


Congratulatlons, 
Alberta Native News, 
ae you celebrate your 

=. = = lOth Anniversary of 

■ ~ === ==A TM Best wishes, from 

BERCELL INTEGRATED TECHNOLOGIES 

Offering Superior Computer Solutions for; • Business • Education • Environment 

■ Software, Hardware installations ■ Personalized software development 

■ Training - on site ■ On-going technical support 

Unique Social Services Software Program 
A personalized service using advanced technologies and automation 
Designed specifically to YOUR needs! 

417 Centre Road 393 Elm Street South 350 Tapscott Road, Unit 27 

Moose Factory, ON POL 1 WO Timmins, ON P4N1X6 Scarborough, ON MIX 1N4 

JeL (705) 658-4591 Tel. (705)268-7064 Jel. (416) M2-6455 


ax. (705) 658-4326 


ax. (705) 267-8121 Fax. (416) 292-7811 


NATIVE INVESTMENT AND TRADE ASSOCIATION PRESENTS 

NEXUS '94 

NORTH AMERICA 
BUSINESS FORUM 


Do business with the "movers and shakers" of Native 
entrepreneurial spirit at the invitation to sponsor/exhibit 
largest trade show nf its MEET business and government 
argesi traae snow ot its LEADERS 0FALL LEVELS from both 

kind in North America native and non-native communities 

HOTEL VANCOUVER, VANCOUVER, B.C. 

NOVEMBER 28 - 29, 1994 

ON THE HEELS OF GREY CUP WEEKEND 

Telephone 

FOR FULL CONFERENCE DETAILS: (604) 684-08' 

NATIVE INVESTMENT i TRADE m 

BOX 10 — 150 mi MELVILLE ST., VANCOUVER B.C. V6E 3V6 


Congratulations, j/Hberta Native Neivs, on your 
1 Oth year of independent publishing. Desl wishes 
for continued success in providing an 
independent free press for the dFirst Nations, from 

TAMIESON BAINS 

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

Saskatoon 

General Practice of Law Including: 

• Native Law • Constitutional Law 

• Personal Injury • Family Law 

•Criminal law • Wills and Estates 

• Corporate & Commercial Law 

Call (306) 653-5410 
orfax (306) 652-3031 


Artists! Writers! 

If you are an artist or 
writer and would like to 
make some $ 
in your spare time, 
Alberta Native News 
is seeking 
correspondents. 
Please enclose 
a sample ^ 
when applying.*^ 

Alberta Native News 

1330, Canada Trust Building, 
10036 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, ABT5J2W2 


(403) 421-7966 
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FREE FAX CLEAN 

(with Fax Repair / Purchase) 

^/valuable 

I COUPON FOR ALL 
i BRAND NAME 



^493-8105 (24 Hrs) 
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Trucking Industries Have Much to Offer 


by Brian Savage 

The trucking industry has great potential for 
Natives seeking well-paying jobs. 

, good news from driving instructors 

like Kevin Agar of W.T. Safety, who has been an 
instructor for 17 years and has travelled exten¬ 
sively across Alberta reserves teaching Natives 
how to drive. 

Ability is the key, says Agar, in learning to 
drive large trucks. 

“Many reserves have gone to contracting with 
Natives over non-Natives for hauling gravel on 
reserves,” says Agar, “and a lot of reserves are 
large enough to warrant tractor-trailers to haul 
the gravel so they end up finding employment on 



the reserve. 

“This type of work provides employment for 
seven or eight months a year through public 
works programs,” explains Agar, and “that money 
can be spent on the reserve rather than to an 
outside contractor. There’s potential to re-cycle 
that money on the reserve and be an economic 
benefit to the reserve.” 

Agar feels Natives could easily take positions 
with non-Native trucking companies and still be 
able to bid on contracts on reserves, effectively 


doubling their earning potential. 

”®'§rht now there’s a driver shortage across 
North America and U.S. stats show a need for 
5,000 new drivers a year. In Canada it’s only 
recently the government has acknowledged a 
shortage of truck drivers.” 

Allison James, co-owner along with her hus¬ 
band Ron of Right Choice Driver Training, Inc 
feels trucking offers great potential for Natives. 

Going into the trucking industry doesn’t mean 
just being a trucker. There are quite a few job 
opportunities available. We encourage people to 
start out as a driver to find out if they like the job. 
They can go on to become owner-operators or 
own their own fleet.” 

Job opportunities for Natives include hauling 
timber and water-trucks, something past Native 
graduates of her company are already doing. 

“You don’t have to line haul on the highway,” 
says James. “A license opens up quite a few door's 
of employment and quite a variety, too, including 
in their own communities.” 

Other related positions in the trucking indus¬ 
try include dispatching and accounting and “in 
northern Alberta a fair number of reserves have 
farmland that need trucks to haul their freight, 
like grain.” 

Not all bands feel the trucking industry offers 
such potential, admits James, but the numbers 
are increasing. 

“Expansion in the trucking industry is increas¬ 
ing. A large number of drivers are approaching 
retirement and there is a gap that needs to be 
filled.” 

The five-year old company has three full-time 
instructors along with Ron, who is a retired 
driver. 

Getting a license can be expensive, costing 
anywhere from $2,000-3,000 and the courses run 
for four weeks, but James says that cost alone is 
relative. 

“I went to school for a year and paid $6,000 and 
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am not qualified to get the income a driver could 
make, $35,000-40,000 a year to start. So you 
could start earning a decent income relatively 
quickly. 

More and more Natives are finding they can 
make a good living on the road or in their own 
communities. It can help a lot of northern com- 
munities to do their own hauling; they might as 
well have the money rather than paying some- 
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“ TRAINING FOR PROFESSIONALS, 

BY PROFESSIONALS 


CRIMINAL LAW 

IMPAIRED DRIVING ASSAULTS 

cStation (403) 232-6200 LEGAL AID 

200, 517-10th AVE. S.W., 24 HOURS CALGARY. ALBERTA 



One of Edmonlon's Most Modern Facililies 

• Class 1 & 3 Training • Defensive Driving 

• Gov't Certified Air Brake Course 

• Student Financing Available 

• Student Accommodations Available 

• Dangerous Goods • Driver Evaluations 

• U.S.A. Medical Cards • Job Referrals 

• Licensed and Bonded 

• Instructor Training and Development 

• Hourly Training Available 

• Evenings & Saturdays Available 

(403)463-9664 


POH (403) 469-1920 


GRYPHON PRODUCTIONS IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE 
THE APPOINTMENT OF KECIA LARKIN AS 
A PRODUCER IN-TRAINING 

Gryphon Productions, a production company with over 14 years of 
experience producing award-winning videos for First Nations in Canada 
and the United States first worked with Kecia on a 1991 production 
directed at Aboriginal youth — "Words to Live By." Kecia, a First 
Nations woman from Alert Bay is currently co-producing a national 
video program with Gryphon Productions aimed at improving the 
treatment of persons with AIDS in Aboriginal communities. 

Gryphon is training Kecia in all aspects of the video production industry 
and she will be working this summer on two additional Gryphon 
programs—one designed to raise awareness about Foetal Alcohol 
Syndrome and another to improve cross-culturai health care between 
Native people and non-Native health professionals. 

Kecia brings with her a wealth of experience in the areas of health 
education and communication with First Nations youth and their 
communities. Gryphon President Peter von Puttkamer is excited about 
the contribution Kecia will be making to their productions in the years 
to come. 


Gryphon Productions Ltd. 
at phone/fax: (604) 921-7627 
P.0. Box 53505 
984 W. Broadway 
Vancouver, B.C.V5Z4M6 
Canada 



NEXUS ’94 North America 

investing in Sd'fj-'KeLia.nce 

Hotel Vancouver, November 28 & 29, 1994 


NEXUS ’94 North America combines the largest Trade Show 
of its kind in North America with a Conference that will explore 
the pressing entrepreneurial issues of the day. 

Sponsors to date: 

Aboriginal Business Canada 
Province of British Columbia 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
Price Waterhouse 

Ferguson Gifford First Nations Law Group 
Arrowfax 

Western International Communications 
Roy Henry Vickers 


September 22 & 23 National Conference: 

“Separating First Nations Politics From Business II” Toronto, Ontario 

October 13 & 14 National Conference: 

“First Nations Taxation II, Dynamic Strategies, Emerging Issues” 
Vancouver, B.C. 


or program material contact: 

Native Investment & Trade Association 
Box 10, 150 - 1111 Melville Street, 

Vancouver, B.C. V6E 3V6 

Phone: (604) 684-0880 Toll Free: 1-800-337-7743 
Fax: (604) 684-0881 
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Native-owned company deals 
in modular homes 

by Dale Stelter 

For about 18 years, John Olsen, a Treaty Indian from the Peguis reserve 
in Manitoba, worked with modular homes that are manufactured in pieces 
and panels in the factory, and then assembled on-site. 

Two years ago, John started up his own company, Cree Industries, in 
Vancouver. Today, he does business only with Natives, and in addition to 
selling modular homes, also trains Native people to manufacture the 
homes in their own factories. 

This training takes place over a period of about three months, with Olsen 
providing his clients with the expertise and the machinery for the facto¬ 
ries. This process, of course, creates employment on reserves. And, as 
Olsen points out, with 75,000 houses needed on reserves in Canada, and 
the country’s Native population having grown 41 percent in six years, the 
homes that are being built are obviously filling a desperate need. 

In the past, one of the problems faced by Native bands wanting to set up 
their own modular home factories was that cash was often not available for 
buying the equipment for making the houses. That problem can be solved 
through leasing the equipment, or leasing to own, and Olsen will negotiate 
on behalf of the bands to get the best terms and rates possible. 

Olsen states that through obtaining these types of leasing agreements, 
and due to the tax-free status accorded to Natives on reserves, a modular 
home can be built on a reserve for about 70 percent of the price of a normal 

As well, these homes can be built 365 days of the year, and when all of 
the pieces and panels are brought on-site, a house can be built in one day 
without much difficulty. Furthermore, the houses with which Olsen deals 
are of the highest quality material, and feature such things as double- 
glazed windows and steel-insulated doors. 

Olsen is also moving to help fill two other pressing needs of many 
reserves—ways to effectively deal with garbage disposal and sewage 
treatment. 

As for garbage disposal, he is selling a machine in which the pieces of 
garbage are thrown against each other, rather than being cut or shredded 




CREE INDUSTRIES 



Opportunities For First Nation Communities To — 

■ Own their businesses • Run their own businesses • Reap their own 
economic benefits • Increase employment in their communities 

★ FACTORIES FOR THE MANUFACTURING OF MODULAR HOMES 

★ FACTORIES FOR THE MANUFACTURING OF PACKAGED SEWER 
TREATMENT PLANTS 

★ ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE GARBAGE DISPOSAL EQUIPMENT 


• On Going Training and Support 
Call' 

CREE INDUSTRIES (604) 533 - 4950 or fax (604) 530 - 2419 
Suite 200,100 Park Royal,West Vancouver, B.C. V7T 1A2 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on your 10th Anniversary. 

We salute your commitment to the preservation of 
Native culture and wish you continued success 



Grand Council of the Crees (of Quebec) 
Grand Conseil des Cris (du Quebec) 


P^AcrWn, Tl>^% V"nLD L 


An NGO in consultative status to the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council 


24 Bayswater Avenue, Ottawa, Canada K1Y 2E4 

Phone: (613) 761-1655 Fax: (613) 761-1388 


up. This process reduces the volume of the garbage by 80 percent, greatly 
prolonging the life of landfill sites, and also takes away the garbage’s 
odours. And since the system does not rely on internal cutters or shredders 
to treat the garbage, there is less wear and tear on internal parts. 

Olsen is also selling the Clearwater sewage treatment system which, he 
indicates, produces a clean and clear effluent never before thought possi¬ 
ble, and has been approved by the British Columbia Medical Health 
Branch. As with the modular homes, Olsen will also train his clients to 
produce the fiberglass tanks used in the system, and will negotiate leasing 
deals for the production equipment. 

In addition to working with Natives in Canada, John Olsen is also 
receiving inquiries from the United States. He emphasizes that his 
company provides the best service, and the best products, that it possibly 


For further information, you can fax Cree Industries at (604) 530-2419. 
The telephone number is 533-4950, and the mailing address is 200, 100 
Park Royal, West Vancouver, B.C., V7T 1A2. 



Continued from page 24 

understanding of the problems that First Nations face on their road to self- 
determination. 

If a First Nation is interested in having a facilitator assist them with the 
self-government process and in the organizing and conducting of commu¬ 
nity workshops the Elders would be pleased to assist and to provide 
facilitators that are knowledgeable and proficient. 

The Self-government kit can be utilized by other groups besides First 
Nations. Some of the othe^'uses for the kit wotild be in college and 
university courses, especially if there is a Native Studies department at 
the institution; municipal councils, government departments and minis¬ 
tries; libraries; law offices; elementary and high schools; news depart¬ 
ments at radio stations, TV stations and newspapers; corporations inter¬ 
ested in doing business with First Nations who desire a through under¬ 
standing of self-government. The list goes on. 

Through their prayers to the Creator for a brighter tomorrow for all 
Aboriginal people in Canada and through their contribution of the self- 
government information kit the Elders of Akiwesi Intertribal Council Inc. 
believe they are making a small but important contribution toward self- 
determination and self-reliance through a better understanding ofAborginal 
self-government. 
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SHARING by Rod Durocher 


In life, as in goals 
We have a destiny. 

We need to share, 

We need to be heard. 

The effort we put into achievement 
Sometimes is not enough. 

When we complete a task 
We feel there is always more to do. 


So I know life's trials are there always. 

What I need to do most of all is 
To take care of my inner self, 

To watch the light of my inner circle. 

How to be serene, I don't know 

I'm asking you my friend 

Help me ... help me build a bond of 

Friendship with you forever... through sharing. 


XV Commonwealth Games 



people are alike, even though each nation in Canada has its own language, 
Pnntimipri from Pano 1R regalia, music, dance, traditions and culture. These differences will 

bUimilUBU IIUIII rdge 10 become very apparent through the process of the Parade of Nations, 

at the University of Victoria. Events will be taking place at Thuleescha The heart of this distinct array is to honour First Nations Veterans of 
throughout the XV Commonwealth Games. Designed to allow the 3,300 World War II for their efforts toward peace and harmony within the 
athletes an opportunity to share in the festivities planned, the program of countiy today. On August 17, First Nations Veterans, dressed in full 
events at Thuleescha will provide a kaleidoscope of experiences and uniform and stripes, are going to be honoured and acknowledged. These 
entertainment. Veterans will escort the three hosting First Nations—Coast Salish, Nuu 

A blessing by Coast Salish elders, was held before it officially opened to Chah Nulth and Kwagiulth Nations into the Parade of Nations, 
the athletes. Forthree weeks Thuleescha will abe “home away from home” On August 18 the Traditional Coast Salish Welcome will be held at 

for 3,300 athletes. Most of these athletes will be thousands of miles away the Inner Harbour in Victoria. Here in full regalia the First Nations of 
from their homes, living at the University of Victoria which rests on the Vancouver Island will welcome the world to their traditional and sacred 
ancestral grounds of the Coast Salish Nation. land. 

From August 7 to 28, entertainment will be provided for the interna- The Commonwealth Games Opening Ceremony will be that same day, 
tional residents of Thuleescha. First Nations people will be performing kicking off the athletic component of the Victoria Games, 
traditional songs and dances. 

As part of the Gathering of Nations program, NPC is co-ordinating the 
Lau WelNew Cultural Village. This Cultural Village will include a wide 
range of activities, including First Nations Arts, Cuisine, plus a full blown 
40' by 40' stage to create a Theatre. 

This site will host an array of international cultural performers and 
provide First Nations Groups the opportunity to share their art, culture, 
music and regalia. 

Hosting communities and the NPC will be gathering First Nations from 
around the world on August 17 in preparation to welcome the world to 
Victoria, British Columbia. This“Parade of Nations” will be spectacular. 

One major purpose served by this demonstration of solidarity is to 
educate the world about the similarities and differences amongst each 
Tribal Nation. Other cultures have a preconceived notion that all Native 
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CESO and Royal Bank team up on Aboriginal economic development 


The Royal Bank of Canada is taking a leadership role by becoming the 
first major corporate sponsor of CESO’s work with First Nations. The 
move is part of a five-year private sector fund-raising campaign scheduled 
to kick off this fall. 

Earlier this summer Royal Bank president and chief operating officer 
John Cleghom presented the board of CESO Aboriginal Services with a 
cheque for $50,000, the first half of the bank’s two-year, $100,000 pledge. 

CESO Aboriginal Services is an arm of CESO, a not-for-profit develop¬ 
ment agency working in Aboriginal communities inCanadaandinover50 
developing countries overseas. This year the agency celebrates 25 years of 
working with Canada’s First Nations, and has recently undergone a major 
restructuring in an effort to put greater emphasis on the Aboriginal 
Services program. 

Central to this renewed emphasis is the Royal Bank’s decision to take a 
lead role in support of the organization. 

“We belie ve that CESO Aboriginal Services has a recipe for success,” says 
John Cleghom. 

He cites the three-step process of consultation with Native people, 
alliances with Native organizations, and appointment of Aboriginal board 
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members — including Royal Bank’s own manager of Aboriginal Recruit¬ 
ment & Business Development for Saskatchewan, Audrey Ahenakew- 
Funk—as proof of CESO’s intention to make sure Aboriginal development 
is driven by Aboriginals. 

“From the outset, we felt that this approach was right for today,” says 
Cleghom. 

Noting the bank’s twenty-two year history of support, CESO president 
Dan Haggerty says, “We are delighted with this latest example of Royal 
Bank’s long-standing support for CESO. This endorsement sets a stand¬ 
ard for corporate Canada that will provide real on-the-ground results in 
Aboriginal communities. 

“It is also an opportunity for CESO to cement its relationship with the 
bank, so we can all move toward our shared goal of developing improved 
capital access avenues for Aboriginal businesses.” 

CESO currently has approximately 25 former Royal Bank employees on 
its roster of3,900 retired and semi-retired professionals, with many more 
of similar backgrounds from other banks and tmst companies. The 
Aboriginal Services divisio^ expects ,€o fpmplete.w^ll over 1,090 assign¬ 
ments' with'Aboriginal' clients this„yeaf, many.of which will beimthe 
financial services sector. 

Jim Richardson, a Micmac from New Brunswick and vice-president.of 
CESO Aboriginal Services, envisions major new opportunities for skilled 
volunteers in this emerging new sector. He says that skills transfer 
organizations like CESO can bridge the knowledge gap between business 
interests and Aboriginal groups as Natives begin to take greater control of 
their economic livelihoods though self-government. 

“I see our organization as the logical intermediary between a well- 
organized Aboriginal business initiative on one hand, and financial insti¬ 
tutions like Royal Bank on the other, using the cadre of banking veterans 
we have access to each day,” says Richardson. 

“There is no doubt in my mind this process will release tremendous 
amounts of entrepreneurial energy in Aboriginal communities.” 

Royal Bank’s two-year commitment will complement CESO’s five-year 
funding diversification plan, as announced in an internal Task Force 
Report to the board of directors a year ago. Funding diversification was 
part of several pro-active response strategies recommended in light of 
growing governmental restraint on aid issues, both here in Canada and 
abroad. 
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Native input needed in 

by Sarah Dodd 

The Mohawk people at Akwesasne believe that 
planning today must reflect the thinking of seven 
generations in the future. This concept is the 
basis of sustainable development. It was also the 
theme of a key note address presented by Dr 
Henry Lickers to the National Model Forest 
Network workshop on social and economic indi¬ 
cators of sustainable development. Held recently, 
m Port Albemi, the workshop gave Aboriginal 
representatives an opportunity to share their 
perspectives on forestry and the environment 
with other delegates from across Canada and 
around the world. 

The focus of the workshop was on determining 

the importance of indicators for the planning and 

management of forests and on developing indica¬ 
tors as tools to be used in decision-making proc¬ 
esses. Dr. Lickers, the Director of the Mohawk 
Council of Akwesasne, Environment Division, 
told a story which reminded delegates that indi¬ 
cators, in order to be useful, must be taken in 
context. 

“Quite a long time ago, maybe in this area, 
maybe at Akwesasne, there was a veiy rich 
lumber man driving down the road in his very 
expensive BMW convertible, smoking his big 
cigar. As he was driving, he came to a comer, 
around which came a long-haired hippie-looking 
environmentalist driving a beat up old microbus. 
The environmentalist rolled down his window as 
he passed the lumber man and yelled, “Pig!” the 
lumber man was quite indignant and said to 
himself, *What in the world is wrong with these 
people?’ and he drove around the corner and ran 
smack into a pig standing in the middle of the 
road. 

“In this story, the person assumed the indica¬ 
tor he was looking at was the guy in the microbus 
yelling “pig” at him and that the guy was making 
a social comment, not a physical one. I think one 
of the things we have to be careful about when we 
are looking at indicators, is in which context we 
are looking at them,” said Dr. Lickers. Also key 
to understanding and determining indictors is 
realizing that timber production is only one value 
of the forest and can’t be exploited at the expense 
of all other interests. 

“People don’t act as the dominant force in forest 
ecosystems in Aboriginal thinking,” said Gene 


forestry management 

Kimbley, Manager of Forest Operations for the 
Montreal Lake Cree Nation. 

“Economic advantage must be balanced against 
cultural preservation,” said Dr. Doug Elias, a 
professor at the University of Lethbridge who 
spoke about regional economic development in 
Aboriginal communities. According to Dr. Elias, 
Aboriginal people have been clear about what 
they want for forest management and economic, 
political and cultural development since 1969. 

It is important that we be consistent with exist¬ 
ing work done by Aboriginal models. We have 
sources of information on comprehensive devel¬ 
opment plans. Why re-invent the wheel?” 

Although Aboriginal participation in forest 
planning and management is crucial, it must be 
meaningful involvement. “Sometimes the Abo¬ 
riginal component of co-management is just to¬ 
ken. We have to have a real voice,” aid Clarence 
Kennedy, Manitoba Model Forest. Co-manage¬ 
ment must involve Aboriginal people in the deci¬ 
sion-making, incorporate Aboriginal ideas in 
planning and encourage the exchange of knowl¬ 
edge between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal. 

“Aboriginal heritage is based on hunting, trap¬ 
ping, gathering and fishing and it is vital that we 
continue harvesting in a way consistent with 
tradition,” said Peggy Smith, National Aborigi¬ 
nal Forestry Association. Smith also recom¬ 
mended that forest management planning should 
recognize and integrate the value of Aboriginal 
ecological knowledge. “Aboriginal people are not 
just another ‘stakeholder’.” 

Dr. Lickers reminded delegates that incorpo¬ 
rating Aboriginal perspective in forest manage¬ 
ment must begin with a balanced relationship. 
“There are three components to a balanced rela¬ 
tionship: respect, equity and empowerment. If I 
take lots of respect, but I give you no equity and 
no empowerment, I am treating you like chil¬ 
dren. If I give you a little bit of respect, with lots 
of equity and no empowerment, then I am treat¬ 
ing you like prostitutes. If I give you lots of 
empowerment, with little equity and little re¬ 
spect, then I am treating you like police officers. 
The task that we have (during this conference) is 
to see how we can balance that deal. How can we 
bring those things together so that there are 
adequate amounts of respect, equity and empow¬ 
erment?” 
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Kemano Project could cause major weed growth 


August, 1994 Alberta Native News 


by Dale Stelter 


A biologist with Environment Canada has told 
the provincial inquiry studying the Kemano Com¬ 
pletion Project that under water flows proposed 
for the project, weed growth in the Nechako 
River could increase to 17 times its present level. 

The Kemano Completion Project is being pro¬ 
posed by Alcan, and is opposed by Natives in the 
area and by environmentalists. The proposed 
project would divert water from the Nechako 
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River, reducing its flows. The inquiry in the 
project is being conducted by the B.C. Utilities 
Commission. 

Dr. Patricia Chambers, a federal biologist from 
Saskatoon, presented a two-year study to the 
inquiry. The study examined aquatic 
macrophytes, such as weeds, and environmental 
factors that control their growth. 

The Canadian Press reports that Chambers 
found that not only would there be more weeds in 
the Nechako River, they would cover larger 
stretches of the surface of the river. She added 
that weeds, which are potentially harmful to fish 
and responsible for changes in the water envi¬ 
ronment, are difficult to control once they get a 
foothold. 

Chambers said that if flows on the river dropped 
to 31 cubic metres per second from the current 


flow of approximately 164 cubic metres per sec¬ 
ond, plant biomass would increase 17 times. 

The Carrier Sekani Tribal Council also contin¬ 
ues their efforts to stop the Kemano 2 project. A 
Cheslatta Solidarity Caravan journeyed from 
Ottawa across the country last month with work¬ 
shops and presentations about the devastating 
impact that the project will have on the Cheslatta 
people. The Caravan and the Cheslatta Camp- 
Out were recorded on film and will be broadcast 
for television. 

Chief Marvin Charlie of the Cheslatta Carrier 
Nation is at the forefront of the opposition. He 
claims that the provincial Utilities Commission 
Review is not a credible inquiry but that the fight 
for survival is very real and will benefit Canadi¬ 
ans and Americans, Native and non-Native. 

“The cost of fighting is high,” says Chief Charlie, 
“but the cost of not fighting is even higher.” 

For further information contact the Cheslatta 
Carrier Nation, (604) 694-3334. 


Land use plan proposed for Cariboo-Chilcotin 


by Dale Stelter 


Enhanced forestry areas would make up the 
remaining 20 percent of the land base. These 

The Commission on Resources and Environ- areas would emphasize timber production, with 
ment has proposed a land-use plan that would stricter environmental standards emphasizing 
increase the number of parks in the Cariboo- selective and labour-intense harvesting of trees 
Chilcotin area. over large-scale industrial clear cutting. 

The plan was announced by CORE head Owen estimated that the proposed plan would 
Stephen Owen, in mid-July. According to the result in 600 to 850 jobs being lost. He said, 
Vancouver Sun, it contains the following propos- however, that this would be more than compen- 
als: sated by increased creation of jobs in silviculture 

•The amount of land in the area preserved as and in the value-added forest manufacturing 
parks would be doubled, to 12 percent of the 11 sector. In fact, much of the report on the plan 
million hectares in the region. Tourism, recrea- deals with an economic strategy that emphasizes 
tion, and grazing would be permitted in the new intensive silvicultural practices, 
parks, and logging and mining banned. Owen put the proposal together after a re- 

• Sensitive zones would take up 24 percent of gional round table was not able to reach agree- ‘ 
the entire land base. In these zones, tourism, ment on the issues involved. 

recreation, and preservation of wildlife and fish- Approximately 2,000 forestry workers blocked 
eries would be emphasized. Logging and mining Highway 97 at Williams Lake in protest of the 
would be permitted only where such-values are . plan, saying.it would cost-more jobs than Owen 
not affected. estimated. Environmentalists said that the pro- 

• General areas would take up 24 percent of the posal fails to protect key envirohmentally-sensi- 
land base, and would fall under general manage- tive areas. 

ment. This means that traditional logging would Owen called for a quick response from the BX1. 
continue, accordingto new environmental stand- government to the proposed plan. However, the 
ards that the B.C. government introduced ear- cabinet does not meet until August 24, and it 
lier this year. may require several weeks to study the plan. 


Congratulations, Alberta Native 


AN WE ST 


PROPANE Inc. 


★ AUTO PROPANE SALES &'CONVERSIONS... 

★ COMM£RCIAL& INDUSTRIAL 

★ CYLINDER & DOMESTIC PROPANE 


AUTOMATIC KEYLOCK DISPENSING 

Very Competitive Prices 


1705 - 15th Avenue, WAINWRIGHT, AB 

( 403 ) 842-5600 or Fax ( 403 ) 842-3900 


Stanley Associates 
Engineering Ltd. 


Stanley Associates Engineering Ltd. 

#301,4920-47th Street 
Yellowknife, NWT XIA 2P1 
Tel.(403) 920-4843 • Fax (403) 873-3127 


consulting ltd. 


Civil, Municipal, Industrial, 
Transportation, Pollution Control, 
Water Resources Development, 

Structural & Architectural Services, 
Community & Recreational Planning, 
Golf Course Design 


532-3450 

1202-10712 - 100th Street 



TheM 


nagement and Staff at 

Alberta POOL 

Congratulate Alberta Native News 


of Independent Pi 


pool) Strengthening Agriculture 

... and proving it every day 










































Alberta Native News August, 1994 


Finance 


Bank of Montreal opens unique brancl^r^iksik^ation 


Earlier this year the Bank 
of Montreal opened a full 
service bank branch on the 
Siksika Nation in Southern 
Alberta. 

The Siksika Branch design 
intent was to respect Abo¬ 
riginal ideas of hierarchial 
organization and culture, 
with current banking proce¬ 
dures and design. The de¬ 
sign of the Siksika Branch 
began as an investigative 
search into Aboriginal meth¬ 
ods of trade, commerce, and 
culture. Initial meetings 
with the Siksika Nation and 
the Bank were treated as 
information gathering ses¬ 
sions. From these meetings, 
the Bank came to appreci¬ 
ate the significance of the 
number four, which repre¬ 
sents the four seasons, the 
four cycles of life, and the 
four quadrants of the 
SiksikaNation. The number 
four is symbolically repre¬ 
sented by the diamond (a square turned on one corner), and also symbol¬ 
izes the spiritual aspect of the Siksika Nation. 

After informative discussions with the group, and stories told by Siksika 
Nation Elder Leo Youngman, the Bank’s architect, Burt Boucock, decided 
the following information was relevant to the Branch design: 

• symmetry is a basic tenet, of traditional Aboriginal geometry. 

• Entrances are placed facing east to welcome the rising sun and new life. 

• The place of authority in a teepee is located opposite the front door. 


• The place of honour for guests is 
the firepit. 

* Colours and symbols are imbibed with cultural meaning, and therefore 


in the centre of a teepee, adjacent to 



must be respected by the Bank. 

• Slk . s * a Nation coat-of-arms is inscribed into the centre of the floor 

in the public space, and surrounded by two interlocking diamonds. This 
logo (circle with interlocking diamonds) is a design motif found throughout 
the Branch, and is the Siksika design for this Branch. This interlocking 
diamond pattern is repeated on the ceiling, and takes the shape of an 
illuminated octagonal reveal, representing the sky. The frieze around this 
octagonal reveal has four panels located on each of the cardinal points 
each containing images of four diamonds — representing the four quad¬ 
rants of the Siksika Nation. The remaining four panels contain an image 
of a buffa o, symbol of courage and strength. These designs are against a 
black background, the traditional background colour of friezes 
In the centre of the ceiling there are eight teepee poles, arranged to frame 
lour lights mset into the ceiling, representing the stars. Around the 
perimeter of the octagonal ceiling reveal there are eight triangles, each 
with a small light located at the comer farthest from the octagonal reveal. 
These triang’es symbolize opening up the point of a teepee, providing a 
porthole to tht sky above. Continued on Page 37 
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CIBC opens for business in Hobbema 


by John Copley 

The Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
(CIBC) knows the value of Aboriginal business. 
And they’ve proven it with their most recent 
mov e—they opened a bank on the Hobbema 
Reserve, 18 kilometres southwest ofWetaskiwin. 

In a precedent-setting move by northern Al¬ 
berta Indians, Hobbema becomes the first In¬ 
dian Nation to ever house a major bank on its 
land. 

“It’s an opportunity for the bank and an oppor¬ 
tunity for us to progress,” said a happy Curtis 


is accepting applications from 
Aboriginal individuals for artistic training. 

CNAF provides financial assistance to Native 
(status and non-status), Metis and Inuit persons who 
are seeking training in the performing, visual. 

Please write, telephone or fax for an application. 

CANADIAN NATIVE ARTS POUNDATION 
77 Mowat Avenue, Suite 508 
Toronto, Ontario M6K3E3 
(416) 588-3328 (tel.) 

(416) 588-9198 (fax.) 

Deadline: 

September 30, 1994 
March 31,1995 


Congratulations, Alberta Native Nevis, on y 
n 
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TO A NEW LOCATION AT: 

10403 - 124 STREET, EDMONTON, AB T5N 3Z5 
OUR NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER: (403) 482-1204 


Ermineskin, band councillor for one of the four 
Nations that reside at Hobbema. In addition to 
the Ermineskin Band, Hobbema is home to the 
Montana, Louis Bull and Samson First Nations. 
About 10,000 band members make their homes 
on reserve land. 

“There will be many services, employment op¬ 
portunities and career opportunities for our 
members in the commerce industry," added 
Ermineskin, who said that in such a “large com¬ 
munity... we need small business. We’re all look¬ 
ing for self-independence.” 

The CIBC, which also opened a new 22,000 
square foot location on Stony Plain Road and 170 
Street in recent days, says the move is a good one 
for them. Speaking for the bank at their recent 
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grand opening was CIBC district manager, A1 
Raczynski who said that .it is a great start to a 
partnership.” 

Raczynski said that he felt the venture was an 
ideal way in which the bank could learn more 
about the Aboriginal market. He also said it was 
exciting to be working with the Indians at 
Hobbema. “It’s really excellent working with 
these people and understanding their culture.” 

Employing about 45,000 staff in its 1500 
branches, offices and agencies in Canada and 14 
other nations world-wide, the CIBC is one of the 
largest financial institutions in North America. 
Total CIBC assets are estimated at nearly $150 
billion. 

The band members at Hobbema are hoping 

I that the move will also create some local employ¬ 
ment. Four band members have already been 
hired by the new CIBC Hobbema headquarters. 



TD Bank opens Wikwemikong Branch 

This summer the Toronto Do¬ 
minion Bank officially opened 
its Wikwemikong branch on 
Manitoulin Island. The branch, 
a joint project between TD and 
the Wikwemikong First Nation, 
began serving customers on May 
17. 

The branch, Ontario’s first on- 
reserve branch also represents 
TD’s fifth on-reserve branch in 
Canada. It is constructed as an 
addition to the existing band of¬ 
fice and will he open from 12:00 
noon to 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday. From 
June through September, it will 
be open Saturdays from 10:00 For more i n f orma tion, contact Paul Pierson, 

a.m.to2:00p.m.FourAboriginalemployeeswill Manager, Commercial Financial Services, On- 
'-staff to serve the community. tario North and East Division, (416) 944-5025. 
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Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your decade of promoting Native art 
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The Arts 


Lighting the Seventh Fire 

PhD. of Anthropology and 
Professor of Native American Studies 
San Diego State University 
Reviewed by Alan Kilpatrick (Cherokee) 

Lighting the Seventh Fire is a thoughtful and 
well-crafted documentary which highlights the ' 
current legal and political struggles of the 
Chippewa Indians to maintain their historic 
hunting and fishing rights in northern Wiscon¬ 
sin. To establish its investigatory perspective, 
the film presents an effective montage of historic 
black and white stills, personal interviews with 
leaders of the La Courte Oreilles, Lac de 
Flambeau, and Red Cliff Bands of the Chippewa, 
and live action shots of the public cnfrontations 
between the white sportsmen and the “Timber 
Niggers” as the Chippewas are slanderously la¬ 
belled. 

Without being exploitative, Lighting the Sev¬ 
enth Fire explores the highly charged atmos¬ 
phere of racism and hatred which erupted in 
northern Wisconsin in 1990. Native American 
producer and director Sandra Johnson-Osawa 
captures the bigotry and misunderstanding of 





against the Chippewa. Driven by campaigns to 
promote tourism, game wardens turn a blind eye 
to the catch of sports fishermen while severely 
limiting the fishing rights of the Native Ameri- 

This film powerfully evokes the plight of a 
Native people who must fight to maintian their 
natural connection to the life-restorative waters 
of the great lakes. Lighting the Seventh Fire 
points out with great sensitivity that behind the 
Chippewa struggles to reclaim their heritage lies 
the strength of their spiritual traditions and 
their enduring prophecies of hope. 

For further information about this compelling 
documentary, Ms. Johnson-Osawa can be con¬ 
tacted at Upstream Productions in Seattle, Wash- 
ington at (206) 281-9177. _ 


the white opposition who misread the treaty 
based court decisions which upheld the spear¬ 
fishing rights of the Chippewa as a “license to 
steal.” As such, Lighting the Seventh Fire stands 
as a powerful indictment against public igno- 

The film also exposes the duplicity of state 
governments and the injustice of the double 
standard which Wisconsin appears to employ 


66th Annual Assembly Continued from Page 18 

themselves; this can only be done at a commu- “I can’t say enough—the sponsors have been 
nity level.” Other aspects of the plan cover em- superb and the community is right behind this 
ployment, training and job creation and a co- event. The volunteer hours alone show the sup- 
management arrangement in such industries as port we’re getting.” 

forestry and forest management. The three day gathering will see a host of 

The MNA leaders and those hired to ready the events taking place during and after the daily 
site for this year’s assembly vow to hold an event business meetings. Events include a talent show 
“unlike any we’ve had before.” and a slow-pitch softball tournament. Bingos, 

Coordinator Mike Aiken of JJ Twofeathers in jigging contests, family dances, pancake break- 
Ft. McMurray, says the site is a “fantastic new fasts, cabarets and cultural shows are only some 
complex (McDonald Island) that will provide of the events highlighting this years assembly, 
good indoor and outdoor facilities” for the three Over 3,000 are expected to attend the 66th 
day event. The support, he adds, has been great, annual Metis gathering. 


Tractor Service 
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3710-2ndSt. NE. 
1-800-465-9553 
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6230- 100 St. 
1-800-661-6675 


High Boys 
5,7 & 8 Axle Units 
Low Boys 

Lethbridge Regina 

1320 - 33 St. N 3091 Industrial Drive N. 
1-800-567-2041 1-800-667-2800 


Ph. (403) 277-1166 Ph. (403) 437-5025 
Fax (403) 277-0000 Fax (403)436-8913 
After Hours: After Hours: 

(403) 239-8069 (403) 430-8955 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on your 10th Anniversary. 

We salute your commitment to the preservation of 
Native culture and wish you continued success. 


From Chief and Council, 
Staff and Members of 



MIKISEW CREE 
FIRST NATION 

Box 90, 

Fort Chipewyan, Alberta TOP 1B 1 

Ph. (403) 697-3740 
Fax (403) 697-3826 
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Lighting The 7th Fire 


Produced and directed by a Native 

together spear-fishing treaty rights 
issues in Wisconsin, the Chippewa 
prophecy of the 7th Fire, and 
profiles of some of the people 
helping to bring back the tradition 
of spearfishing. This video 
captures a highly significant 

first program in the United States 
that vividly documents ^ 

contemporary racism against 


Congratulations Alberta Native News, on your 10th year of independent 
publishing. Best wishes for continued success in providing an 
independent free press for the First Nations, 

Chief, Council. Elders and Members of 


Attawapisi 



ation 


P. O. Box 248, 


Telephone: (705) 997-2166 


Fax: (705) 997-2116 


“IN THE SPIRIT OF FREE ENTERPRISE” 


Dene Solene Resources Ltd. 
General Contracting 
A Band-Owned Corporation of 


ATHABASCA 
- CHIPEWYAN 
BAND 201 


W 


P. O. Box 366 

Fort Chipewyan, Alberta TOP 1B0 
Ph: (403) 697-3730 Fax: (403) 697-3500 


Congratulations, Alberta Native Nows, on your loth i 

salute your commitment to the preiervation of Native 
you continued success! 
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Indigenous authors to attend Summer Literary Arts Festival 


Reclaiming one’s heritage and living between two cultures: these are 
just two themes indigenous writers will explore during the North Ameri¬ 
can Life Literary Arts Festival from August 11-13 in the Newcombe 
Theatre at the Royal British Columbia Museum. 


inearre ai me nuyai uuubu --; , , , . ,. 

From the Six Nations Reserve in Ontario, Native poet and playwright 
Daniel David Moses will join Western Samoan writer Albert Wendt in 
illuminating the bi-cultural predicament which resonates throughout the 
writing of many Commonwealth authors. ... 

Published first as a poet in his collection The White Lines, and later, with 
An Anthology of Canadian Native Literature under his belt, Daniel David 
Moses has gravitated towards a more community-based expression of his 
work in theatre. His play, Coyote City, was recently short-listed for the 
Governor General’s Award. . 

Officially registered as a Delaware, most of Moses family is Iroquois. 

“Rather than be confused by it all, I look on it as an opportunity to claim 


a broad heritage,” he has said. .. 

Also writing from divided heritage, poet, dramatist and fiction writer 
Albert Wendt was born in Western Samoa in 1929, and received his 
education in New Zealand. He did not return to Samoa until 1965. 
Wendt points out that most literature about the Pacific has been penned 


^e’vTafways been at the edge — the chorus. The literature written by 
that chorus should put themselves at the centre. That s what every group 
of people has to do to define their own identity, he says. 

While Wendt’s novels like The Banyan and Ola reveal his Samoan 
heritage, his latest book, Black Rainbow, is a science-fiction thriller and 
a post-modern celebration of language. 

Albert Wendt and Daniel David Moses are just two of the many exciting 
Commonwealth writers to be featured at the festival including Vikram 
Seth of India and Zimbabwe’s Shimmer Chinodya. 


Congratulations on your l 

itjAERTA 
(iblSTRUCTION 
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Congratulations, Alberta Native News on your 10th anniversary 
of independent publishing — best wishes for continued success 
in providing an independent free press for the First Nations 


SARCEE 


GRAVEL PRODUCT INC. 


Is also celebrating its 10 Year Anniversary! 


Located at WEST PIT, 

1 km. S. of Bragg Creek Townsite, Calgary, AB 


• 20 mm Road Gravel • 50 mm Road Gravel 
0 mm Drainage Gravel • Pit Run • Screen Loam 


( 403 ) 251-0900 



The North American Life Literary Arts Festival is funded in part by a 
grant from the XV Commonwealth Games Arts and Cultural Festival. All 
events will be held in and around the Newcombe Theatre in Victoria. 
Tickets range from $6 to $20. For ticket information please call (604) 380- 
7510. 



AROLAND FIRST NATION 


Chief William Magiskan 

Councillors: Ernie Gagnon, Sonny Gagnon, Stanley Meshate, Sam Shabogamik 
P. O. BoxmNaWna.OI^MT2H0 • Phone: (807) 329-5970 • Fax: (807) 329-57 



Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on your 10th Anniversary. 

We salute your commitment to the preservation of 
Native culture and wish you continued success 
from Chief Debora Robinson, Council and Members of 


Acadia Indian Baud Wildcat Reserve 


R.R. No. 1, South Brookfield, Queen Co., Nova Scotia BOT1XO 
Phone (902) 6S2-2150 Fax (902) 682-3112 
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Native Wisdom series sheds 
light on Aboriginal custom 


by John Copley 

Vancouver’s Raincoast Books is distributing a 
__ new and exclusive Aboriginal-based series called 
\ the Little Wisdom Library—Native American 
Wisdom. Taking on a five and a half by six and a 
half inch format, the books have been beautifully 

printed and sturdily bound by Craft Print Ltd.— , , „ ^ y 

a Singapore based company. The 62 page books 311(1 th e changing winds in an ever-growing new 
L delve lnto Native custom and expression and land are a11 features that aid the reader in his 
were first produced in England by well-known <l uest for knowledge about the ways of the North 
printer, Labyrinth Publishing Ltd. They arenow American Aboriginal, 
being introduced into Canada via San Francisco Navajo: Walking in Beauty, delves into the 

based, Chronicle Books. past and provides the reader with insight into a 

The three books currently available deal with rich and representative selection of Navajo 
the Navajo, Hopi and Lakota tribes. Spectacular teachingsand traditions. TheNavajo have proven 
photographs, combined with an assortment of to be one of the most resourceful of the American 
splendid artistic talent, brings life to every page. Indian tribes. Once a nomadic warlike people, 
Lakota: Seeking the Great Spirit, is a book that the Navajo’s evolution into a society of 
deals with the practice and fundamental princi- agriculturalists, farmers, jewellers and livestock 
pies of Lakota (Sioux) spiritual and ceremonial breeders is depicted in this, the second book in 
life. Information and history within the pages of tlle Native Wisdom series. Filled with fantastic 
this text reveal many of this once powerful Na- 
1 tion’s songs, rituals, narrations and ceremonies. 

The Lakota are known for their wisdom and 
several of their many legends are recounted in 
the pages of this volume. Probing into the three 
main subgroups of the Lakota tribe, this book 
takes the reader on a walk through time and 
gives reference to past and current issues. In a 
setting that is designed to enhance reader aware¬ 
ness, “Lakota” is an ideal book to whet the 
appetite of anyone seeking knowledge into In- 
l dian customs. 

A section on Inikagapi, or the renewal of life, 

| gives the reader a brief explanation of sweat 
.. lodge ceremonies. Hanbelachia, or the search for 
visions, is also detailed in a section sub-headed 
The Ritual Pipe and the Seven Sacred Rites. 

Other sections of the book detail the significance 
of animals in Indian custom. Dances, traditions 


photos and more—this book digs into the 
background of a people with profound beliefs 
that surround their spirituality and the Navajo 
meaning of life. From the Four Holy Mountains 
to the hot desert-like surroundings of their 
homeland, this book is a must for anyone wishing 
to see the spirit and relentlessness of a once 
proud nation—still proud and still prospering. 

Each book is complete with a bibliographic 
section as well as an introduction by Terry Wilson, 
Professor of Native American Studies at the 
University of California. 

For further information on this Native Wisdom 
series contact Raincoast Books at 112 East Third 
Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V5T 1C8. 
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Bank of Montreal 

Continued from Page 33 

“The opening of this branch is further evidence 
of Bank of Montreal’s commitment to expanding 
its business with Aboriginal communities across 
Canada,” said Bank of Montreal representative 
Peter Conradi. “The fact that all the employees 
at this branch are members of First Nations is 
also evidence of our Bank’s commitment to pro¬ 
viding more career opportunities for Aboriginal 
people in the banking field.” 

Bank of Montreal has three other branches in 
Aboriginal Communities. The first was opened 
on Squamish Nation land in West Vancouver in 
1962. A second on the Akwesasne First Nation 
and a third in Fort Smith, North west Territories, 
were opened in June, 1993. 



Congnafufations. cAUbmla JlatM oNeuis on you* lOtk xAnniuensoAy. ^UJe so8ute 
you* commitment to the pmmation o{ eJIatiue cuftae ond wish you continued success! 


Chief George Wapachee, 
Council and Members of 


Nemaska First Nation 

#1, Lake Shore Road 
Nemiscau, Quebec JOY 3B0 
Tel: (819) 673-2512 Fax: (819) 673-2542 


Happy Anniversary, Alberta ‘Hg.iwe fyws 
May the Qreat Spiritguide you to many 
more years of successful publishing 
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Continuing Poundmaker and Riel’s Quest 


edited by Richard Gosse, James Youngblood Henderson, Roger Carter; 
Purich Publishing, Saskatoon, SK, c. 1994, 445pp. 

reviewed by Brian Savage 


The College of Law at the University of Saskatchewan held a conference 
last year called Getting It Together, in honour of the events a hundred 
years ago which included the execution of Metis leader Louis Riel and the 
imprisonment of Chief Poundmaker of the Cree. 

Based on the papers presented at this conference, Continuing Poundmaker 
and Riel’s Quest, gives the reader a varied and comprehensive view of 
Natives and their quest for self-government. A number of Native perspec¬ 
tives are offered as well as those of the federal, provincial and municipal 
levels of government (though to be fair, many of the comments mafe on the 
federal level were prior to the appointment of Ron Irwin as head of Indian 
Affairs). 

Though admittedly with a slant toward the Native experience in Sas¬ 
katchewan, many of the topics and discussion papers put forward points 
that are meaningful to Natives and non-Natives across the country. 

The inadequacies of the justice system on the First Nations is a major 
focus of the book. That experience has been far from “a happy history” as 
Richard Gosse, former deputy Attorney General of Saskatchewan admits 
in the introduction. According to Gosse the aim of the conference was to 
seek ways for federal, and provincial governments and Aboriginal groups 
to “work together in the area we know as the administration of justice, to 
achieve Aboriginal justice reforms and justice reforms generally.” The 
idea of justice reform has been coupled with that of self-government but 
the structure of federal and provincial jurisdiction means “practical 
developments tend to take place on a province-by-province basis.” 

Rather than focus on the past and the problems of the present (such as 
the overwhelmingly high preponderance of Natives in Canada’s jails), 
Gosse observes that the conference target was to look at ways Natives and 
non-Natives view the administration of justice “and to encourage move¬ 
ment forward in a way that will advance both the interests of society as a 
whole and the proper recognition of the rights and interests of Aboriginal 


After finishing this thought-provoking book, the 
reader has to acknowledge the commitment the 
organizers showed in their diversity of presenters 
and the incredible effort the speakers made in 
trying to come to grips with the important issues 
that face Canadian Natives today and which must 
be dealt with as the next century approaches. 

The breadth and scope of the essays and range of speakers 
comprehensive. 

For an insightful and stimulating reading of the current movements in 
Native self-government and justice reform. Continuing Poundmaker and 
Riel’s Quest will not let the interested reader down. 



:e truly 


Happy lOt/l Anniversary, AMorta Native Neves 

TAIMSI BUILDING SUPPLIES 



Full Hardware • Lumber • Pre-built sheds 
Dog houses • Picnic tables • School bus shelters 


Cadotte, Alberta TOH 0N0 


(403)629-3819 • Fax (403) 629-3943 


Trial of Riel dramatized 


by Ryan Edwards 

Regina’s yearly staging of the play The Trial of Louis Riel began late 
last month, and will run until August 31st. 

The play, written by John Coulter of Toronto, has been staged in 
Saskatchewan’s capital for 28 years. It is based on the transcripts from 
the 1885 trial of Riel for treason. The trial was also held in Regina. 

At each performance, the jury is composed of six men selected frdm the 
audience. It is dictated by history and the script of the play that a verdict 
of guilty will be returned by the jury. 

Each season, the 105-minute play averages about 15 performances, 
and brings in a total of about 3,000 people. The audience for the opening 
performance this year included people from England, France, Germany, 
four Canadian provinces, and the American states of Texas, Ohio, and 
Indiana. 

The play is staged every Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday evening, 

t the Shumiatcher Theatre in the Mackenzie Gallery in Regina. 

In related news, a 500-page book by Regina author Maggie Siggins, 
entitled Riel: A Life of Revolution, will be published in October. 

Siggins’s research of the events surrounding the Riel Rebellion spanned 
three years. 

The Regina Leader-Post reports that Siggins is convinced that the trial 
of Riel was blatantly unfair because the six men in the jury were Anglo- 
Saxon and Protestant. She also maintains that Riel was not mad, and 
believes Riel never would have been hung if his lawyers had not relied 
solely upon insanity as a defence. Siggins was quoted as saying “I read 
everything he wrote, he wrote poetry as a journal. After reading every 
word I think he was a genuine humanitarian... He was a brilliant 
politician and I never found in any of his writings where he was mean, 
le out of my research with admiration for the man.” 


Congratulations. ACOerta Native Neves, on your IOtU year of 
Independent pu6Hs(Ung. Best svlsdes for continued success in 
providing a free Independent press for tUe first Nations, 
from 

Chief Howard Twance 

Councillors: 

Floyd Sabourin, Orville McWatch, 

Wayne McWatch, Fernal Desmoulin, 

Jeff Desmoulin, John Kwissiwa 
Jim Dorans - Band Administrator 
Band Members and Staff 
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A message from Chief Fred Harper, Councillors, Elders, Members 
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Here and There 


William Murray, executive-director of the 
Restigouche Riparian Association, said he 
doesn’t know exactly what it is that the Micmac 
Indians are doing in regards to their manage¬ 
ment plan for salmon in the Restigouche region 
of Quebec, but did say that “whatever (they) are 
doing they seem to be doing it right.” 

He said there was “probably more than three 
times the number of fish in the river this year 
as compared to last.” 

After the feds relinquished jurisdiction over 
salmon to Quebec’s provincial government quo¬ 
tas were quickly issued. 

In a message given last month the Micmac 
Band council said it was using it’s inherent 
right as recognized by the Constitution and 
International law to manage fisheries. 

In a recent election held at the Beaver Lake 
First Nation near Lac La Biche, a new chief was 
elected to lead the band into the future. 

Emile Cardinal defeated candidate Jeriy 
Gladue by a vote of 43-13 to take over the new 
job. The central Alberta Cree band has been the 
centre of controversy ever since Cardinal was 
first elected as chief last February. Former 
chief, A1 Lameman, contested the late winter 
election saying that the elections had been held 
unfairly. Unnamed sources say that Cardinal’s 
biggest job will be to unite the various factions 
if he is to make progress in his new role. 



Edmonton bom Dennis Lakusta is a Metis 
song-writer with the world at his feet. Currently 
a resident of Victoria, B.C., Lakusta was re¬ 
cently in Edmonton where he performed at the 
Riverdale Hall. The gig was set up so he could 
promote the release of his latest album “Songs 
for the Changing Wind.” 

The singer/songwriter has scribed his tunes in 
some unusual places including a cave in Mexico 
and on the beaches of the Canary Islands, but 
the flavour of his music is definitely consistent 
with his western Canadian upbringing. Inspired 
by the move towards self-government, Lakusta 
said he feels a “positive will on both sides of the 
issue to make positive stuff happen.” His new 
song. The Elder and the Children is sure to be a 
hit with both Native and non-Native audiences. 




The focus on Native awareness has been 
evident for some time in Canada and it looks 
like it isn’t going to end here. Three months ago 
a group of 25 First Nations communities near 
Winnipeg, joined hands in a venture designed 
to better inform non-Natives of happenings in 
and around Aboriginal country. 

They set up a toll-free phone line (1-800-461- 
DRUM) that will operate until the end of Sep¬ 
tember. This phone number enables the caller 
to receive information on a great number of 
activities. Project co-ordinator Judy Harbour, 
said the 24 hour phone line is a result of 
continuing inquiries from people interested in 
Native custom and lifestyle. She also said that 
people are fascinated with artifacts. 

Tourists, she reports, come to “buy the dream 
catchers, medicine wheels, and moccasins. I 
thinks it’s because there’s more public aware- 

Foreign countries are also showing an inter¬ 
est in Canada’s Aboriginal community. Among 
the most interested is Germany. Since Karl 
May wrote his first book (mid 1890’s) depicting 
the legends and lifestyles of the wild west, 
Germans have become avidly interested in Na¬ 
tive culture. In a recent report the Canadian 
Press revealed that an Ottawa-based company, 
First Nations Communications Inc., will soon 
be distributing a German-language travel guide. 

Wolfgang Weber, a writer and photographer 
from Darmstadt, Germany, said that Native 
people are “a mythical people for us. They are 
seen as the last free people roaming the endless 

Other countries that have sought informa¬ 
tion and shown an interest in Canada’s Native 
community include Japan, the United King¬ 
dom, Belgium and Sweden. 
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■We solute y>u for puKisfiinflJor 10 -jeurs in promotion 

of (loathe arts and culture in Canada =*==ty 

Black & M c Donald ♦ ^' | l ;° s nditionin9 

CALGARY (403) 235-0331 ♦ Control Systems 

•rr-'rr r.. EDMONTON (403)4S4-U41 ♦Electrical 
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The Management and Staff 
at Central Web 
extend their best wishes 
to Alberta Native News 
for a Happy 10th Anniversary 



Make it a 


Coast Class Meeting 


Congratulations, ZtLberta Vt(ative Vt(g.zvs, on your 
lOtb. Anniversary. ‘lUshing you continued success 



The Coast 
Terrace Inn 


4440 Calgary Trail North 
Edmonton, Alberta T6H 5C2 


Phone 437-6010 

Toll Free in Alberta 1-800-222-6405 

Toll Free in Canada and USA. 1-800-663-1144 
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Congratulations, Alberta ff^ative (]VJe\vs 
on your 10th Anniversary! 


c\Ve salute your commitment to the preservation oj 
<Native culture and wish you continued success. 
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dations, Alberta Native News, on your IOth Anniversary of independent publishing! 

Plus: 
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:. : ijMedigas 

RESPIRATORY HOMECARE 
1-800-252-9377 (TOLL FREE) 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
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PRAXAIR CANADA INC., PRAIRIE REGION, 
9763 - 62 AVE., EDMONTON, AB T6E 0E4 
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Report breaks the silence on residential school abuses 

".. a tv, a National Chief has been established to seek abuse that is prevalent 


. the devastating the National Chief has been established to seek abuse that is prevalent 

redress for the human rights violations winch m fannly violence s.tu- 

has been released by the Assembly of First Na¬ 
tions. A national lobbying committee chaired by 



SPIRITWOOD 


AMBULANCE CARE LTD. 

SPIRITWOOD, SASKATCHEWAN 
CARING FO R AND ABOUT OUR COM MUNITY 
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ COLLECT 


EMERGENCY 

INFORMATION 
SERVING SPIRITWOOD AND DISTRICT WITH 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your 
10th Anniversary of independent publishing. 
Best wishes for continued success, from the 


MOOSOMIN ALCOHOL & 
DRUGABUSEPROGRAM 



• Dmg and Alcohol Abuse Counselling Services Available • 
Please stay in control of your life— 

Don't abuse alcohol or drugs! 

Call (306) 386-2206 or fax (306) 386-2298 
Moosomin Alcohol & Drug Abuse Program, 

P.0.Box 98,Cochin,SK SOM 0L0 


WE CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR 
10TH ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE. 
BEST WISHES FOR CONTINUED SUCCESS, 


BROCHET ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE PROGRAM 
& BARREN LANDS RRST NATION 



Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
Counselling Servi 

Stay in control 
of your life — 
Please, don’t abuse drugs and alcohol! 


Tel. (204) 323-2300 or Fax (204) 323-2275 
BROCHET ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE PROGRAM 
c/o Barren Lands First Nations, 
General Delivery, Brochet, MB ROB 0B0 


We congratulate Alberta Native btws on your 
IOth Adversary; »e salute the commtmnt 
to preserve Native culture 

AM) WISH YOU CONTINUED SUCCESS, 



NORTHERN 

ADDICTION 

SERVICES 


Tel. (403) 920-4050 or Fax (403) 873-9928 
NORTHERN ADDICTION SERVICES 

P. O. Box 1072, Yellowknife, NWT X1A 2N8 


___ - LtlXl I lgIII/O viv/auMvuu t , 

were committed as a result of this policy. ations. There has how- 

The report, entitled Breaking the Silence, illus- ever been no recourse 
trates what life was like for Aboriginal students and no means to heal 
in residential schools prior to their closure in the the individuals suffer- 
oarlv 1970s It Dortrays the lives of individuals ing from post-traumatic 
who e^erienced Ssthand the effects of resi- syndrome as a result of them residential school 
dential schooling and shows how it impacted on experiences. Thus many suffer in silence bem-- 
their lives and the lives of their children. ing the pain and humiliation, only to find that 

The report clearly documents that the abusive their daily lives are affected as are the lives of 
environment experienced by many adult sunn- their children and grandchildren, due^h 


environment experienced by many adult survi- tneir cimuieu auu . ^ ,-r— 

vors of the residential school system has been solved feelings of powerlessness and hopeless 
carried over into present-day situations and is ness. 

affecting todays First Nations youth. Breaking the Silence opens up many old wounds 

rm . a _i--„ vooirionHal school life, in examining the impact of residential schooling 

—ttst-of Mq firms individuals and families 


"^i^traumatic effects of reridential school life, in examining tne impacE Oi resiaenuai s_ K 
the regimentation, separation and violence at all among First Nations individuals and families 
levels have had far-reaching impacts resulting and the pain is illustrated m the stones told by 
in scores of individuals being lost, isolated and adult survivors. By breakmg the silence and 
turning to alcohol abuse and abuses of all kinds sharing their painful experiences, the eyes or . 
in attempts to cope and/or forget. many will be opened to the emotional physical, 

This is P painfully apparent in First Nations sexual and spmtual abuses suffered by genera- 
communities such as Pikangikum, Davis Inlet, tions of residential schoolchddrenm additiontn 
Big Cove, Attawapiskat and many others where the deprogramming of children from themco]- 
young people find life unbearable and are killing ture, native language and familial structures by 
themselves in unprecedented numbers. forced assimilation to an alien culture In the 

Breaking the Silence examines the increasing review of this document, some mdividuals willbe 
awareness and concern about the impact that shocked by its content. Others will shake their 
residential school life has had, not only on First heads in disbelief, and stdl others will close their 
Nations children, but on adult survivors. The eyes and refuse to see. However regardless of 
harsh and damaging environment experienced the reactions, the facts remain and generation:, 
bv many adult survivors of the residential school of First Nations people continue to be affected by 
system has resulted in the carry-over of mal- this harsh and inhumane attempt at accultura- 
treatment into present day situations which are tion of First Nations children to the lowest 
now affecting todays First Nations youth. The fringes of dominant society”, 
intergenerational cycle of patterns of abuse and The healing must begin, and to do so, the 

mistrust stemming from years of residential atrocities suffered by many in the residential 
schooling has had widespread impact on First school setting must be addressed. First Nations 
Nations people everywhere, and is a contribut- individuals have a responsibility not only to 
ing factor in the breakdown of the family, the themselves and their children, butto the chil- 
community and the cultural fabric of Aboriginal dren seven generations yet unborn. The troubled 
peoples in Canada. youth of today in many First Nations commum- 

The cycles and patterns of abuse that have ties are evidence of the healing that is needed to 
beenexperiencedbygenerationsofFirstNations restore the balance of body-mind-heart-spinl. 
adults and children within the residential school Breaking the Silence opens our hearts and our 
setting is not unlike the cycles and patterns of minds so that the healing process can begin. 


tOth year of 


We congratulate Alberta Native Neva 
independent publi.hinj. Sett vriihes for coni 

■ ■ • ‘or the First Nntinni, from 


THUNDERCHILD 

ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE PROGRAM 


Stay in control 
of your life! 

Please — don’t abuse drugs and alcohol! 


Tel. (306) 845-3011 or Fax. (306) 845-3230 


THUNDERCHILD ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE PROGRAM 

Turtleford, Saskatchewan SOM 2Y0 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News on your 
10th Anniversary. We salute the commitment to preserve 
Native culture and we wish you continued success, from 


StatUanket 

/Ucohol & 

V'p y4(>use 


Stay in control of your life. 

Say NO to drug and alcohol abuse! 


Tel. (306) 334-2206 or Fax. (306) 334-2606 
Box 456, Balcarres, Saskatchewan S0G 0C0 


Congratulations, fiiberta Native Neds on your 

10th anniversary of independent publishing. 

best dishes for continued success in 
providing a free press for the first Nations, 

KAWACATOOSE FIRST NATION 
DROP IN CENTRE 

1 Drug & Alcohol Abuse 

Counselling Services 
Available 

i’fya Stay in control 

'-£? of your life. 

Please — don’t abuse drugs and alcohol! 

| Tel. (306) 835-2125 or Fax. (306) 835-2178 

C.H.O.I.C.E.S. 

Ghoose life 

Hope is everything 

Open your mind to problem solving 

Invite others into your world 

Care about yourself 

Energize your body and mind 

Say to yourself “1 can be who 1 want to be" 

This message brought to you by 

A M /( ^ Suicide Prevention Program 

KAWACATOOSE FIRST NATION 
DROP IN CENTRE 

| Box 659, RAYMORE, SK S0A 3J0 

^ of Southwestern Alberta 

“ < For further information on our 

ITI % services please call 327-5724 
> * or fax 329-4924 
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Metis Vets honoured 

by John Copley 

Personalized letters from Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien and a dramatic fly past by RCAF CP-18 
fighter planes were two of the highlights at a 
special Gift Lake, Alberta ceremony to honour 
Metis war veterans. 

Fred Belcourt, a retired World War II veteran, 
and the man responsible for the initiation of the 
ceremony, collapsed just hours before the pres¬ 
entation was to begin. 

Ceremony organizer, Carrielynn Lamouche, 



said Belcourt collapsed after dancing with fellow 
veterans. She attributed the incident to the heat 
of the day and the emotion of the event. The 
ceremony continued after word came back that 
the 79 year old veteran was resting comfortably. 

Belcourt, a former council member and advisor 
to the Metis Association, is an active Elder in the 
community at Gift Lake. He was a participant at 
an Elders conference held on the Buffalo Lake 
Metis Settlement earlier this year. At the time he 
encouraged Elders from all communities to be¬ 
come more involved with the people. He was 
critical of today” s young leaders and their failure 
to listen to the Elders when he said that “the 
leaders do not listen to the advice of the Elders. 
I fear that until we are heard, the problems will 
only continue to worsen.” 

It was only after several conversations with 
Fred Belcourt that Lamouche realized that many 
Metis veterans were despondent over the treat¬ 
ment they received in the post war years. 

“They’ve been excluded from any recognition,” 
Lamouche said. 

The president of the Aboriginal Veterans Asso- 


New name and site for Metis Women’s Council 


There have been many positive changes to 
the Metis Women’s Council of Edmonton since 
its inception in 1986. 

This past summer ushered in two major 
transformations which will definitely improve 
the quality of the service provided by this 
outstanding organization. 

On July 2, the Metis Women’s Council moved 
from a small private home in Edmonton to a 
very large building called Cottage E, at 10107 
-134 Avenue. Then on July 19, their name was 
officially changed to “Native Senior’s Centre” 
which better defines the organization. 

As before, they have a Senior’s Outreach 
Department, a Senior’s Drop-In Centre and a 
Native Housing Registry. Already with their 
enlarged quarters, they have noticed an in¬ 
crease in the number of seniors who stop by, 
and the van pick-up schedule for Wednesday’s 
soup and bannock has increased in number. 


This trend is heartening and staff are hopeful 
that it will continue. 

With more space, staff are anticipating an 
increased membership with more planned ac¬ 
tivities and guest speakers at the centre, field 
trips and other interests to enrich the lives of 
the participating seniors. Space has been set 
aside for craft programs with some materials 
available. There is the beginning of a library 
for the seniors that includes informative pack¬ 
ages on senior’s concerns, as well as leisure 
activities. The new building includes a recrea¬ 
tion room. This area is pretty sparsely fur¬ 
nished at this time, but a wish list includes a 
pool table and a shuffle board. 

There is a volunteer co-ordinator on staff and 
with the move has come a need for an increas¬ 
ing number of volunteers. 

For more information about the centre, drop 
by or call Florence at 471-5606. 
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ciation, George Pambrun, said more and more 
veterans are wanting recognition for their de¬ 
voted service in Canada’s time of need. “They 
fought, they came back and they went into obscu¬ 
rity,” he said. 

The ceremony was originally planned to in¬ 
clude only the veterans residing on one of Alber¬ 
ta’s eight Metis settlements. But with keen out¬ 
side interest, the plan was expanded to include 
non-settlement Metis veterans as well. 

A crowd of over 1500 gathered at the lakeside 
setting to pay their respects to the more than 150 
former servicemen being honoured at the cer¬ 
emony. 


University of North Dakota 




Congratulations, Alberta Native New©, on your 
10th anniversary of Independence. We 6alute 
the commitment to preserve Native culture 
and wl6h you continued success, from 

MISIWAY ENINIWUK HEALTH CENTRE 
IV V Ao-«r-< v OcLoo-A ATAVAbn 
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Wo congratulate Alberta Native News on 

Best wishes for continued success In 
providing a free press for the First Nations, 

from 

BIG RIVER FIRST NATION 
ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE PROJECT 

Drug & Alcohol 

ci, 8Wl 

Services Available 1 


Drug & Alcohol Abuse 

Counselling Services 

H 


Stay In control IatAI 

Please — don’t abuse drugs and alcohol — 
Stay In control of your life! 


Please - don’t abuse drugs and alcohol! 

Tel. (705) 264-2200 or Fax. (705) 264-2243 

MLSIWAY ENINIWUK HEALTH CENTRE 

137 Pine St. S., Box 842, Timmins, ON P4N 7G7 


Tel. (306) 724-4700 or Fax. (306) 724-2161 

BIG RIVER FIRST NATION 

ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE PROJECT, 

P. O. Box 519, Debden, SK S0J 0S0 
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Tragedy at Wunnumin Lake 


\lt loin AtOerta Native News to ulettate 10 years 
of promote Native arts and culturt 

SIOUX LOOKOUT FIRST NATIONS 
HEALTH AUTHORITY 



reprinted with permission of the Winnipeg Free Press. 

Native leaders searching for Victims 

by Ruth Teicbroeb, Winnipeg Free Press 

tion'tolMate'oUier vkttms'of'a fonner^ufgU^m 

minister convicted of sexually abusing at least 19 have told Ontario Provincial Police they were 

-.SK”E£S?7 ab iSj.»u. w ,R,w„„»„ p ,=.d M .,,. r .ft 

son of an Anglican priest, contacted the Winm- probation after pleading guilty to sexually as 
I peg Free Press tefsay he was molested as a child saulting an eight-year-old boy in Pikwitonei, 

b ^The'34-year-old man, who plans to contact "Theas^uTtsoccurredbetween 1970andl973 
police said Anglican Church officials have a when Rowe visited the Anglican church in 
responsibility to alert the many communities ^ to the assaults at 

W “If s 6 definitely I must,” said the man, who Wunnumin Lake Rowe merited the victim and 

tte he named other boys for sleep overs and then molested him. 

sLrnattawaChtefWmiam Miles said he sus- Rowe was first 

pects several boys in his community were abused of two years caught him raping a boy at Split 
s to* „h. toto often ovo, to to. to. ^ *”SSEo - 

One young man with a history of gas sniffing eral other boys were stayed. . , 

has disclosed to a counsellor that he was abused George Neepin, director of Manitoba 
hv Rowe Miles said Keewatinowi Okimakanak, representing 25 

y Rowe ’who was a pilot, often took boys on northern bands, said an investigation would en- 
overnight visits to other communities, he said. courage other victims to come torward. 

“Parents couldn’t believe it when we heard “I would strongly suggest that there be an 

. i • Mit-r-i_ -j extensive review of what happened, Neepin 

said. “This is a very, very bad situation.” 


• Gift Items • Souvenirs 
• Carlton Cards • Stationery & Toys 
• Photocopy Service on a Canon 
Color Laser Copier 

• New — Music City Section 

• T-Shirts Transfers Available 

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD DRUGSTORE 

Hodnett’s I.D.A. Pharmacy 

220—24th Street, Fort MacLeod, AB 

Phone (403) 553-3123 

The Blood Tribe Pharmacy 

c/o Health Care Centre, Gen. Del., Standoff, AB TOL1Y0 

Phone (403) 737-3810 

Phil Hodnett, B.Sc. Phm. Phone 553-3837 after hours 
Ron Sandul, B.Sc. Phm. Phone 553-2595 after hours 
Bruce Falconer, B.Sc. Phm. Phone 553-2830 after hours 
Tim TailFeathers, B.Sc. Phm. Phone 737-2907 after hours 


about him,” Miles said. 

Rowe, 54, pleaded guilty and w 
iv imorc in nrisnn nn 28 sex-1 


s sentenced tc 


x years in prison on 28 sex-related charges 


inued on Page S3 


Well done, Alberta Native News. We commend your 
independence in publishing 10 years with no 
government grants, from 

Brokenhead Ojibway Nation - 
Health Centre 

• Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
Counselling Services 

Available 

• Mental Health Sen/ices 
• Community Health 

• Dental Services 
•NNADAP 

Stay in control of your life! 
Tel. (204) 766-2740 or fax (204) 766-2306 
Brokenhead Ojibway Nation - Health Centre 

Scanterbury, Manitoba ROE 1W0 



Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your 
1 Oth anniversary - we salute the commitment 
to presen/e Natuve culture and wish you 
continued success. 

Red Pheasant First Nation 
Alcohol & Drug Abuse Program 

Drug and Alcohol 
Counselling Sen/ices 
Available 

Please don’t abuse 
drugs and alcohol - 
Stay in control of your life! 

Tel. (306) 937-7717 or fax. (306) 937-7727 
Red Pheasant Alcohol & Drug Abuse Program, 
Box 70, Cando, SK SOK OVO 



CHIPPEWAS 
OF MASH 
FIRST NATIONS 



Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your 10th year 
of independent publishing. Best wishes for continued success. 
From Chief, Council and Members 


Tel. (519) 534-16&9 or fax (519) 534-2130 

Call Health Services (519) 534-0373 NNAPAP (519) 534-37t0 or the Band Office 


Keep up the good work, Alberta Native News, we enjoy your excellent 


Mark Amy Center 
For Healing Addictions 

Drug & Alcohol Abuse Counselling Services Available 



P. O. Box 5748, 

Fort McMurray, AB T9H 4V9 


Phone: 334-2398 • 334-2397 


<tSate'shemnaien 


meoning Ik ptogtom is developed according to fk duteetton give* by Ik peopCe sewed. 


Kahnawake, Quebec J0L 1B0 


(514) 632-7580 Fax (514)632-5116 
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Mesmerized by day, 

by Ruth Teichroeb, Winnipeg Free Press 
By day, the boy was mesmerized by Ralph 
Rowe, a trusted family friend who always had 
time for children when he visited. 

By night, the eight-year-old son of an Anglican 
priest was terrorized by Rowe, who sexually 
abused him while sharing the child’s room. 

“He (Rowe) was like a Pied Piper with chil¬ 
dren,” the 34-year-old Winnipeg man said. 

“He was incredibly charismatic... Who was 
going to believe me?” 

The assaults began in the late 1960s after his 
father and Rowe became friends while attending 
an Anglican seminary in Toronto, he said. 

When Rowe was a house guest, he’d share the 
boy’s room, sleeping in the lower bunk and mo¬ 
lesting the child in the middle of the night. 
Once he heard Rowe abuse another boy in the 


abused at night 

lower bunk. w 

When the family moved to Keewatin, Ontario, 
near Kenora, and later to Gillam in northern 
Manitoba, Rowe, a pilot and Anglican minister, 
continued to visit and assault the boy until he 
was about 12. 

I w jfn’t even sure what was happening,” he 
said. It was embarrassing. Back then you just 
didn t talk about it.” 

Some time around 1980, he finally got up the 
courage to tell his parents. 

“They said there was no way he could have 
done it because he was such a good friend,” he 
said. 

Devastated, he decided to try to forget about it. 

“You can’t go against a pillar of the commu¬ 
nity,” he said. 

Eventually he went into counselling to cope 
with his emotional turmoil. 


Reserves face suicide epidemic 


by Ruth Teichroeb, Winnipeg Free Press 

A technique used to monitor infectious dis¬ 
eases is now being used to track the suicide 
epidemic in northwestern Ontario. 

“We have a major health-care problem and 
we’re nowhere near managing it,” said Arnold 
Devlin, clinical director at Nodin Counselling in 
Sioux Lookout. 

Devlin said they are testing a computerized 
suicide registry—adapted from one used by the 
Centres for Disease Control in Atlanta—at 
Pikangikum. 

“There’s a lot of kids slipping through the 
cracks,” said Devlin, whose agency provides coun¬ 
selling to 28 remote communities in the Sioux 
Lookout zone. 

CDC officials recommended the tracking sys¬ 
tem after the agency sought help in coping with 
one of the highest suicide rates in the world. 

So far this year, there have been over 200 
suicide attempts in the region—almost as many 
as in all of 1993—and seven suicides. 

Half of the 24 suicide victims last year were 
girls or young women, including some young 
mothers, a very unusual finding, Devlin said. 

“Anthropologists say that when girls or young 



A 20-year-old man from Pikangikum —located 
about 200 kilometres north of Red Lake—killed 


Continued on Page 54 



Muskowekwan 
^Drop-In Centre 

Drug & Alcohol 
Abuse Counselling 
Services Available 


Stay in control of your life, 
please don’t abuse drugs and alcohol! 


P. O. Box 296, Lestock, SK S0A 2G0 



BL000VEIN ALCOHOL & 
DRUG ABUSE PROGRAM 

• Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
Counselling Services Available 


Tel. (204) 395-2148 or Fax (204) 395-2099 


BL00DVEIN ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE PROGRAM, 
General Delivery • Bloodvein, MB • ROC 0J0 
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But recent publicity surrounding the convic¬ 
tion of Rowe on 28 sex-related charges involving 
16 young boys at Wunnumin Lake in northwest¬ 
ern Ontario has stirred up the bad memories. 

“I really felt good when I heard he’d been 
sentenced to six years,” he said. 

“But I felt so bad about not doing something 
sooner because of all the other victims. I thought 
I was the only one.” 

His parents are also haunted by guilt for not 
believing him sooner. 

“My dad wants to kill him,” he said. 

He is planning to contact police to report his 
abuse and may also track down other young men 
whom he now suspects were abused by Rowe. 



South Country Alcohol & 
Drug Treatment Centre 
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28-day program to romduals who see fREEDOM 
FROM THEIR CHEMICAL DEPENDENCIES 

Stay in Control of your Life 
Please, don't abuse Alcohol or Drugs! 

Tel. (403) 329-6603 or Fax (403) 328-5756 
South Colntry Alcohol & Drug Treatcent Centre 
P. O. Box 1418, Lethbridge, AB TIJ 4K2 


Congratulations Alberta Native News on your 
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commitment to preserve Native Culture and 
wish you continued success, from 
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Working together for a brighter future 


With the increasing desire of the First Nations 
and Inuit to become strong and healthy nations, 
a healing movement is gaining momentum across 
the country. 

In concert with this dramatic movement, the 
federal government announced the Brighter 
Futures Community Action Program for First 


Congratulations. Alberta Native News, on your 10th anniversary 
of independent publishing. Continued success In providing an independent 
tree press for the First Nation Communities, from 


PEdahbun Lodge Inc. 



Drug and 
Alcohol Abuse 
Counselling Services 
Available 


Pedahbun Lodge is an Aboriginal designed and 
directed substance abuse treatment centre. 
Existing to promote and facilitate the healing and 
recovery from addiction and its related isssues 


Pedahbun Lodge Inc. 

1330 King Street West Tel: (416) 531-0774 

Toronto, Ontario M6K1H1 Fax: (416) 531-6936 


Congratulations, Alberta Native N 
3th Anniversary. We salute the comrr 
ative culture and wish you continued 


Ahtahkakoop Band Alcohol 
& Drug Abuse Program 



• Drug & Alcohol Abuse Counselling Services Available 
• Home Care Services • Nursing Services 
• Community Health • Medical Tax Services 
• Dental Health • Mental Health 


el. (306) 468-2747 Fax. (306) 468-2344 


Nation and Inuit Communities in May, 1992 as 
part of its $500 million Child Development Ini¬ 
tiative on behalf of Canadian children. 

The Community Action Program funds part¬ 
nership activities to improve the health and 
well-being of children, families and communi¬ 
ties. A major focus of the program is community 
mental health. 

The program’s mental health initiative is aimed 
at developing local community mental health 
programs to deal with problems such as suicide, 
family violence, sexual abuse, high delinquency 
rates, cultural oppression and family breakdown. 
The goal is to work through community partner¬ 
ships to make mental health programming avail¬ 
able to all community members. 

This strategy is based on recommendations in 
a report entitled “Agenda for First Nations and 
Inuit Mental Health”. The report is the result of 
extensive consultation between First Nations 
and Inuit communities to develop a strategic 
partnership to deal with mental health prob¬ 
lems. The emphasis is on community-based solu¬ 
tions that stress psychological well-being and 
socially harmonious behaviour. 

The various mental health programs being 
developed will likely reflect a diversity of needs, 
priorities and traditions among First N ation and 
Inuit communities. In the first yearof the Brighter 
Futures Initiative (1992-93) each community 
was provided with funding to determine its needs 
and to develop strategic plans. 

Specific goals of the mental health program 
include the development of appropriate commu¬ 
nity resources and programs to deal with mental 
health and child wellness issues; the develop¬ 
ment of a range of services, including referrals, 
prevention, intervention, treatment support, 
counselling and aftercare follow-up; increasing 
the level of knowledge and practical skills to 
facilitate healthy families and communities; and 
increasing the quality of service delivery. 

In addition to the mental health component of 
the Brighter Futures Initiative a solvent abuse 
strategy has been planned. For years solvent 
abuse in most First Nations and Inuit communi¬ 
ties went generally unnoticed, while its devas¬ 



tating effects took an enormous toll among chil¬ 
dren and youth. 

Recently, national and international attention 
has been focused on the plight of the communi¬ 
ties of Pikangikum, Manitoba, Davis Inlet, Lab¬ 
rador, and Attawapiskat, Ontario and their strug¬ 
gles to cope with the physical, mental and spir¬ 


itual affects of solvent addiction. 

In 1991, a First Nations Solvent Abuse work¬ 
ing group was established to examine solvent 
abuse treatment needs in Canada. The following 
year, the Government of Canada announced the 
Brighter Futures Child Development Initiative. 
Under the initiative’s First Nations and Inuit 
Community Action Program the problem of sol¬ 
vent abuse is being addressed with the develop¬ 
ment of early intervention programs, residential 
treatment programs and worker training pro¬ 
grams for communities across the country. 

Several national initiatives have also taken 
place. During the fall of 1993, the First Nations 
and Inuit Youth Solvent Abuse Survey and Study 
was completed. The survey and study focus on 
the extent and level of solvent abuse in Native 
communities and outline key components of sol¬ 
vent abuse intervention and treatment. This 18- 
month project received survey responses front 
231 communities reportingmore than l,200youth 
Continued on Page 67 
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AIDS Awareness 


AIDS Drama to play in Calgary 

Central Event For National AIDS Awareness Week 

It’s a warm summer evening on the prairies. The air is thick with the smell 
of sage, and you re at a party, sitting alone in a corner of the back yard. Then 
out of the comer of your eye, silhouetted against the sunset, you see him. It’s a 
familiar face; someone you know you’ve seen before, but you can’t quite place 
‘ Cautiously, you start to walk over to him . and then you remember... 

This is also the 
opening scene of the 
Dora Mavor Moore 
Award nominated 
play. Brave Hearts. 

The one act drama 
plays in Calgary Sep¬ 
tember 29 to October 
8, as part of AIDS 
Calgary’s contribu¬ 
tion toNational AIDS 
Awareness Week. 

Brave Hearts is the 
story of two men who 
meet by chance at a 
party outside of Saskatoon. It is the story of friendships and relationships 
in the age of AIDS; it is about fear of intimacy; it is about trust, and is about 
the universal human need for love and acceptance. 

Although previously staged at Toronto’s Buddies in Bad Times Theatre, 
[Brave Hearts is a prairie play, from its Canmore-bom playwright Harry 
Rintoul to its language and characters. G.W., for example, is the 25-year- 
old ranch hand with a wry sense of humour and a love for his horses. By 
contrast Rafe, a Wire Man for a local oil company, seems already bitter and 
cynical at 31. They’re unlikely friends, but as the play unravels, they 
discover they share past secrets and present fears. 

Directing the play is Coral Larson Thew, who has worked professionally 
.in theatres from Vancouver to Montreal, and is currently finishing her 
thesis for the University of Calgary’s Masters’ In Directing Program. 
Edmonton-based actor Barry Thorson, who is currently preparing a tour 



of his self-penned work The Painter’s Dream to Australia, takes on the role 
of Rafe, while Calgary actor Steve Gin plays G.W. 

Inspiration for the play came in part from the chance meeting of Thew, 
Gin, stage manager Susanah Windrum, and Montreal actor/musician 
Nicholas Grew (who played “Rafe” during initial workshops and readings) 
when they worked together this past summer writing environmental plays 
for Kananaskis Country. 

“I feel strongly that Brave Hearts needs to be produced,” says Larson 
Thew. “It is a play that speaks to and for everyone. Its themes are 
universal.” 

Stage manager Susanaha Windrum agrees. “Working on a show like 
Brave Hearts incorporates everything I believe theatre should be. It’s a 
process that allows people to share their knowledge and communicate in 
a creative way.” 

The urgency of the play was further punctuated by Health Canada’s 
recent release of the Mens’ Study, which focused on the importance of 
community and self-esteem in the prevention of HIV transmission. AIDS 
Calgary 1 s response to the study has been the planning and implementation 
of their Men With Men program, which will begin information workshops 
with high risk populations of men this fall. 

“Aside from being a beautiful piece of theatre,” says Gin, “this play stands 
up and shows how afraid people are to love each other — God forbid, even 
to say it. And what’s worse, that silence is a symptom of people not loving 
themselves, or feeling that they’re unworthy of being loved.” 

The Gentle Night Theatre Company will be adapting the staging of Brave 
Hearts for the intimacy of Calgary’s Pumphouse Theatre. As well, the cross 
racial casting of Gin, who has appeared in CBC’s North of 60 and the 
Native Dance Drama Dance Me Born, with Thorson is another adaptation. 

Continued on Page S3 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on 10 years of 
: publishing without government grants. We wish you continued 
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independent tree press for the First Nations, from 
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Naskapi Band of Quebec 

DRUG & ALCOHOL COUNSELLING SERVICES AVAILABLE 
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FACING XJAi 


The Face of HIV Infection 

When we first started hearing about AIDS and HIV, there was confusion 
about the meanings of these abbreviations. There is less confusion today, 
but the difference in these terms may still not always be clear. 

HIV stands for the human immunodeficiency virus. This virus shelters 
itself in the body as it slowly goes to work. The body’s immune system is 
its protection against disease. Because HIV attacks the immune system, 
it causes a gradual destruction of the defence system. An infected person 
may develop an illness which appears something like infectious 
mononucleosis, within weeks of the virus entering the body. However, for 
many people it is not until much later that they begin to feel ill. 

AIDS, which stands for Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome, is the 
end result of HIV infection. Eveiyone who has AIDS is infected with HIV, 
but the virus can take up to ten years to destroy the immune system 
without showing any symptoms. It’s only when an infected person is 
obviously sick that they are said to have AIDS. By this time the defense 
system is so weak it can’t fight off certain infections. People with AIDS live 
only about two years after they reach this stage. 

During all the years a person has HIV infection, they can spread the 
virus through sexual intercourse, or sharing needles to inject drugs. An 
infected woman who becomes pregnant has about a 30 percent chance of 
passing HIV to her baby before or during birth. 

There are no drugs or vaccines to prevent HIV infection. Each person 
must take responsibility for protecting themselves. If you are concerned 
talk with your partner. If you have been at risk have an HIV test. Avoid 
intercourse or always use a latex condom. 

No doubt some people will continue to be confused about the difference 
between HIV and AIDS, but there is one thing about which there must be 
no confusion. Everyone has a role to play to stop the spread of HIV. 

It may be difficult to believe some people are infected with HIV, the virus 
that leads to AIDS. They look well. It is easy to tell if a friend or family 
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Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your 10th Anniversary 
of independent publishing. Best wishes for continued success 
in providing an independent free-press for the First Nations, from 

The Saddle Lake 
Health Care Centre 
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member has a cold or the flu merely by looking at them or by asking them 
how they feel. Similarly, people with most chronic diseases know they are 
unwell and often look ill. Infection with HIV provides no such tell-tale 


People with HIV seem to be well. However, one can never assume anyone 
is free from HIV. It is a deceptive and dangerous virus. 

A person can have HIV infection for up to ten years and appear perfectly 
healthy. People infected with HIV show no obvious signs of illness in the 
early stages of infection. The lack of signs, plus their denial of risk, may be 
why many do not take the blood test for HIV. They don’t realize they are 
infected. And neither does anyone else. 

Despite the fact that most Albertans know that HIV doesn’t affect only 
gay or bi-sexual men and injection drugs users, evidence shows that the 
behaviour of many people continues to put them at risk. They think they 
can somehow “spot” HIV. Both men and women continue to pass the virus 
to their partners through unprotected sexual intercourse or by sharing 
needles to inject drugs. 

In the past ten years, science has provided a more complete understand-1 
ing of how HIV spreads and how the virus affects people living with the 
illness. Based on that understanding, more people are being cautious. 
They are protecting themselves from HIV. 

We know that someone with HIV infection may look well and feel fine. | 
Trusting appearances doesn’t work as protection against HIV, AIDS and 
other sexually transmitted diseases. Practising ‘safer sex’ and not sharing 
injection drug equipment is our only protection. Do your part to stop the J 
spread of HIV and AIDS. Let’s face up to AIDS. 

For more information about HIV/AIDS you can call: 

•the health unit or your doctor in your community 
•the STD/AIDS Information Line, toll-free, at 1-800-772-2437 
•community AIDS organizations in Calgary 228-0155, Edmonton 429-1 
2437, Grande Prairie 538-3388, High River 938-4911, Jasper 852-5274, 
Lethbridge 328-8186, and Red Deer 346-8858 
•Sexually Transmitted Disease clinic for free information, and HIV 
testing in Calgary 297-6562, Edmonton 427-2834, and Fort McMurray 
743-3232, or contact 

•the Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS Prevention Society, 2nd Floor, 
10714 -108 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, 424-4767. 


Congratulations, A[6erta <Native (News on -your lOth Anniversary. 
oWe salute the commitment to preserve (Native culture 
and wish you continued success, jrom 

Fishing Lake Human Development Project 


Drug & Alcohol Abuse Counselling Services Available 

Stay in control of your life. 

Please — don’t abuse drugs and alcohol! 

Tel. (306) 338-3838 or Fax. (306) 338-3635 
FISHING LAKE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT, BOX 508, WADENA, SK S0A 4J0 
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Ten Tips for Raising Sexually Healthy Children 


Sexual learning is a lifelong process, but it is 
during the early years that a person’s sexual 
values, attitudes and behaviours are formed. 
Thus parents can have a large influence on their 
child’s values, attitudes and behaviours. 

Here is a list of some tips that can be of use 
when talking about sexuality with your child: 

1. Parents are the primary sexuality educators 
of their children . Make sure both parents are in 
on the teaching since both the same and opposite 
sexed parents are important. 

2. If your child is old enough to ask the ques¬ 
tion, she/he is old enough to be given an answer. 
If the information is too advanced for the child 
they will just tune it out. 

3. When answering questions, use the correct 
terms for body parts and sexual behaviours. 
Cute names only lead to further confusion. 

4. The one time “birds and bees” lecture is not 
enough information to allow your child to be 
prepared to deal with adolescent and adult situ¬ 
ations. Use teachable moments throughout the 
life cycle to talk to your child. 

5. In the majority of cases an adolescent’s first 
sexual encounter is under the influence of drugs 
and/or alcohol. Thus when talking about sexual¬ 
ity, also talk about drug and alcohol use. 

6. Your actions speak as loud as your words. A 
child picks up messages from the behaviours of 
those around them as well as what is said aloud. 
Also be aware that television, videos, movies 
and music give strong sexual messages to your 
children. 

7. It is now compulsory for schools in Alberta to 
teach sexuality education at the junior high 
school level. Make yourself aware of both what is 
being taught and who is teaching it. 

8. Adolescents by nature are often rebellious; 
the “just say no” message, whether it be about 
drugs, alcohol or sexual activities, often falls on 
deaf ears. Teach your adolescent how to make 
responsible, healthy decisions from a young age 
that will help to protect them. 

9. Adolescents become sexually active for vari¬ 



ous reasons including being part of the gang and 
to feel loved. Keep the lines of communication 
open in your home so your adolescent does not 
feel they have to go out of the family to get their 
emotional needs met. 

10. One in four females and one in ten males 
are sexually abused by eighteen years of age and 
one in six females gets pregnant before twenty 
years of age. Equip both males and females with 
the knowledge necessary to protect themselves 
and to hopefully keep them from becoming a 
statistic. 

In conclusion, raising sexually healthy chil¬ 
dren today, with all the outside influences, is not 
easy. Your best bet is to be honest with your 
children and teach them how to make responsi¬ 
ble decisions for themselves as they grow. 


"H 


Younger & Holmes Ltd. 

“General Insurance Brokers" 


Ql/e congnatudate 
cAfataJIaiiueuMewson 
youft lOlluAwiiuejsajg o{ 
independent pubCislung 

10022 -101 Street 
Peace River, AB 

Telephone (403) 624-2595 






Nats'ejee K'eh 


In-patient 
counselling 
services 
available 

Please don't 
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stay in control 
of your life! 

We are a treatment centre. 

Tel: (403) 874-6699 or fax (403) 874-6611 

Nats'ejee K'eh 

P. O. Box 160, Hay River, N.W.T. XOE 0R0 
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Birdtail Sioux Alcohol & Drug Abuse Program 


Congratulations Alberta Motive Mews, on your 
10th anniversary. We salute the commitment to preserve 
Motive culture and wish you continued success, from 

WATERHEN LAKE - ALCOHOL & 
DRUG ABUSE PROGRAM 



Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselling Services Available 
Say NO to Drug & Alcohol Abuse - 
Stay in control of your life! 


NADAPP Tel. (306) 236-6717 or Fax. (306) 236-4866 
^ General Delivery, Waterhen Lake, SK SOM 3B0 j 


Congratulations on uour 1 Oth anniversary 
of independence. We wish you continued 
success in your efforts to preserve Jfative 
culture, from the 

WIKWEMIKONG COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTRE 



Stay in control of your life. 

Please — don’t abuse drugs ana alcohol! 

Tel. ( 705 ) 859-3164 or Fax. ( 705 ) 859-3300 
VIKWEMIKONG COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRE 

P. O. Box 101, Wikwemikong, ON POP 2J0 



Tel. (306)398-2266 
Fax. (306)398-2522 
POUNDMAKER ALCOHOL PROJECT 

P. 0. Box 220, Paynton, Sask., SOM 2J0 



Stay in control of your life! 
Please don't abuse 
drugs and alcohol — 

Tel. (306) 334-2573 Fax (306) 334-2280 
Peepeekisis Alcohol & Drug Abuse Program 

P. 0. Box 518, Balcarres, SK, SOG 0C0 


WESTLAND COUNSELLING SERVICES 

CHARTERED PSYCHOLOGISTS 


• Individual, Family & Marital Therapy 
• Consulting & Professional Development 
• Psychological, Education & Vocational Assessments 
• Cross Cultural Counselling 

• Therapy for Loss, Grief, Anxiety & Depression, 
Post Traumatic Stress, Addictions & Co-Dependency 

• Counselling for Children's Behaviour Problems, 
Parenting Issues & Children's Trauma & Abuse 

• Stress Management & Relaxation Training 


Located in 

Westland Family Practice Clinic -, 

Westland Market Mall (403)962-9393 

Spruce Grove, Alberta Fax: (403) 962-4295 
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Stress Management 


DANGER AND OPPORTUNITY 


by Graeme T. Clark, the Aspen Group, Psychologists 


In the 90s, Native peoples are being exposed to rapid change—economic, 
political, social, and often personal. Many changes may be welcomed as 
long overdue. But others, such as job loss, culture shock, or increasing 
stress, often lead to personal crisis and upheaval. How do people face the 
test of coping with these unwelcome changes? 

Personal crisis presents both danger and opportunity. When over¬ 
whelmed a person may easily lose trust and faith in oneself, in others or 
even in li’fe itself. Withdrawal into helplessness, lethargy or social isola¬ 
tion may be appealing. Numbing or other ways of avoiding the pain will 
work temporarily, but are usually harmful in the long run. Overwhelmed 
with pain and worry, a person may be blinded to the possibilities that are 
also part of crisis and change. 

Stop a moment to consider. Say you’ve lost your job. There are at least 
five steps you can take to assist yourself in getting back on track. These 
steps can be taken by the individual person, but they apply just the same 
to one’s family. 

Personal security is a necessary first. A person needs a dry roof, food, a 
safe place to rest and collect oneself. Without these basics, little else can 
be accomplished. 

Second, a person can care for oneself emotionally. Take some time to 
acknowledge that “Yes, I’m in shock, I can’t believe what has happened, 
and I don’t know what to do... I have losses and regrets and I’m fearful for 
my future.” You needn’t dwell on feeling sorry for yourself, at least not for 
long, but you can be your own best friend by giving yourself the time and 
space to do some emotional healing. 

Third, once you are safe from the most immediate threats and have 
begun to cope with the initial shock, you can begin to take stock. Rather 


to offer.” On the contrary, ask 
yourself empowering questions: 
How have I been successful in 
the past? How have I survived 
other troubled times? What 
skills have I used in previous 
jobs or other situations, be they 
people skills, organizational 
skills or practical know-how? 
(Have you ever noticed how 
many organizing skills the av¬ 
erage homemaker has?) What 
are the ideas and aspirations I 
won’t dare let myself think, 
because I don’t think I can suc¬ 
ceed? People are often surprised 
that if they make a commit¬ 
ment to some plan that 
stretches their capabilities, 
unexpected gifts come their way 
to help them out. 

Fourth, consider to whom you 



than dwell on how terrible the situation is, you can choose to step out of the 
everyday pressure in an effort to gain perspective. “What resources do I 
possess in spite of these problems?” This step is a very big way to be your 
own best friend. Under pressure, one is easily blinded to strengths and 
resources, thinking there is “nothing I can do and there is nothing I have 



Congratulations, y\jberta ( T'(ative qvjews, 
on your 10th Anniversary. 

<We salute your commitment to the preservation oj 
fDJative culture and wish you continued success 
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Chemical dependency services directed toward people 16 years of age and t 
Minimum 6 week residential program. 

“Total Person” Concept utilized 
.. 


- Patients are required to have the following items: 

- personal grooming items 

- suitable clothing for indoor and outdoor 

- two pairs of footwear, one for indoors and one for outdoors 

- valid Health Care Card 

- completed admission forms 

- transportation, financial and personal affairs must be arranged pric 
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General Delivery 
Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO 


Phone: (403)751-3921 
Fax: (403) 751-3831 
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_turn for support and guidance, in either practical terms, emotional 

terms or spiritual terms. Turning to others you trust not only helps share 
the burden emotionally, but also opens the possibility of new ideas and 
collective strength. Somewhere, each person has friends, family, band 
leaders, Elders or other professional people from whom to draw. 

Fifth, while taking the opportunity to gain perspective and to draw on 
your social network, continue to set small goals for yourself. It is important 
to set goals that you can achieve. Keep a regular daily routine. Make an 
appointment a day or set one task you can accomplish for sure. Give 
yourself recognition for surviving and moving ahead, one day at a time. 

In summary, there are no guarantees for success but there certainly are 
steps each person can take to maximize the opportunity in crisis while 
lessening the danger. 

Dr. Graeme T. Clark is a Chartered Psychologist (AB #1199) with offices 
in Edmonton (The Aspen Group, Psychologists) and Spruce Grove (Westland 
Counselling Services). 



Native Council of Canada (Alberta) 


NOTICE OF INHERENT RIGHT MEETINGS 


On Friday, August 26, 1994, the Native Council of Canada 
(Alberta) will be hosting A Symposium on Urban Health for 
Aboriginal Peoples. This symposium is part of the on-going 
discussions in which NCC(A) is engaged, on the inherent right of 
Aboriginal people to govern themselves. 


This symposium will focus exclusively on health m 
ing the future of the Charles Camsell Hospital. 




The symposium will be held from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at 
Charles Camsell Hospital, in the Ground Floor Auditorin 
12804 - 114 Avenue, Edmonton. A lunch will be served. 


NCC(A) staff will provide an advance copy of the symposium kit, 
a week before the meeting, to those who request it. Inherent right 
staff can be contacted at: 


(403) 454-8832 
(403) 453-5348 
(403) 453-5495 


(403) 428-6964 (Fax) 


PARKING AND ENTRANCE 
AT THE BACK OF THE 
HOSPITAL AT THE 
AUDITORIUM BACK DOOR 


Attention, Aboriginal organizations: For planning purposes, 
please advise our office, when you know how many individuals 
from your organization will be attending. 
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"Native Health Issues and Concerns" 

A message from 
Cat Lake Chief Wilfred Wesley 
to all First Nations Leaders and Regions 
across Canada 

Canada's federal government must become more involved with the First Nations bands and the 
provinces in recognition of Native health concerns and problems which exist throughout our 
communities. 

To date, the government continues to acknowledge only the problems of the past and have not 
fully recognized the needs of today's First Nations people. 

We must come to grips with the rampant use of alcohol 
and drug abuse amongst our people. 

Today's government must introduce "new legislation" that would support programs which are 
required by First Nations health givers. 

We must assess and clearly identify the health issues and concerns before us. 

A'. >1'.I- I'./.-. .. , . . -.V; ’ 7 

Health jurisdiction for First Nations people is a mandatory 
requirement. 

It is our duty to utilize the treaty implementation process to our 
advantage in the areas of health services, education and other 
special needs and requirements of our people. 

We wish to extend our appreciation to the publishers of Alberta Native News for allowing us to 
express our views and concerns on issues pertaining to Canada’s First Nations people and extend 
our congratulations as you celebrate your 10th anniversary of independent publishing. 

Best Wishes 


From 

Chief Wilfred Wesley, 
Council, Elders and 
First Nation Members. 


CAT LAKE FIRST NATION 
GORDON 00MBASH MEMORIAL BUILDING 
2 BACK ROAD WEST 
CAT LAKE, ONTARIO P0V1J0 



PESHEWESAHEKNIK 
NETUM ANESHENAPEK 
(807)347-2100 
FAX (807) 347-2116 
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Viewpoint 


Sty's Pew 


This is about leaders 

by Del Sty 

We white folk are at a loss when it comes to 
understanding Native leadership. You will know 
this by the flailing manner we go around trying 
to describe Ovide Mercredi, Grand Chief, Assem¬ 
bly of First Nations, as the “eleventh” premier of 
Canada. It is interesting to hear the white folks 
gush on about the “constitutionality” of the an¬ 
cient longhouse. 

In reality, to such an organized race as we, the 
sheer fragmentation of bands and reserves and 
First Nations and settlements and status and 
non-status and C-31 and Metis, to be honest it 
frightens us. 

To the white folk like me an’ my kin, the best 
we’ve been able to establish is a sort of “separate 
but equal” understanding. 

Of course, I like to think I have a better under¬ 
standing than your average white. There is no 
doubt to me that Canada’s First Nation people do 
their politicking at the community level. 

In my opinion the most powerful entity in First 
Nations politics is the family. Moms and Pops are 
the leaders in FirstNations communities, rather 
than mayors and premiers. Frankly, unlike 


TUBMAN 


Funeral Home Limited 

and Crematorium 


FORT Q’APPELLE 
INDIAN HEAD 
WOLSELEY 

BOX 351, WOLSELEY, SA 


<S=. 


(306) 695-3731 
698-2557 
1-800-667-8962 
S0G5H0 


t tfony)a/u/ation6 jJlhoda jYaUtfo J\ r c4M 
AM you cMla/c yon), J()(h idnmt'oMaty. 9tft/iiny 
yon continued CniccoM in/iiovidiny an indc/tcndenl 
flee/<)eM fo) i/te ^iul dl'atioM, filom 

New Dawn Valley Centre Inc. 


Head Office: 

Wa-Pii-Moos-Toosis-Reserve 
P. 0. Box 127, 

Lebret, Saskatchewan 
SOG 2Y0 


Tel. (306) 332-5637 
or Fax. (306) 332-4815 

Be in control of your life! 

Say NO to drug and alcohol abuse ! 



on you lOi* anniversary We salute you 
commitment to present Native Culture 
anti Hit* you continued success, from 

N00JM0W1N-WAAWYEGAMIG 

(Healing the Family Circle) 

WALPOLE ISLAND FAMILY VIOLENCE PROGRAM 

• Counselling Services Available 

Tel. (519) 627-9291 or Fax. (519) 627-5096 

c/o Walpole Island First Nation 
R.R.#3, WALLACEBERG, ON N8A 4K9 


whites, Natives do more than pay lip-service to 
the sanctity of the family. 

Native friends of mine have always had strong 
family relations which have been fostered in 
close-knit communities. As always this has had 
both good and bad effects (the sociology of which 
escapes this discussion). But brothers and cous¬ 
ins are very often the best of friends, or sadly, the 
bitterest of enemies. 

Obviously certain families may become very 
powerful within these small or medium-sized 
communities. Sometimes the political organiza¬ 
tion of a particular band will revolve entirely 
around one family. 

The benefit from this is that a small commu¬ 
nity will have all its members pulling together 
for the common good through all times of hard¬ 
ship. One has only to look at the survival of the 
scattered First Nations to recognize that power¬ 
ful families pulled them through miserable times 
these past few decades. 

The problem with this kind of political organi¬ 
zation is that internal problems can explode into 
feuding in which, most often, the important peo¬ 
ple in the community withdraw from one an¬ 
other. Nothing gets done, everyone pulls apart, 
and such feuds do not bum out until a whole 
generation has passed. 

Now that is as far as my understanding goes. 

Naturally there are moral lessons and charac¬ 
ter building mysteries that communities pass 
along to their members. A community is incom¬ 
plete without these characters. Some of them 
turn into leaders. Some turn into followers. Some 



clamour about what a Native leader is. 

Historically the First Nations have been na¬ 
tions hidden even to themselves, bound loosely 
by language and traditional values but not by a 
concentrated political interest. 

So if we have seen First Nations define new 
reasons to join together, to federate, then Grand 
Chief Ovide Mercredi will not emerge as the 
premier of this federation. More likely he would 
be president of these recently federated and 
newly allied states. 

Maybe they’ll call him that or maybe they’ll 
continue to call him the Chief. 


Our congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your 9th 
Anniversary of independent publishing, from 

Chief Allan Paquachan 
Council & Band Members 


We salute your decade of commitment to the 
preservation of Native culture. Happy Anniversary! 

Beausoleil Family Health Centre 


Fishing Lake Band 

_ communiplex _ 

' We would like to thank ail the visitors, ' 
volunteers and participants of our Sports Days 
and hope to see you all again next year, 

_ the 3rd weekend of July ’95! _ / 

P. O. BOX 508, Wadena, SK S0A 4J0 
Phone #(306) 338-3838 
Fax #(306) 338-3635 



• Drug and alcohol 
counselling 
services available • 


TeL (705) 247-2035/247 2012 • Fax (705) 247-2006 


Christian Island Health Centre, 

Cedar Point P.0, Christian Island, Ontario LOK ICO 


Congratulations,Jflberta Native New 


i your 10thjflnniversary 


FOSTER FAMILIES WANTED 


ACCENT ASSOCIATES 

HEARING AID SERVICE LTD. 


309 MEADOWLARK PLACE MICHAEL SHIELDS 



484-0681 


m- KawitamSkowinawaw misawSc tansi kShcinS mlna 
nanatohk k6si wtclhkawinawaw mfna 
katipamakwawinawaw ispt tepemoyeko. 

® KIspin kisawemawawak awSsisak mlna namoya 
kitayimetenawaw opikinawasowin, pe pikiskwek: 
Saskatchewan Foster Care Inquiry 1-800-667-7002 


*" Complete training, support and reimbursement 

© If you like young people and enjoy being a parent, 
call (Sask.) Foster Care Services 1-800-667-7002 
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Role Models 


New president appointed to business council 


George E. Lafond has recently been appointed 
president of the Canadian Council for Aboriginal 
Business (CCAB). 

“This is CCAB’s 10-year anniversary and I 
think it’s fitting that the Council’s first Aborigi¬ 
nal president be appointed this year,” said C.E.O. 
Patrick Lavelle. “The changes taking place in 
Aboriginal Canada in the next 10 years will far 
outstrip what has taken place in the past decade. 
The pace is picking up, but the outcome is even 
more uncertain.” 

Mr. Lafond, a Cree from the Muskeg Lake First 
Nation in Saskatchewan, has over 15 years expe¬ 
rience working with Aboriginal youth, govern¬ 
ments and the non-Aboriginal community on 
education, heritage and economic development. 
He holds a Bachelor of Education degree from 
the University of Saskatchewan. 

Prior to joining CCAB, Mr. Lafond worked with 
the leadership of the Saskatoon Tribal Council 
including serving as a Director of Health. He also 
worked as Senior Policy advisor at the Office of 
the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development in Ottawa; Senior Manager, Abo¬ 
riginal Banking at the Bank of Montreal; and 
Secondary Educator at the Saskatoon Public 
School Board. 

Mr. Lafond said it is a great honour to take up 
the position of president. “I want to ensure the 
Council reaches out to the Aboriginal communi¬ 
ties and especially Aboriginal youth to enable 
our people to take a rightful place in all sectors of 
the Canadian and international economy. We 


can do this by forging alliances with private and 
public sectors and by ensuring our people and 
our culture are welcomed and respected in every 
work place.” 

Mr. Lafond’s professional and co mmuni ty af¬ 
filiations include Siksika Nation Tribal Admin¬ 
istration Entrepreneurship Society; Saskatoon 
United Way; Governor General’s Canadian Study 
Conference 1995; Wanueskewin Heritage Park; 
and Economic Strategy Committee of the Eco¬ 
nomic Development Authority of Saskatoon. 

CCAB is a national, non-profit organization 
that brings together Aboriginal and non-Abo¬ 
riginal people for mutually beneficial partner¬ 
ships in employment, education, networking and 


business ventures. Through its chapters in Van¬ 
couver, Calgary, Winnipeg, Saskatoon and To¬ 
ronto, CCAB also provides employment equity 
counselling and cross-cultural training. 



AIDS Drama 

Continued from Page 47 

“It won’t change the meaning of the play, and 
ire wouldn’t want that at all either,” says Gin. 
“But like Sharon Pollock’s cross-racial casting of 
Salt-Water Moon a few years ago at Theatre New 
Brims wick, I think it wrill add a whole new layer 
to the show...and it’s definitely a strong enough 
script to accommodate that extra layer.” 

Brave Hearts plays at Calgary’s Pumphouse 
Theatre, 2140 Pumphouse Road S.W., at 8:00 
p.m. on the evenings of September 29 and 30; 
October 1,2,4,5,6,7 and 8. Matinees will also play 
on Saturdays October 1 and 8 at 2:00 p.m. A 
portion of the revenue generated by the show will 
be donated to AIDS Calgary. 

Tickets for Brave Hearts can be purchased 
through the AIDS Calgary office by phoning 
(403) 228-0155, or in person at 300,1021 - 10th 
Avenue S.W. Tickets are $10 each, or $8 for 
students, seniors and the unwaged; both Visa 
and Mastercard are accepted on advance tickets. 
A limited number of tickets may be available at 
the door, but consider buying in advance to avoid 
disappointment. 

The performers in Brave Hearts appear cour¬ 
tesy of the Canadian Actors’ Equity Association. 
Audiences should be aware that the play con¬ 
tains strong language and adult themes. 


Victims 

Continued from Page 44 

Thompson RCMP Sgt. Allan Watson said po¬ 
lice expect the publicity about Rowe could spark 
a wave of disclosures. 

Worried Split Lake residents have met with 
the RCMP to develop a plan for identifying and 
offering help to Rowe’s victims. 

Chief Norman Flett said band leaders asked 
for the meeting because they believe Rowe abused 
other young men from their community. 

“We have suspected for some time that there 
are others but it will take time for some of them 
to disclose,” explained Flett, leader of the com¬ 
munity of 2,000 located 120 kilometres north¬ 


We tails tfiis opportunity to join 
Business and Bands across Canada 
to congratueate ACBerta Native News 
if tOtd Anniversary 



UNION OF 
ONTARIO 
INDIANS 


Box 711, North Bay, ON PI B 8J8 
Telephone (705) 497-9127 


east of Thompson. 

“We want to be able to assist them as much as 
possible when they do.” 

Child welfare workers, health-care staff, police 
and other residents plan to set up a support 
network for victims. 

“It’s a very delicate matter,” Flett said. “But we 
know it affects people long-term... The sad thing 
is a lot of the community put their trust in him. 
The fact that he was a minister of the church 
meant that we never suspected him before that. 

“When we look back, there were some suspi¬ 
cions among some of the young men,” Flett noted. 
“Maybe it’s our fault in the community for not 
taking it seriously enough.” 


MURRAY LAKE 
GENERAL MERCHANTS 

• Gas Bar • Groceries • Videos • Hardware 
• Fishing Tackle 

Open 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Manager: Steve Myo 


Phone (306) 386-2855 

OWNERS: Moosomin Indian Ban> 


NEW TOWN BILLIARDS 


REGULAR - 2 PLAYERS - $550 HOUR 
HAPPY HOUR/TABLE - 2 PLAYERS -$4.75 HOUR 
CORPORATE RATE - 2 PLAYERS - $4.75 HOUR 


BRUNSWICK ANNIVERSARY AND TOP OF THE UNE 
NATIONAL TABLES • 12,000 SQ.FT OF SPACE 
WELL STOCKED BAR « DELICIOUS FOOD 


I 5 DART BOARDS • 3 CARD TABLES I 

(403) 290-1666 

ABOVE RENFREW FURS 108A - 7 AVENUE S.W. 


r— CHINOOK—s 
EMBROIDERY 

N- -r* 

Your Good Name 
J Y'-i l Deserves To Look Great 
With Embroidered Jackets, 
Caps, Golfshirts and Sweaters 

• Crests • Custom Designs 
• Stock Designs 


Lethbridge, ab Vfo*' (403) 320-6639 


We join with Alberta Native News on this 10th Anniversary of independent publishing, 
happy to promote Native arts and culture in Canada! 

SLAVE LAKE DEVELOPMENTS LTD. 

PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT 
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 

TELEPHONE (403) 849 - 4113 FAX (403) 849-2522 
P. O. BOX 361, SLAVE LAKE, ALBERTA TOG 2A0 


Saluting 10 years of joining bu 


nd bands to promote Native arts and culture 


Timeless Pride Log Homes 


welcome — 

Brian at (403) 586-3644 or 
Kevin at (403) 843-4448 


The "Lakeside" - 
under construction. 
1326 sq. ft. Log shell 
$47,000 


Construction site - Westerose, Alberta 











































August, 1994 Alberta Native News 

Achievement Awards honour Native accomplishments 


TheNational Aboriginal AchievementsAwards 
will be held in Vancouver next spring but nomi¬ 
nations will only be accepted until October 15, 
says the founder of the award ceremony, musical 
conductor, John Kim Bell. 

Canada’s Inuit, Metis and Indian people will be 
the recipients of the awards that are designed to 
promote Native advancement in all fields of 
endeavour. 

Bell, a 41 year old Mohawk, originally from the 
Kahnawake Reserve in Ontario, says recogni¬ 
tion towards Native people is long overdue and 
commented that great Native achievers have 
been overlooked for years. 

Bell says the awards are meant to invoke 
“unity, pride and role models." 

Included in the twelve categories of awards for 
business, arts and science accomplishments, is 
one lifetime achievement award. 

The first awards ceremony was held last Feb¬ 
ruary in Ottawa at a well-attended festivity that 
was staged by the Canadian Native Art Founda- 


“There are many Native achievers,” he said, 
"*Bell, who has put his Broadway career on hold “but so far they haven’t received the honour they 
for the moment, directed four symphonies across deserve.” 

Canada in the past year and says he’s encourag- Nominations can be sent to the National Abo- 
ing anyone with an endorsement to make sure riginal Achievement Awards Centre in Mon- 
they get their nomination in on time. 




Conqtatueationt. ACOerta Native News. 
We gatute your commitment and wist you 
continued success, from 


RED 


RAM 


TRUCK & EQUIPMENT PARTS 

• Used Truck Equipment 

• Sales • Parts • Service 
Government Safety Inspection Station 


Call toll free 1-800-361-0234 
il. (403) 447-4946 or Fax. (403) 447-4786 
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Lebret Eagles 
Junior "A" Hockey Club 



Happy 10th Anniversary, Alberta Native News! 

NENISKA REPAIR 


Heavy Equipment & Truck Repair 
- Small Motors 
Welding 


Wn/'/.’lhM 

• Alternators 

*L 

Saws * qt3lrtere 


( 807 ) 548-5110 Fax ( 807 ) 548-5114 

P. O. Box 155 • Kenora, Ontario • P9N 3X3 
on Reddit Road at the Kenora Bypass 
John Neniska 548-1475 Robert Neniska 548-1475 

Tom Neniska 548-4512_Jack Neniska 548-4566 


Nechi announces 1993 Winners 


Eight provincial winners win $200 each for 
their efforts to raise awareness of alcohol, drug 
and solvent abuse within their communities. 
The B.C. winner is St. Mary’s Indian Band 
which is to be congratulated for their outstand¬ 
ing program of awareness activities. 

The contest is held each year to encourage 
communities across Canada to celebrate Na¬ 
tional Addictions Awareness Week and to adopt 
a lifestyle that supports sobriety and good health. 

“This year’s contest showed expanding inter¬ 
est across the country and increasing commu¬ 
nity involvement,” said National Addictions 
Awareness Week Co-ordinator, Louise Mayo. 


“We are encouraged by this growing support for 
community well-being, which we see not only 
during National Addictions Awareness Week, 
but every day of the year.” 

Nechi Institute received 17 submissions for 
the 1993 Community Involvement Contest. 
Judges from across Canada selected the eight 
provincial winners. Of the eight winners, a 
second panel ofjudges selected the Hudson Bay 
Composite High School, Hudson Bay, Saskatch¬ 
ewan, as the National Winner. As a result, the 
Hudson Bay Composite High School received 
an additional $300 for being selected the Na¬ 
tional Winner. 


Suicide epidemic 

Continued from Page 45 

himself by jumping in front of a train in Sioux 
Lookout. 

He’d lost his brother to suicide only five months 
earlier. 

A 15-year-old girl from Summer Beaver, a fly- 
in reserve about 500 kilometres north of Thun¬ 
der Bay, also killed herself last weekend. 

Another Pikangikum boy was flown to Sioux 
Lookout hospital after trying to hang himself 
less than a week after overdosing. 

By developing the computerized suicide regis¬ 
ter, Devlin said, they hope to be better at moni¬ 
toring and treating such high-risk youth. 

Past history is a key factor in predicting future 
suicidal behaviour, he said. Forty percent of 
those who attempt to kill themselves try again. 

Too often, such information hasn’t been avail¬ 
able during a crisis because the victim is too 
distraught to provide it, he said, adding that it 
will also be helpful in doing follow-up in the 
crucial one-year period after a suicide attempt. 

The CDC tracking system has been used in 
suicide prevention in some Aboriginal communi¬ 
ties in the U.S., he said. 

In Pikangikum, a team of nurses, police and 
mental health workers are collecting detailed 
information on every person who is suicidal. 

Counsellors are already working with about 21 
high-risk youth in that community. 

Devlin said they hope to extend the tracking 
system to Wunnumin Lake and Summer Beaver. 



O Great Spirit 


O Great Spirit, Creator of all things; 
JJuman beings, trees, grass, berries. 
JJelp us, be kind to us. 

£et us be happy on earth. 

Tet us lead our children 
To a good life and old age. 

These our people; give them good minds 
To love one another. 


O Great Spirit, 

<8e kind to us. 

Give these people the favour 
To see green trees, 

Green grass, flowers and berries 
This next spring; 

So we all meet again. 


O Great Spirit, 
We ask of you. 


—author unknown 



Wetaskiwin 
n H Bulk Sales 

pgtfKKANADA (Across from the water tower) 


Farm and industrial fuels and lubricants 
in bulk, self serve or full service 


1 Ryder Truck Rentals 
1 Weldco Welding Supplies 
1 Neighbours Convenience Store 


5020 - 56 Street, Wetaskiwin, AB 352-7191 


• LOG CONSTRUCTION • DESIGN AND ENGINEERING SERVICES 
• LOCK-UP PACKAGES (MATERIAL AND INSTALLATION)* RESTORATION 

Scribe fit or chinked cottage-style structures 

1 CONTEMPORARY OR TRADITIONAL FINISHES ] 


/H&esita-' <i 



SUPER 

M & H Wood Specialties 




16B Rayborn Crescent, St. Albert, Alberta T8N 4C2 

Telephone (403) 459-5700 Fax. (403) 460-2584 



FOOD'S 
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Gatherings 


Annual pilgrimage aided by good weather 


The crowd neared thirty thousand. The weather 
was about as nice as it can be. The 105th annual 
pilgrimage to Lac Ste. Anne was underway. 

Lac Ste. Anne is home to the oldest Roman 
Catholic mission west of Winnipeg. Founded in 
1843, the mission once played an important role 
in the lives of Aboriginal people—and that im¬ 
portance seems to be intact. 

The waters of Lac Ste. Anne are believed, by 
many, to have mysterious powers—powers that 
heal the body and provide hope that dreams and 
prayers can be answered. Each and every year 
thousands of Native people from across western 
Canada trek to the lake that’s located about 45 
kilometres west of Edmonton. 

The long candle-light procession is an awe¬ 
some sight as it winds its way toward the lake for 
the initial opening of the festivities. In the back¬ 
ground stands the Lac Ste. Anne Mission. In¬ 
side, the walls are filled with a variety of crutches 
and canes—left by those who claimed to have 
been healed by the waters of the lake. Solutions 
to the problems of drugs and alcohol were among 
the main invocations spoken to at this year’s 
pilgrimage. And many prayed for loved ones or 
relatives who were suffering some type of an¬ 
guish or despair. Others were returning for the 
umpteenth time—their belief in miracles 
unshattered by the fact that to date they have 
not been cured. 

Ken Nanemahoo, a recovered alcoholic, claimed 
the lake’s waters gave him the strength heneeded 
to get through difficult times. “Personally,” he 
said, “it’s hard to describe. Through my faith— 
through my courage—through my belief... it has 
somehow given me the strength and the will 
power that I never had before to help overcome 
my problems with alcohol.” 

The lines to Archbishop Peter Sulton were long 
and slow but many stayed until the end in order 
to receive his blessing. Don Sutton who drove his 
car from Saskatoon in order to make his eighth 
consecutive trip said he came more “for the 
social aspect and to visit with old friends who I 
only get to see once a year.” 

The five day event attracts different people for 
different reasons. Some plan their holidays 
around the event and some stay long after the 
pilgrimage is officially over. Few are rushed to 
leave before the finale—and this year’s weather 
made the water all the more easier to enter. And 



enter they did. Thousands strolled arm in arm 
through the shallow waters near the edge of the 
lake singing songs and praising miracles that 
had not yet happened. 

Fred Janvier weighed in atless than 135 pounds 
when he had a cancerous lung removed a couple 
ofyears ago. Then the disease spread and doctors 
told him he’d “have to go it on my own.” He did. 
Now he claims the doctors tell him that his 
cancer is gone. 

“They say there’s nothing—nothing. My cancer 
is gone and they don’t know how,” he added, 
saying that he has a strong reason to believe that 
the waters of Lac Ste. Anne helped to cure him . 

Roger Donaldson, a 62 year old retired shop 
owner from Grande Prairie, says his pilgrimage 
treks began in 1954 at the urging of his late wife. 
“She insisted that one could truly be recovered 
from minor ailments” and admits that though he 
likes to believe in the mysterious powers of the 
lake, he hasn’t had any real opportunity to put 
the rumour to the test. “So far, I’m in pretty good 
shape—I don’t want to be asking for something 
before it’s time—I might last even longer that 
way,” he joked at the conclusion of our conversa- 

Whether or not one can believe that the lake 
truly does hold some miraculous dose of recovery 


seems to be determinate on the person involved. 

Paul Ladouceur who trekked in from north of 
Hay River said “if a person believes strongly 
enough in anything I think it’s possible for it to 
happen. The mind of man is a strange and com¬ 
plex thing—and I really don’t believe that any¬ 
one really understands just how powerful the 
human brain can be if determination and stead¬ 
fastness abide.” 

This year’s event was considered a success in 
more ways than one. The crowd was large; the 
weather in the mid to high twenties and not a 
drop of rain in sight. 


Happy WtA Anniversary 
CONSTRUCTION & OILFIELD SERVICE 
VEHICLE CONVERSIONS 


* Home Heating * Domestic Tank Refilling 

* Cylinder Sales * Cylinder Refills 

* Gas Barbecues* Motor Fuel Dispensers 

* Domestic Tank Rentals & Sales 

HOURS: DAILY 8 AM. - 5 P.M. SATURDAY 8 A.M. - NOON 


LAC LA BICHE, AB 
RED DEER, AB 
STETTLER, AB 
EDMONTON, AB 


1-403-623-2363 

1-403-346-4375 

1-403-742-5129 

1-403-451-4454 



Towing 
Painting 
Glass Work 
Auto Pac 
Collision Repair 
and Frame Straightening 

Carrot River Road 
Phone (204) 623-5133 


Two Brothers Steakhouse 

Congratulates Alberta Native Newt 
on 10 years of independent publishing. 

We salute the commitment to preserve Native 
culture and wish you continued success 

Check out our 



Windsor Plywood 


Prince Albert, SK S6V 7L9 Fax: (306) 764-9380 


WINDSOR 


“Canada's Original Finishing Store" 

PLYWOOD, PANELLING, LUMBER, 
PAINT, DOORS, WINDOWS AND 
ALL RELATED BUILDING SUPPLIES 



QUALITY—SERVICE - VALUE 

Proud to serve a 
First Nations clientele 
FAX (403) 346-9690 


(403)343-1177 


ASSINIBOINE MEDICINE WHEEL 



tue W„ Portage La Prairie, Manitoba RIN 3N8 


C.N.A. TECHNICAL SERVICES 

P.O. Box 765. Azilda, ON 0M 1B0 

Tel: (705) 983-9182 Fax: (705) 983-0335 


• Architectural Drawings • Inspections • CAD Designs • Computer Training 
• Maintenance Management Systems • Feasibility/Capital Funding Sadies 
Kevin Crowe, Senior Survey Party Chief/Inspector 
Cindy Nault, Manager/Consultant 



















































Nechi Institute celebrates 
twenty years of success 


by Heather Andrews Miller 

An Alberta institute which was started by a 
small group of people who were determined to 
reduce the devastation caused by alcohol and 
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drug abuse in our communities is celebrating its 
twentieth anniversary this month. 

“The founding principle of the Nechi Institute 
on Alcohol and Drug Education was that Native 
people can most effectively counsel other Native 
people. We have more than 2500 graduates of our 
program who can attest to the success of that 
principle,” says Butch Wolfleg. 

Today, the Nechi Institute, located on the out¬ 
skirts of Edmonton, trains members of the help¬ 
ing professions to acquire the knowledge, skills, 
attitude and cultural orientation required to 
reduce the suffering caused by substance abuse 
among Aboriginal people. Many have been 
through the vicious cycle of substance abuse 
themselves, and upon recovering, have vowed to 
help their comrades and the many youth of the 
First Nations return to healthy lifestyles. Oth¬ 
ers are family members who witnessed the de¬ 
struction of an addicted loved one. 

“The original organizers were Eric Shirt and: 


of elders who have guided and encouraged us 
right from the beginning,” he says. The training 
programs themselves are founded on the basic 
values which the elders incorporated into the 
curriculum and teaching methods. “And when 
budget cuts or other setbacks discouraged us, 
and we were ready to quit, they encouraged us to 
carry on and to look elsewhere for resources so 
nothing was lost,” he says. 

Even though many of the elders who were 
present in the formative stages twenty years ago 
have now passed away, their teachings live on. 
“They left us with a good solid base,” Wolfleg 
says. 

Nechi is funded jointly by AADAC (Alberta 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commission) and the 
Department of Health and Welfare. Fourteen 
Nechi staff work at the facility. At any one time 
up to 48 trainees are in residence. As well, staff 
goes out of province to train, often in remote 

“Employees of more than 40 different agencies 
which are active in Native communities receive 
their training through Nechi. Some are from 
Pre-Employment, Summer Youth, or Prison 
Inmate Programs. Others are caring individu. 
als, sometimes volunteers, of alcohol programs, 
or social service agencies. And they come from 
both urban and remote rural settings all over 
Canada,” says Wolfleg. Graduates now include 
non-Aboriginals as well as Aboriginals. 

Nechi recently conducted a survey of its gradu¬ 
ates and found encouraging statistics to back up 
its success rate. “Over 62 percent of our gradu¬ 
ates had from two to five years of sobriety and 47 
percent had moved directly into managerial or 
leadership positions,” says Wolfleg. In addition, 
23 percent had gone into further post secondary 
education. 

Many graduates, former staff, and board mem- | 
bers have phoned to express their enthusiasm 
and interest in returning for the anniversary 


p of concerned Native people,” explains 


had been involved in a similar program in Cali¬ 
fornia.” Shirt and the others founded 
Poundmaker’s Lodge, a treatment centre for 
Aboriginal people, in Edmonton’s downtown area 
in 1973. “It wasn’t long before he was looking for 
a training facility which would guide staff mem¬ 
bers along a path of culturally-relevant training 
methods, and Nechi was bom in 1974.” 

Wolfleg was a graduate in 1976. Originally a 
member of the Blackfoot reserve in southern 
Alberta, he has enjoyed training and working at 
Nechi since his graduation and has seen the 
Institute grow. “One fact that needs to be em¬ 
phasized is that the success we have attained in 
our programs is due to a huge degree to the input 


celebrations. “We expect up to 400 to attend 
fun-filled day on August 20 here at the Institute,” 
says Wolfleg. 

Eric Shirt has recently been setting up s imil ar 
programs in Australia, leaving his very capable 
brother Pat as director of Poundmaker’s Lodge, 
but he will return to celebrate the anniversary. 
“It will be a highlight of the day to have him here. 
He will recall the dream that was Poundmaker/ 
Nechi and help us to envision the future.” Maggie 
Hodgson, long-time executive director of theNechi 
Institute will also be on hand. Other features of 
the 1:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. celebrations include 
sweats, a reception, and music and dancing to 
the up-and-coming band Redwood from the Sarcee 
Nation. 

“AllinaU,itwillbeagreatcelebration. Through 
the years there have been many successes, and 
now the twentieth reunion celebrates yet an¬ 
other success.” 
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Elders gather to heal and share 

by Deborah Shatz-Moser 

The Elder’s Medicine Wheel Society is a volun- tolharp’th^ 01 ^ belie A f that 18 time 

SKsas^aBM 

of communities based on the principles of peace 8 manv WH h! tk T f aChmgS tbrou e h 
iiarmnnv. balance anH „„;r„ P ’ ® an y. hara tunes - The Ancestors passed these 

teachings down from one generation to the next 
so that it would not be lost, but would go on 
forever. 


harmony, balance and unity. 

To this end the Elder’s Medicine Wheel 
hosting the second Medi¬ 
cine Wheel gathering in 
Sto:lo Territory at St. 

Mary’s in Mission. This 
gathering will take place 
August 18 - 21 upon sa¬ 
cred ground. 

Spiritual Elders and 
people from all directions 
will gather for four days 
and four nights, to share 
the cultural and spiritual 
teachings of the Medicine 
Wheel. Some of the ac¬ 
tivities that will take 
place at this year’s gath¬ 
ering will be: talking cir¬ 
cles, story-telling, Sweat 
Lodge for healing, Moon 
Lodge and the Medicine 
Wheel ceremony. 

“Many people who at¬ 
tended last year’s Medi¬ 
cine Wheel gathering 
have expressed their 
good feelings that were 
experienced and are ea¬ 
gerly awaiting this year’s 
event,” states one of the 
Medicine Wheel’s found¬ 
ing Elders, Mary Uslick. 

“This gathering will be 
a time to heal ourselves, 
our families, our commu¬ 
nities and Mother 
Earth,” she adds. 

The Elder’s Medicine 
Wheel Society was established 


1993, under their own spirit. Each of us is here to learn from 
the guidance and direction of the following Elders: each other, to live in harmony, balance, peace 
Mary Uslick - Shuswap Nation, Minnie Peters and unity. Our purpose is to promote a truer and 
r Thompson Nation, Christine Daniels - Cree better understanding between all Nations, all 
Nation, Vince Stogan-MusqueamNation,Eliza- creeds, all Clans, all tribes, all communities and 
beth Kruger - Okanagan Nation, and Napoleon all families through the Teachings of the Medi- 
Kruger - Okanagan Nation. cine Wheel.” 

The founding Elders explain the purpose of FormoreinformationabouttheMedicineWheel 
their society and the reason for the gathering as Society or the 2nd Annual Medicine Wheel Gath- 
tollows: ering, call Faline at (604) 858-3605. 



‘The Elders believe 
that the time is right to 
gather the people to¬ 
gether and share all the 
Medicine that brought 
our People through 
many struggles and 
much suffering. It is ex¬ 
tremely important to 
share these teachings at 
this point in time, when 
so many of our people 
are struggling with to¬ 
day’s problems, such as 
alcohol and drug abuse, 
and those many other 
problems that stem from 
these abuses, such as 
poor health, loss of iden¬ 
tity, loss of culture, un¬ 
employment, violence 
and disunity. 

“This sharing will take 
place through teaching 
by returning to cer¬ 
emony, ritual, prayer, 
and by using the wis¬ 
dom of our ancestors to 
heal ourselves and each 
other. It is the time to 
open our hearts and our 
experiences so that oth¬ 
ers may share the jour¬ 
ney with us and find 
their own path of heal¬ 
ing through the joy of 
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Viewpoint 


INQUIRY SOUGHT INTO INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS 


by John Copley 

There is no defence and no excuse. The Roman Catholic church did wrong 
and Ovide Mercredi, leader of Canada’s Indian people and Grand Chief of 
the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) says he wants a thorough inquiry. 

After the recent release of a 200 page report (Breaking the Silence) that 
was prepared for the AFN by two Alberta psychologists, Mercredi likened 
the situation between the church and Native people to that of Hitler’s Nazi 
party and their persecution of the Jewish race. 

“The Jews under the Nazi regime—they were mistreated. Does that 
lessen the guilt of the people who were responsible for their treatment? I 



that virtually all types of emotional, physical, mental and spiritual 
suffering was caused to those unfortunate enough to have attended the 
school. Rapes, beatings, electrocution, starvation, and months of solitary 
confinement were but a few of the tortures endured by Indian and Metis 

To speak one’s own language was to invoke the worst beatings imagina¬ 
ble. To speak at any time, unless you were spoken to, met with similar 
punishment. In the mid 50’s if one even spoke of the Creator or in any other 
way commented or was thought to comment on Indian religion, they could , 
be literally beaten to death -“if not worse”, say several who attended during 
that time. 





The 

Indigenous Law Program 
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Native Education 


Iqaluit students win Canada’s first “Earth School” title 

by Paula Ingarfield 


Joamie School in Iqaluit has 
only 206 students. But that 
didn’t stop this Northwest 
Territories elementary school 
from winning the prestigious 
title of Canada’s first Earth 
School. Joamie beat over 
3,700 schools across the coun¬ 
try by becoming the first to 
log 1,000 environmental 
projects. 

The Earth School program 
is sponsored by the Edmon¬ 
ton-based SEEDS foundation. 

Schools enrolled in the pro¬ 
gram compete by completing 
environmental projects, writ¬ 
ing them up and logging them 
with SEEDS. Kids who com¬ 
plete 100 projects win their 
school a “Green” designation; 250 projects make 
it a “Jade” school; and with 500 projects, the 
school becomes “Emerald.” 

Joamie School achieved its Earth School status 
in just 15 months. “At first it was hard, but it got 
easier,” says Grade 6 student Lucy Kaku. “Be¬ 
cause then, we got interested,” adds classmate 
Jayko Kilabuk. “Because when we did more, we 
began to understand.” 

Joamie was the first in the Northwest Territo¬ 
ries to become a Green School; the fourth in 
Canada to gain Jade status and the second in the 
country to become Emerald. The students were 
so enthusiastic about the project that they logged 



in 200 projects over their 1993 summer holidays. 

Students’ projects included recycling pop cans 
and paper, reusing old milk cartons, cleaning up 
garbage around ponds and a fashion show fea¬ 
turing only recycled materials. 

“It’s wonderful for the children, for their self¬ 
esteem and feeling good about themselves,” says 
Joamie School principal Florence Sliney about 
their achievement. 

DIAND presented the children with commemo¬ 
rative green t-shirts in recognition of their out¬ 
standing accomplishment. 

For more information about the Earth School 
program call 1-800-661-8751. 


Apply now and you could receive one of five 

ROYAL BANK 

NATIVE STUDENT AWARDS. 


As a Status Indian, Non-Status 
Indian, limit or Metis, you may 
eligible to receive up to $4,000 a 
year for up to four years to cover 
the cost of your university or 


THE ROYAL BANK NATIVE 
STUDENT AWARDS are for 
students in a discipline relevant 
to the banking industry such as 


computer science, i 
etc. To be eligible for one of this 
year’s five awards, you must be a 
permanent Canadian resident or 


Native academics reviews all 
applications and makes the final 
selection based on your personal 
and scholastic achievement as 
well as your financial situation. 
Even if you’re receiving partial 
funding horn other sources, you 
may still apply for a ROYAL 
BANK award. 

To find out more about the 
ROYAL BANK NATIVE 
STUDENT AWARDS mail in the 
coupon below. You'll receive a 
brochure explaining the program 
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ITEP 


LETHBRIDGE 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


Reunion 

June 8 -10, 1995 



• Registration and Entertainment 

• Curriculum Development 

• Workshops and Trade Fair 

• Cultural Activities 

• Banquet and Dance 

Meet old friends, attend workshops 
and celebrate your achievements! 


For further information, contact: 

ITEP Office 
College of Education 
University of Saskatchewan 
Saskatoon, SK S7M 0W0 
Tel: (306) 966-7686 Fax: (306) 966-7630 


I 



Lanada's first public 
community college shares a 
long tradition with the Native 
communities of Southern 
Alberta. 

In its 37 year history, LCC 
has shared a close relationship 
withNative communities across 
the region. Academic 
upgrading or career training on 
Reserves, new program 
development, or partnering 
with Native bands to meet a 
training need are just a few 
examples of LCC's commitment 
to Native education. 


I__<ethbridge 
Community 
College is 
dedicated to 
meeting the 
needs of 


communities 
in Southern 
Alberta and 
beyond. 




For further 
information, call 
Educational Liaison 
at (403) 320-3322 




































Vision-Quest: 
Leadership Training 
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ership potential and enhances confidence. And 


of traditional values, self-growth and Native at the same time participants have a lot of fun. 
pride. It increases understanding ofthe affects of For more information, contact Fred Anderson 
alcohol, drug and solvent abuse. It develops lead- at (403) 429-1049. 


Vision Quest is a unique program that empha¬ 
sizes healing through humour as well as healing 
through the strength and beauty of Native cul¬ 
ture. The program is aimed at alcohol and drug 
workers, teachers, social workers, community 
workers, youth and parents. In fact, according to 
president Fred Anderson, the program would 
benefit anyone between the ages of 12 and 100 
years. 

The premise of the education and leadership 
program is that substance abuse throws the 
mental, physical and spiritual harmony of the 
human body off balance. True serenity comes 
only from restoring and maintaining the human 
values we were born with. 

Major benefits of the Vision Quest Program 
include the ability to focus more clearly on future 
goals, to develop and maintain healthier peer 
group interactions and to increase one’s desire to 
discover and cultivate personal development. 
The program assists individuals in investing in 
their own potential. 

Anderson explains that the Edmonton-based 
Vision Quest is not a new program but rather 
new ideas “evolving into a new reality for our 
nation’s people. Our job as leaders is to teach our 
young people to be better than us, to be stronger 
than us, and to know a lot more than we do by the 
time they reach our age. If we do not do this then 
we are not doing our job (we need stronger and 
better leaders for the future of all nations). As the 
President of Vision Quest, it is my job to ensure 
that the message we deliver is solid, real and 
entertaining yet to the point. All issues or topics 
discussed by our trainers are not only a part of 
our program but also are a part of our lives. If we 
change on the inside our outside has no choice 
but to follow. There is nothing permanent in life 
but change.” 

The Vision Quest program provides awareness 


Project helps youth stay in school 


The Youth Leadership Challenge Project helps 
students at risk of dropping out of school to 
remain in school, to develop leadership skills, 
and to contribute positively to their school. 

The specific objectives of the project are to: 

• develop positive group member skills 

• improve personal self-concept and esteem 

• develop a sense of the value of remaining in 

school -a 

• develop skills to deal with change in per¬ 
sonal lifestyles and in helping others to change 

develop skills to deal with at-risk youth life 

• develop a sense of leadership 

• appreciate active outdoor healthy lifestyles. 

The project is apartnership among the follow¬ 
ing: students, schools, school boards and boards 

" ’ ’ ’ ' The Canadian 



Association for Safe Schools, Employment and 
Immigration Canada, the Ontario ministry of 
Culture, Tourism and Recreation, and the Bark 
Lake Leadership Centre. 

While at the Bark Lake facility, the youths 
participate in a five day residential course, in 
teams of eight to 12. The teams have School 
Team Mentors, professional educators who are 
selected by school principals and work closely 
with the students. The mentor is responsible 
for team development prior to the residential 
experience, on-site team management during 
the residential experience, and helping with 
planning, implementation and evaluation of a 
project which the team carries out to benefit the 


The curriculum of the five-day course at the 
Bark Lake Leadership Centre includes issues 
dealing with at-risk school life, group and lead¬ 
ership skills training, team project planningfor 
the school, and outdoor adventure skill train¬ 


ing. 


The Bark Lake Leadership Centre provides 
all the support and resource materials to help 
the school and the mentor move into action. 


and group development compo¬ 
nents include peer counselling and tutoring, 
teacher/student relationships, team building, 
personal and team project action plans, and 
rewarding of excellence and achievement. 

As well, students must have no record of 
delinquency or unlawful behaviour. 

For further information on the Youth Leader¬ 
ship Challenge Project, contact The Canadian 
Association for Safe Schools, 5050 Yonge Street, 
North York, Ontario, M2N 5N8. The telephone 
number is (416) 395-8433, and the fax number 


^ The Canadian Association for Safe Schools 

SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES - PARTNERS FOR A SAFE SOCIETY 
5050 YONGE ST.. NORTH YORK, ON NUN 5N4 Hi, (416) 395-8326 Fax (416) 395-4508 



ATTENVON: PRINCIPALS, GUIDANCE COUNSELLORS, TEACHERS! 


YOUTH LEADERSHIP CHALLENGE PROJECT... 
A Stay in School Initiative 
for At-Risk Students 


FOR INFO. AND COSTS CONTACT: The Canadian Association for Safe Schools at address/phone/fax above 

Theme:■ DEALING WITH VIOLENCE IN 
THE SCHOOLS AND ON THE STREETS 




TARGET AUDIENCE: Government, Police, Social Agencies, Politicians, Educators 
WHERE: TORONTO MARRIOTEATON CENTRE OCTOBER 20-22,1994 
JOINTLY Canadian Association for Safe Schools; ..... P° 'lnfon n.jqnc.il 

PRESENTEDBY-_ ^Ontario Public School Board Association a! 416 * 340-2540 erS °' 


• Sale School Resource Kit (a collection oI materials): S20.00, 


The Canadian Association 




10th cuxniiMAAaAif independence,: continued 
ifouA effoAh, to- pAeAeAoe Ylatioe cutiuAe, 


Rainy Lake Ojibway 
Education Authority 


AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


132 South May Street, Thunder Bay, ON P7E 1B3 
Tel. (807) 274-2796 Fax. (807) 274-8761 
HEAD OFFICE: P. O. Box 297, Fort Frances, ON P9A 3M6 
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“I’ve got the Power” 

★ Healing through Humour ★ Using the Strength & Beauty of 


The Workshop Benefits are for • Goal setting 


Please contact Fred Anderson and Vince Bellerose at (403)425-5635 • 10 Years Experier 
or write Vision Quest #1501, 9725 - 106 Street, Edmonton, AB T5K 1B5 


ten the ^Itst A) 

CONFEDERATION COLLEGE 


Education that Works 

ABORIGINAL STUDIES DIVISION, THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO 


jsiness Management (Aboriginal Organi 
General Vocational Preparation 
Native Family Worker 
Native Mental Health Worker 


• Modular programming to meet 
specific and unique needs of 

• Special training needs in 


Contact: Aboriginal Studies Division, P. 0. Box 398, Thunder Bay, ON P7C 4W1 
Telephone (807) 475-6435 or fax (807) 626-9584 










































Alberta Native News August, 1994 


Artist’s inspiration is close to home 


by John Copley 

Fran Cross is an artist who dreams of owning her own store—a store 
where she can work with children and “help ensure they have a fish tine 
chance at life.” 6 

She’s just an inch over five feet tall but she says what she thinks and 
doesn t take guff from anyone. A 34 year old mother of three, Fran Cross 
also takes on the role of ‘acting father’ to her three children, aged 11 
through 17. She says her honesty of opinion has often resulted in disagree¬ 
ments with friends, strangers and business acquaintances. But her up¬ 
bringing tells her to be strong and to be true and to promote the awareness 
of her culture and to somehow overcome the prejudices that still prevail in 
our society. 

Cross’s varied artistic abilities are reflected in the many artifacts that fill 
her modest home. Her talent, she says, stems from a long history of doers. 

“My mother (Jean Horseman) is a very creative person and my early 
upbringing made certain that I had an appreciation for art.” As well as 
other things. “Many of society’s problems today have to do with parenting 
skills,” says Cross who added that her home life was a positive one—and 
that virtually everyone had a keen interest in music, crafts or some other 
form of art. 

Though employed and living in Edmonton, Cross’s home is in northern 
Alberta where she is a member of the Horse Lake Band. Raised mainly in 
B.C., Cross travelled widely with her truck-driving father (Fred Gladue) 
and says that this enabled her “to meet more people, see more things and 
gain a better insight into life than many other kids my age.” She says it was 
the strong family bond that kept her “heritage wealthy in love and strong 
on the belief that if you worked hard enough, you could accomplish any 
goals” you set. 

Fran Cross is gradually accomplishing her goals but says only when she 
is in a position to teach kids about their traditional values and the 
importance of retaining their culture, will she be totally satisfied. She’s 
currently planning on introducing a new idea to aid in her teaching quest. 

“I think my newest art conception, “Harmony”, will play an integral role 
in helping Aboriginal kids better understand their culture,” Cross said 
showing her work. Harmony is an adaptation of the Dream Catcher. 

“Harmony is a symbol of our world,” Cross said. “It means peace and 
harmony throughout; the peace pipe meaning peace; the round rings 
representing the people of the world—the four sides representing the 
seasons. The web is the dream catcher; all the people seeking peace and 
harmony in every nation. We have the right to enjoy peace and harmony 
of race, colour, gender, religion, and social origin. That’s the message I try 
to inspire from my work.” 

Cross says that regardless of gender “all of us are equal and we all have 
the same opportunities.” She thinks the welfare system is man’s worst 
creation. “It created a complacent segment of society—a segment that will 
need total retraining and rehabilitation before they have any chance of 
survival in the working world. Many have been on the system for so long 
they can’t remember anything else.” 

Cross says she’s one of the fortunate few, in that the Horse Lake Band 
“has a very good chief in Robert Horseman—a very progressive thinker 
who has already done much for the members of the Band.” She says the 
chief “has established a firehall, a public works, a medical centre and has 


I CORRECTIONAL SERVICES CANADA I 



implemented a working hous¬ 
ing program.” 

Cross’s art takes on a vs_ 

ety of forms other than ‘Har¬ 
mony’. Moose hide is 1 
present favourite working 
material. Clocks, beautifully 
coloured tapestry covers and 
matching lamps as well 
numerous dream catchers 
adorn the walls of her home. 

“I must admit,” smiled Cross 
jokingly, “I do have a certain 
flair for creativity.” She says 
she’s learned much from her 
children and that they are 
also interested and have abili¬ 
ties in artistry. “We learn 
much from our children and if 
we spend some time with 
them, they can learn much 
from us too,” she added saying that she felt too many adults were shirking 
their responsibility as parents and that communication in the home was 
fast losing ground. 

Cross is still an amateur in the true sense of the word. So far her works 
have not been offered for sale—but it’s likely you’ll notice them soon. 

“Once I’ve finished developing my current “Unity” series I may think 
about my future in a more financial manner,” concluded Cross. 


Fran Cro! 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS PAPER 



PART OF THE SOLUTION: 


To work more effectively with 
offenders of Aboriginal ancestry. 

More persons of Aboriginal ancestry 
working in roles that have close 
dealings with Aboriginal offenders. 


TARGETED OCCUPATIONS: • Case Management Officer 
• Trades Instructor 


FULL TIME, TERM AND CASUAL EMPLOYMENT IS AVAILABLE. 

Correctional Services may have a mutually beneficial employment 
opportunity for you in one of these occupations. 

If you are interested in being considered for these positions please submit 
personal resume to: 

Personnel Office 
Correctional Services Canada 
Bowden Institute 
P. O. Box 6000, 

Innisfail, Alberta T4G1V1 


The National Indian Education Association 

presents its 

Silver Anniversary Year Convention 
on October 15 - 19, 1994, 

at the Saint Paul Civic Centre, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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The Caribou Hunt 

Collected and Illustrated by James Ratt; Told by Jean Roberts 


£ 

|ff |M 



One spring morning, a young woman and her little brother set out to 
check their muskrat traps. Usually a trapper had to check them at least 
twice a day because muskrats were quite plentiful at the time. They 
travelled over a short portage to one of a cluster of small lakes which were 
numerous on their trap line. They were entering a small cove and heading 
towards a stand of bulrushes and grass when the boy pointed out across the 
small lake to where a herd of five caribou stood watching their movements. 


PROGRAMS OF STUDY 

Full-Time and Part-Time Study 
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Human Resource Development 
Human Resource Management 
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PROGRAMS START SEPTEMBER 1994 
ENROL NOW — SEATS LIMITED TO 
I 16 STUDENTS PER PROGRAM 

Financial assistance or sponsorship may be available 
Call (403) 594-0001 for more information or an appointment 


4910 Fiftieth Avenue Grand Centre (403) 594-0001 (Ph.) 

P.O. Box 900 Alberta, T0A 1TO (403) 594-2268 (Fax) 

Toll Free 1-800-400-2553 


The young woman whis¬ 
pered to her brother to sit 
down and wait because a 
caribou is sometimes curi¬ 
ous and would eventually 
come across to check the ob¬ 
jects sitting on the ice. And 
sure enough the five animals 
started slowly across, sniff¬ 
ing the air; trying to catch 
the scent of the mysterious 
small black specks in the 
distance. Meanwhile the girl 
got her .22 rifle ready and 
some bullets. Soon a large 
male got close to them and 
stood waiting for the others 
to catch up with him. 




The ROAD to an EXCITING NEW CAREER 
may be shorter than you think 
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Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your 10th Anniversary; We salute the 
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Attention: Native Students who are interested in attending 
Post Secondary Studies 

Under the direction and guidance of the London District Chiefs Council, the First Nations Post 
Secondary Services Organization provides financial assistance and counselling service s to I 
First Nations people in South-western Ontario. 

The Counselling Services 

• Individual personal counselling 

• Group counselling 

• Financial counselling 

• Individual career and academic assessment 

• Assisting with the completion of education 
assistance and College/ University 
application forms 

• Providing information about 
summer employment 

• Assisting with tutorial services 


For more information please call or visit the office | 
Phone (519) 660-6996 or fax (519) 660-6816 
536 Queens Avenue, 
London, Ontario N6B1Y8 
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The young woman lifted her rifle to her shoulder quickly as all the 
animals stood abreast of their leader and shot the first animal. That one 
went down right away as she reloaded as swiftly as she could and shot 
another animal. By this time the rest of the herd had fled and they heard 
them crashing through the woods. 



The first animal that was shot had managed to get to its feet and was just 
disappearing among the spruce trees along the shore. The second caribou 
lolled its head back and forth as the girl and little boy walked up to him 
The girl took out a small hatchet from a pack sack they were carrying and 
chopped it on the back of the neck. 



When they were certain the animal was dead, they trailed the other one 
and followed its bloody tracks into the spruce trees. Not long afterwards 
they caught up to him as it stopped to rest. It stood facing them as blood 
flowed from its nostrils. The girl shot the animal on the chest again and 
sureTitwa "d d ““ y Crept Cl ° Sel " and shot i,; one more time J ust to 



They walked home from there and got a team of dogs, harnessed them 
and started back to where they had left the two caribou. They didn’t even 
carry a knife for butchering them, but pulled the two animals onto the sled 
and let the dogs carry the carcasses back to their cabin while they jogged 
behind the load. 



The butchering and skinning was done close to the cabin where they 
could cover the meat with snow. This way they didn’t have to carry any 
heavy packs or waste meat to scavengers. 
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Institute of American Indian Arts 
names new president 


Dr. Perry G. Horse (Kiowa) has recently been 
appointed president of the Institute of American 
Indian Arts. Horse received his Doctorate in 
Higher Education from the University of Ari¬ 
zona and his Masters in Education from Harvard 
University’s Graduate School of Education. 

Dr. Horse, 53, is a full-blooded member of the 
Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma. Originally from 
Carnegie, Oklahoma, he and his wife Eva and 
their two children Crucita and Jon reside in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. One of the Kiowa 
Tribe’s singers, Horse is a member of two tradi¬ 
tional societies — the Gourd Clan and the Kiowa 
O-ho-mah Lodge. His uncle was Monroe Tsatoke, 
one of the “Kiowa Five” artists from the early 
part of this century. 

Horse has worked in Indian post secondary 
education for the past 24 years including man¬ 
agement of community college development pro¬ 
grams and with Indian education and post sec¬ 
ondary programs in federal agencies. 

Horse has consulted on strategic and institu¬ 
tional planning and staff development for a 
number of tribal colleges across the country, and 
was instrumental in developing the American 
Indian Higher Education Consortium, which now 
is comprised of 29 member institutions. He has 
been an advisor to The MacArthur Foundation 
on funding for tribal colleges and the Albuquerque 
Public Schools on developing an American In¬ 
dian cultural curriculum. 

Horse has taught tribal government and Fed¬ 
eral Indian law for the Institute for Development 
of Indian Law, now based in Oklahoma City, and 
has taught in the Education and Economics 
Departments at the University of Arizona, and 
in the Department of Social Science at Harvard. 
Most recently, he has been in charge of leader¬ 
ship and management development at Sandia 
National Laboratories in Albuquerque. 



It is the perception of Dr. Horse that, “The 
expression of our cultures through works of art is 
almost as old as our existence. That is to say we 
are our art and vice-versa. Art is another way of 
defining ourselves not only aesthetically but in 
terms of how we view the world based on that 
part of us that is uniquely culture-specific and 
emotionally appealing.” 

The Institute of American Indian Arts was 
founded in 1962 by the Department of the Inte¬ 
rior. In 1988, the U.S. Congress granted the non¬ 
profit educational institution the unique status 
as a congressional-chartered educational insti¬ 
tute devoted to the study of American Indian and 
Alaska Native arts and culture. IAIAis governed 
by a 19-member Board of Trustees who are nomi¬ 
nated by the President of the United States and 
confirmed by the U.S. Senate. A majority of its 
voting members are mandated by law to be 
American Indian or Alaska Native. 
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Native professor 
receives scholarship 
to study at Stanford 

Verna St. Denis, a member of the Beardy 
Band of Saskatchewan and an education pro¬ 
fessor at the University of Saskatchewan, has 
received a $15,000 scholarship to start work 
on her doctorate at Stanford University in the 
United States. She will begin work this fall. 

The Saskatoon StarPhoenix reports that St. 
Denis’ thesis will deal with the principles and 
philosophy of Native education in North 
America, both historically and in the Native 
education system of today. According to St. 
Denis, many political, cultural and social is¬ 
sues have influenced the education of Native 
people, and much of the research done in this 
field has been from a non-Native perspective. 
She also said that many differences exist 
between traditional Native teachings and the 
educational system in Canada. 
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• General Vocational Prep. 

• First Nation Constable Program (1 year certificate) 
• Social Work/Native Option (2-Year Diploma) 

• Nursing Program R.N. (3 Year program) 

Next intake 1996 


New Study Options For You! 

Northern College is now developing three 
new programs specifically designed to 
meet the needs of Native communities. 


• Community-based Native Counselling 


Programs start September 6 — Call Today! 
(705) 336-2913 or fax (705) 336-2393 
or toll free (Ontario residents only) 1-800-461-2167 
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Stay-in-School is a 
community success 

The Stay-in-School initiative has become a 
immunity success stoiy, making significant 
gains in expanding knowledge, action, collabora¬ 
tion and moral obligation among Canadians to 
find solutions to the disturbing high school drop¬ 
out problem. 

Those are the findings of an independent re¬ 
port, called Taking Stock: An Assessment of the 
National Stay-in-School Initiative, recently re¬ 
leased by the Secretary of State (Training and 
Youth) Ethel Blondin-Andrew. 

The report was commissioned by the Depart¬ 
ment of Human Resources Development to de¬ 
termine the impact of the five-year federal initia¬ 
tive. The report offers 28 recommendations which 
provide a vision for the future of the Stay-in- 
“School initiative, including increased involve¬ 
ment of parents, promoting business-education 
partnerships and focusing on lifelong learning 
and success-in-school. 

The information was gathered by surveys, in¬ 
terviews and site visits to gain insights into the 
workings of exemplary Stay-in-School programs. 

“In recent years, there has been a growing 
awareness among Canadians of the need for 
greater involvement in the learning process of 
our young people,” said Ms. Blondin-Andrew. 
“Stay-in-School played a central role in spurring 
community action to help at-risk youth complete 
high school.” 

Some report highlights: 

• Partners in the initiative reported the pro¬ 
gram was extremely worthwhile and cost-effec¬ 
tive. 

Success rates validate the worth of the project: 
84 percent of students receiving interventions 
funded under SIS were reported to have re¬ 
mained in school in 1992-93, and almost half of 
the SIS coordinators stated that only 25 percent 
tof those students would have continued without 
SIS. 

f • Recommendations for the future of Stay-in- 
School interventions include: parental, business 
and labour involvement are areas which must be 
nurtured; anewfocuson lifelong learning should 
be adopted, and; a media campaign which re¬ 
flects regional issues regarding SIS would be 
helpful. 

• Fifty percent of all contacts reported that at 
least half of their students showed improved 
academic performance. 

Seventy percent of all contacts reported im- 


story 



proved performance in life skills for those stu¬ 
dents involved in SIS programs. SIS students 
also indicated significant overall improvement 
in attitudes toward school and to learning in 
general. 

• All respondents reported that the public 
awareness campaign had a dramatic and posi¬ 
tive impact in raising awareness of the dropout 
issue. No group reported any negative aspects of 
the campaign. 

• Stay-in-School interventions were seen to be 
meeting the needs of at-risk students. Students 
reported, as major benefits of SIS programs: 
improvements in self confidence, work habits, 
life skills, academic skills, and the desire to 
continue with and to succeed in school. 

• Successful programs emphasized a caring 
approach, through such efforts as peer counsel¬ 
ling, tutoring, mentoring and job shadowing. 

Stay-in-School was developed as a national 
dropout prevention strategy composed of three 
components: public awareness, mobilization of 
stakeholders and programs and services. Due to 
end in March 1994, Stay-in-School was extended 
for 1994-95 with a budget of $31.5 million as part 
of the new federal youth employment and learn- 
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UN hears presentations regarding Lubicons by Dale Stelter 


The United Nations’ Working Group on Indig¬ 
enous Peoples recently heard two presentations 
regarding the case of the Lubicon Lake Cree of 
northern Alberta. 

The working group is a sub-committee of the 
United Nations’ Commission on Human Rights, 
and the meetings were held in Geneva. 

Jennifer Klimek, an Edmonton lawyer and co¬ 
chair of the Lubicon Settlement Commission of 
Review, and Sharon Venne, a Native lawyer 
from Edmonton, both spoke to the working group. 

Klimek presented the working group with cop¬ 
ies of the report released by the Lubicon Settle¬ 
ment Commission ofReview last year. The Com¬ 
mission was set up in 1992 by the Alberta New 
Democrats, then the official opposition in the 
Alberta government, in an attempt to help re¬ 
solve the Lubicons’ decades-long land rights 
dispute. 

Klimek told the working group that the Com¬ 
mission found “the Lubicon situation to be of the 
utmost urgency.” 

Klimek said that there were new hopes last 
October when the Progressive Conservatives 
were replaced as the government of Canada by 
the Liberals. 

She said that during the election campaign, 
now-Prime Minister Jean Chretien wrote to the 
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Lubicon Settlement Commission ofReview, say¬ 
ing, among other things, that future negotia¬ 
tions on the Lubicon case should reflect the 
intent of the Commission’s recommendation “as¬ 
serting that the extinguishment of Aboriginal 
rights must not be a condition for a settlement— 
a position consistent with Liberal policy.” 

Chretien also wrote that “... We support a swift 
resolution to all claims, and consider the Lubicon 
claim to be a priority.” 

Klimek pointed out that at the Liberal party’s 
annual convention in May, a resolution was 
adopted that the settlement of the Lubicon claim 
be a priority for the government. 

Klimek conveyed the Commission’s disappoint¬ 
ment regarding the most recent development of 
the Liberal government initiative, which came in 
the form of a July 11 letter from Indian Affairs 
Minister Ron Irwin to Lubicon Chief Bernard 
Ominayak (see article page 6). 

Klimek stated that “Their offer to negotiate is 
unacceptable.... We are surprised and dismayed 
that the “new” government, which had promised 
so much, has delivered so little.” 

She said that matters already agreed upon 


with the former government, such as retaining 
unextinguished Aboriginal land rights as a pre¬ 
condition of settlement talks, were “being wiped 
off the table.” 

Sharon Venne agreed that Jean Chretien, prior 
to becoming prime minister, had made some 
very positive statements regarding the Lubicon 
case. However, Venne said, “positive feelings are 
giving way to the reality of the situation”. She 
also referred to Irwin’s July 11 letter to Chief 
Ominayak. 

Venne said that the Lubicon have never been 
prepared to discuss with the government a set¬ 
tlement of their case based upon the notion that 
the Lubicon would extinguish their land rights. 

“The Lubicon Cree have been waiting for 
fifty years for the Government of Canada to c 
to the table in open, fair and honest negotia¬ 
tions,” Venne said. 

Jennifer Klimek said that the meetings, 
which presentations were made regarding other 
indigenous peoples around the world, served : 
an information session. She added that while 
Geneva, she found that there certainly was su 
port for the Lubicon, and interest in their casi 
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B.C. Natives angry over shooting death 


by Ryan Edwards 

Angry Natives in British Columbia are asking 
serious questions in the aftermath of the shoot¬ 
ing death of Joe Peters, a Native artist and 
carver. 

Peters, a Kwaguilth Indian, was shot and 
killed in Courtenay early this month, by an 
RCMP officer. Police were investigating a report 
| of a stabbing of a local man by Peters. 

Peters had been released about two weeks 
earlier from a hospital in Comox, after four days 
, of observation, despite the fact that Peters’ friends 
and family had warned hospital staff that he 
suffered from paranoid delusions. 

Native leaders are asking why Peters was 
released so quickly, and why he was not held at 



67 

the hospital until family members were notified 
and could pick him up. 

Peters’ wife told the Vancouver Sun that she 
phoned the hospital and begged that Peters not 
be released, but was told that doctors had found 
nothing wrong with him. A brother-in-law of 
Peters’ from Victoria also told hospital physi¬ 
cians about Peters’ paranoia. The brother-in-law 
said he had planned to pick Peters up from the 
hospital, and was quoted as saying “The hospital 
assured me this would happen and I never got 
any calls to say he was going to be released.” 

Local Indian leaders wanted to know why po¬ 
lice didn’t shoot Peters in the arm or leg, or wait 
Peters out or wait for psychiatric help. 

Peters was acknowledged as a talented and 
respected artist. There will be an inquest into his 
death. 


Brighter future 

Continued from Page 46 

abusing solvents or inhalants. The report will 
assist in the selection of two solvent abuse resi¬ 
dential treatment programs. 

A study on early intervention programming is 
being done through the Next Generation Solvent 
j Abuse Community Intervention and Resource 
Project, managed by the Bound Lake Treatment 
Centre of Armstrong, B.C. Round Lake estab¬ 
lished two teams of trained youth and addiction 
workers to spend up to three months in commu¬ 
nities experiencing solvent abuse problems. The 
intervention approach is based on community 

youth and their families and the development of 
community resources for early intervention. 

Across Canada a number of workshops, confer- 
~ ences and meetings have provided awareness 
and training on solvent abuse prevention, inter¬ 
vention and treatment. 

“Our children are our future” is a slogan that 
has been used for years by First Nations and 
j Inuit people to advocate improved health pro¬ 
grams for children. 

Another area that has been targeted by the 
Government of Canada’s Brighter Futures Child 
Development Initiative is the promotion of 
healthy babies, with an emphasis on enhancing 
existing programs, parent and service providers 
j education. 

The initiative’s FirstNations and Inuit Healthy 
I Babies program stresses prenatal nutrition, the 
promotion of breast feeding and the prevention 
I and treatment of anaemia and rickets in infan ta 
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Other elements include regular medical ex¬ 
aminations, information sessions on the dangers 
of alcohol and tobacco use during pregnancy, and 
the early detection of prenatal infections. Train¬ 
ing programs for community health workers are 
also being developed. 

On a national level, First Nation and Inuit 
committees are developing a framework on 
healthy babies and child health goals. Videos to 
promote post natal care, healthy babies, 
parenting, and breast feeding have been devel¬ 
oped for community use. Resource materials are 
available on many issues, for example baby bot¬ 
tle, teeth, and nutrition during pregnancy. In 
Alberta and the Yukon, a post-partum parent 
support program will provide training for com¬ 
munity health representatives and nurses. This 
training is also available to other regions. 

National organizations, including the Assem¬ 
bly of First Nations, Aboriginal Nurses and 
Pauktuutit, are working in partnership with the 
National Office on Child Health to determine the 
appropriateness of child health programs and 
resources, and in the development of resources 
and preparation of statistical information on the 
health of Aboriginal children. 

The Brighter Futures Healthy Babies program, 
through national and community projects, aims 
at improving the physical, mental and social 
health of First Nations and Inuit children. Though 
the program is only in the implementation stage, 
it is already making a difference. In the long 
term, it will help provide a healthier future for 
First Nations and Inuit children across Canada. 

For more information on Brighter Futures, 
contact your local First Nations office or the 
Health Canada Medical Services regional office. 



Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your 
10th Anniversary! 


FREIGHTWAYS 


★ Daily Freight Service to and from Edmonton 

★ Forklift — Hi-Boy — Low-Boy Warehouse 

★ Heated and Refrigerated Vans 

★ Inter-Line Connections to all Points 


SERVICE TO: 

St. Paul • St. Vincent 
Foisy • Lafond • Elk Point 
Edmonton: (403) 447-1610 / 452-8970 

St. Paul: 645-2944 

Mailing Address: Box 848, St. Paul, ABTOA 3A0 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, — — — 

on 10 years of providing an independent 

froe press for tiro First Nations: Vhb 

Best wishes for continued success, from 

Western Star —--=» 

Trucks (North) Ltd. 

CANADIAN BUILT 

CANADA WIDE DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 
15205 - 112 Ave., Edmonton, AB 
(403) 453-3452 Fax 447-5317 


Jrafcfters 


La Ronge 
Drugstore 

Visit us today for all 
your health care needs 
916 La Ronge Ave., 
La Ronge SK 

(306) 425-2252 
Fax (306) 425-3082 


r ' »‘rpy ''l 

lOth Anniversary 1 

“amT 

PUMP SERVICE 
LTD. 

SALES, INSTALL, 
REMOVE & REPAIRS. 


OUT OF 

TOWN SERVICE 


16-126 STREET 
EDMONTON, ABT5L 0X6 

(403) 454-5051 


ins lo Canada’s independent Native voice, the Alberta Native News, on your 10th Anniversaiy! 


Linwood 
HOMES cm 
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WEBEQUIE 
BAND 


P.O.Box 176, Webequle 
Ontario F0T3A0 

Phone: (807) 353*531 
Rue (807) 353-1210 


^ Goy.tr,vv-ukf, ibuuu} udtk Oulftatwe GwunetetelBnAUteM. 


Chief Roy Sper 
Councillors: Georqe Whitehead, Alfred Mekanak, 
Shewaybi ’ ” 


Cameron Shewaybi* 

Congratulations, Alberta Native News, or 


Beulah Wabasse Harry Wabas: 

10th Anniversary of independent publishing. Best wishes! 



& Tribal 
4V Members 

% 


x (306) 396-2155 



BASSETT 

PETROLEUM DISTRIBUTORS 


Congratulations, ^[fcerta <P(atiw <%ws on your 

10th ^Anniversary. <We wish you continued success? 
gFrom 


BULK PETROLEUMS 

Serving the Communities 
of the South MacKenzie 


HEATING OIL 


Aviation Products - Diesel - Gas - Oil and Grease 

874-2562 

MacKenzie Highway and 106 Street, Vale Island 
P.0. Box 130 HAY RIVER, N.W.T. XOE PRO 


ongratulcitions 


Alberta Native News 
on your 

10th Anniversary 
of publication 




ROYAL BANK OF CANADA 

Box 6001 

Montreal, Quebec H3C 3A9 
Phone (514) 874-3965 
Fax (514) 874-3098 


Keep the Home 
Fires Burning. 



Don't Settle for Less. 


SEE YOUR BLAZE KING DEALER Or Contact (604) 493-7101 

Blaze King, 1290 Commercial Way, Penticton, B.C. V2A 3H5 


CongratuCations, ACGerta Native 
Nows oh your tOtR Anniversary 
of independent puGdisAing 


your commitment and dedication 
in tAe fledd of Native Communi¬ 
cations Has enricAed AGoriglnaC 
peopCe tArougAout Canada 



A proud part of 
Alberta's history 


... and Canada's future. 


FORT McMURRAY, ALBERTA 







































